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In regard to this, it is possible that when
the extension is made there may be limited
revenue which necessitates capital con-
tribution, whereas, long before the period
of the agreement has expired settlement
and development may have been so great
that it may be practicable for the commis-
sion to refund part or whole of the con-
tribution.

The Bill also provides that if the appli-
cant, within three months of receiving this
statement, pays to the commission , or
makes satisfactory arrangements to pay,
the amount of the capital contribution
mentioned in the statement, and agrees
with the commission on the terms, con-
ditions and events upon or subject to which
the whole or part of the amount shall or
may be refunded: or undertakes, in a form
acceptable to the commission, to pay to
the commission on demand made after the
expiration of each year of the period men-
tioned in the statement, the amount, if
any, by which the total revenue received by
the commission in that year for electricity
supplied over the distribution works refer-
red to is less than the amount of minimum
annual revenue mentioned in the state-
ment, and delivers to the commission con-
sents in writing to the lodging of the
caveat signed by each other person, if any,
who has an estate or interest in the land.
the commission shall, under section 137 of
the Transfer of Land Act, 1893, or under
section 150 of the Land Act, 1933, which-
ever is appropriate, lodge a caveat in re-
spect of the land, and, as from the date
upon which the caveat is lodged, the
moneys payable under the agreement will
be a first charge on the land, notwith-
standing any change in the ownership of
the land or of any estate or interest there-
rn.

The Bill also provides that as soon as
may be after that, the commission will
commence erecting the distribution work
agreed upon, and, at least annually, review
the supply of electricity over the distribu-
tion works erected. Where the commission
considers it reasonable to do so, it may
withdraw the caveat and the land will then
be released from the charge. This pro-
vision will depend again on the situation
that develops in regard to the number of
consumers and the revenue to be derived
from the land as a consequence of the ex-
tended settlement or development.

There is no compulsion in the Bill upon
any person to enter into an agreement to
make a capital contribution or to give
a gunrantee of revenue. When the ap-
plicant has agreed to do so, there will be
a statutory charge over the land con-
cerned. Until that time, the applicant will
be under no obligation.

The proposals in the Bill would enable
the supply of electricity within a reason-
able time to Persons who otherwise might
have to wait a lengthy Period for that

amenity. A somewhat similar proposition
to that in the Bill is in operation in
Victoria. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by the Hons. E. M. Davies,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban

-Minister for Mines): I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn

till 2.30 p.m. tomorrow.
Question Put and passed.

House adjourned at 11 ptm.

T~iegilaftiur Alirewbtu
Thursday, the 19th November, 1959
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTIC;E
ALE

Quauntities Purchased
1.Mr. GRAHAM asked the Attorney-

General:
What quantities of ale were pur-
chased for each of the last five
years respectively by-

(a) publicans.
(b) registered clubs;
(c) holders of gallon licenses?

Mr. WATTS replied:
In asking that this question be
postponed until Tuesday next, I
would advise the honourable
member it is extremely difficult to
collate this information in a short
time, but the work is now being
done.

ACL AND AYB COACHES

Comparative Costs

2. Mr. OLDFLELD asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What is the cost of rehabilitating

ACL coaches for country traffic?
(2) What is the cost of building AYE

coaches for country traffic?
(3) What advantage Is gained by re-

habilitating AOL coaches instead
of building new AYE coaches?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) £3,989 is the last (February, 1959)

final recorded cost for the general
overhaul of an ACL coach.

(2) The AYE has no lavatory facili-
ties and is primarily for suburban
service. No firm costs for building
AYE coaches are available. An
approximate estimate is £16,400.

(3) The ACL is a composite lavatory
coach and therefore suitable for
country service.

JONES AND NODA COUPLINGS

Details

3. Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister
for Railways:
(1) What is the cost of a Jones coup-

ling?
(2) What is the cost of a NCDA (for-

merly ABC) coupling?
(3) What are the advantages of a

NCDA coupling over the Jones
coupling?

(4) Who are the agents for the NODA
coupling?

(5) Where are the NCDA manufac-
tured?

Royalty

(6) Is it a fact that Mr. Clarke, a
former railways commissioner,
still receives a royalty from the
manufacture of the NCDA coup-
ling; and If so, what amount per
coupling?

Mr. COURT replied:.
(1) £25 per vehicle set.
(2) £213 per vehicle set.
(3) The Principal advantage is the

Increased draw bar pull. Double
articulation is also an advantage.

(4) The Western Australian agents
are-

Tomlinson Steel Limited,
Western Australia.

(5) At Tomlinson Steel Limited.
(6) This information is not known.

ST. JOHN AMBULANCE PERSONNEL

Free Transport

4. Dr. HENN asked the Minister for
Transport:

Would he give consideration to
granting free passes on metro-
politan transport to St. John
Ambulance men, when in uniform,
and when they are travelling to
and from their place of duty?

Mr. PERKCINS replied:
I1 will arrange for this matter to
be considered by Cabinet,

HOUSING AGREEMENT

Rental Rebates

5. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Hous-
ing:
(1) Have any alterations been made

in the procedure for the granting
of rental rebates?

(2) if so, from what date and in what
respect?
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(3) What losses, if any, have been
sustained by the fund from which
rental rebates have been met
under the 1956 Housing Agree-
ment?

Mr. ROBS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) NO.
(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) Nil.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE
Concessiona Fares

6. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
the North-West:
(1) As concession return fares are

available on State ships to women
and children who are residenit In
the North-West, will he advise the
House whether a woman who has
applied for such a concession fare
to come to Perth, and who has not
been able to get a berth, can get
a similar concession to return by
ship If she has travelled south by
other transport?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No. But exceptions are made in

cases where the return ticket has
already been issued and cancella-
tion of either half of the voyage
later becomes necessary for medi-
cal or other sound reasons-

(2) Such a policy would result in far
too much uncontrollable abuse of
the concession.

ELECTRICITY
Suply to Country Towns

7. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the Mini-
later for Electricity:
(1) Would he consider providing towns

with electricity where a road board
is prepared to give a guarantee of
revenue sufficient to make the re-
ticulation of the town a profitable
one?

(2) Could such a scheme apply to
Darkan through which a 68,000
volt main passes?

Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) Contracts for the supply of elec-

tricity are made direct with the
consumer.

(2) See answer to No. (1).
NARROGIN HOSPITAL

Use of Local Cream Bricks
a. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the Min-

ister for Works:
(1) Has it been decided to use Narro-

gin cream bricks on the external
feature work of the Narrogin Hos-
pital?

(2) If not, Is there a reason?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) and (2) The Narrogin cream

brick Is a wire cut, and because
of it-s light colour and unrestfut
appearance, it is considered to be
aesthetically unsuitable for clad-
ding of an important building
Such as the Narrogin Hospital.
For these reasons, It is not re-
commended.

NARRO GI[N SCHOOLS
Dormitories and Classrooms

9. Mr. W. A. MLANNING asked the Min-
ister for Education:
(1) When will tenders be called for-

(a) dormitories for agricultural
students at the Narrogin
agricultural wing;

(b) Infants, classrooms at Nar-
rogin East?

(2) When will each be ready for oc-
cupation?

Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) and (2) These two Projects are at

present receiving consideration.
The honourable member will be
advised as soon as possible.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Availability at Narro gin

10. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the Minis-
ter for Electricity:

Has a date been fixed for con-
necting Pingelly with the State
Electricity Commission system?

Mr. WATTS replied:
The bonourable member is aware
that Power cannot be extended to
Pingelly until after the date on
which the power is available at
Narrogin. There are also other
works which must proceed subse-
quently before Pingelly can re-
ceive consideration.

NARROGJN-BODDINGTON RAILWAY
Toumsite Areas

11. Mr. W, A. MANNING asked the Minis-
ter for Lands:

F~urther to my question of the 19th
August. 1958, what is now the
policy in regard to townslte re-
serves on the discontinued por-
tion of the Narrogin-Boddington
railway line?

Mr. B3OVELL replied:
Consideration will be given to the
future use of townaite reserves on
the Narrogin-Boddington railway
when Parliament has finally de-
cided that this line is to be closed.
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SCHOOL BUS SERVICES
Cost in 1958 and 1959

12. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Education:

What was the east to the Educa-
tion Department for school bus
services for each of the months of
July, August, September, and
October In the years 1958 and
1959 respectively?

Mr. WATTS replied:

July, 1958 ..
August, 1958 ..
September, 1958
October, 1958

July, 1959
August, 1959 ..
September. 1959
October, 1959 ..

f
101,229
108,688
47,466
84.991

342,374

115,040
80,294
64.059
93,226

352,619

POISONING OF DOGS
Implication in "Weekend Mat'

Against Waterside Workers
13. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

works:
(1) Has he seen the article in last

Saturday's Weekend Mail refer-
ring to the poisoning of dogs, in
which appeared a nasty and com-
pletely unwarranted implication
that wharf labourers may be re-
sponsible?

(2) Does he agree that "buckets con-
taining strychnine can be seen
standing about at Fremantle
wharves and easily accessible to
wharf labourers"?

(3) Will he take the necessary steps
to correct the wrong impressions
which would be likely to result
from the newspaper article re-
ferred to?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) to (3) The attention of the Fre-

mantle Harbour Trust was drawn
to the article in last Saturday's
Weekend Mail referring to the
poisoning of dogs and its unwar-
ranted inference that wharf
labourers could be responsible,
Strychnine is a very limited
import through the port of Fre-
mantle and is imported and
handled under the strict guard
and control of the Customs De-
partment and of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust. The Trust states
categorically that under no cir-
cumstances is open strychnine
ever to be found on the wharves.

When the attention of the Trust
was drawn to this newspaper
article, the general manager con-
tacted the Weekend Mail which
stated that it would publish a dis-
claimer in its next issue.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Maximum Speeds in Metropolitan Area

14. Mr. W. HEONEY asked the Minister
for Transport:
(1) What is the maximum speed In

the metropolitan area in respect
of-

(a) motor vehicles up to 30 cwt.;
(b) motor vehicles over 30 cwt.?

Use of Freeway
(2) Are such vehicles permitted to use

the Ewinana. Freeway?
(3) Have instructions been issued to

traffic constables that "as such
vehicles are limaited to 25 mriles in
metropolitan area," they are not
permitted to use the freeway?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) (a) 35 miles per hour.

(b) (i) Up to 3 tons-3 miles per
hour.

(ii) 3 tons to 7 tons-O miles
per hour.

(iii) 7 tons to 13 tons-fl
miles per hour.

(iv) Exceeding 13 tons--20
miles per hour.

(2) (a) Yes.
(b) (I) Yes.

(ii) Yes.
(iii) NO.
(iv) No.

(3) Yes, in relation to vehicles which
are permitted a maximum speed of 2&
miles per hour.

NARROWS BRIDGE
Erection of Clearance Signs

15. Mr. W. HEONEY asked the Minister
for Transport:
(1) Have any signs been erected

under the Narrows Bridge or over-
ways for the benefit of motor-
truck drivers, showing the height
of clearance?

(2) If not, is it proposed to install such
signs?

Mr. PERINS replied:
(1) No.
(2) No. The maximum height of a

motor truck, inclusive of loading
prescribed in the traffic regula-
tiona, is 14 ft., while the minimum
clearance to all structures at
the Narrows Bridge and overways
is 15 ft. There is therefore no
need to have special signs, which
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are only installed When bridge
clearances are substandard. Any
excessively high load travelling
under permit has an alternative
route defined in the permit.

ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 3)
Third Reading

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

METROPOLITAN REGION TOWN
PLANNING SCHEME BILL

Council's Amendments

Schedule of three amendments made by
the Council now considered.

in Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Roberts) In the Chair; Mr. Perkins (Min-
ister for Transport) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The following are
the amendments made by the Legislative
Council-

No. 1.
Clause 38, page 23, lines 3 to 5-

Delete paragraph (a) of subelause (2).
No. 2.

Clause 41, page 26-Delete.
No. 3.

Title-Delete the words "to regulate
the assessment of a Metropolitan
Improvement Tax."

Mr. PERKI.NS: I propose to ask the
Committee to disagree with all the amend-
ments made by the Legislative Council and
if I am permitted to do so, and as they
all deal with the same subject I will move
that all three be disagreed with. The posi-
tion is that they aim at deleting the pro-
visions for the collection of an improve-
ment tax. There was a long debate in this
Chamber on those provisions, and it is not
necessary to traverse the ground again.
A decision was made, and I do not think
there is any reason why we should change
the attitude that was adopted. Therefore,
I hope the Committee will stand by its
previous decision so that we can acquaint
the Legislative Council accordingly.

I would remind members that the tax
provided in the Bill will not represent
merely the funds that are to be made
available by the tax to implement the
town-planning scheme. With an assured
income from the tax, It will be possible
for borrowings to be made, and the tax
will be used to service them. Members
will realise. that by that means large sums
of money could be made available very
quickly to execute some of the town-plan-
ning work that is urgently needed to clean
up the unsatisfactory position that has

arisen as a result of interim development
orders being applied to SO many properties
in the metropolitan area. These properties
are under resumption so that the town
planning development of the city and Its
environs can be carried out. Therefore
it is urgent for this Bill to be carried in
its present form, so that property-owners
against whom interim development orders
have been issued will be able to receive
finality. I1 understand some cases of hard-
ship have arisen, and more eases will occur
as we proceed with town planning,

Members are aware of the Implications
of the western switch road. This project
Will affect many properties in the City of
Perth. In the implementing of the
Stephenson plan as a whole, many other
properties in the metropolitan area will be
affected. If we desire to Implement that
plan, it is necessary to pass this Bill in
its present form. For those reasons I
move-

That the amendments be not agreed
to.

Mr. 3. HEGNEY: I agree to the
amendments which were made in another
place, and which are before us for con-
sideration. It is proposed to raise £140,000
under this Bill for the purpose of imple-
menting the metropolitan regional plan.
The money for this purpose should be
made available from Consolidated Revenue,
and the majority of members in another
Place held this view. It is a fair and
reasonable decision for them to have made.

When we have regard to the amount
of money which the Government will re-
ceive from the taxing measures introduced
in this House In the last few weeks, par-
ticularly the revenue to be derived from
off-course betting, we must agree that
Consolidated Revenue should bear the cost
of the scheme.

The improvements envisaged under the
scheme will benefit not only the residents
of the metropolitan area, but all the people
of the State. For that reason the Govern-
ment should meet the cost. Instead of the
Government channelling a large sum to be
derived from the tax on off-course book-
making to the racecourses, it should use
that money for the implementation of the
town-planning scheme, and thus ease the
burden on the Treasury. It is not fair to
place a burden on residents in the metro-
politan area by imposing a rate of Id. in
the £.

In his policy speech, the Premier under-
took to ease taxation. During the session,
he stated in this House that the Govern-
ment proposed to give some relief in
respect of the land tax; yet here we have
a Bill before us to impose a tax of Id. in
the £ on the unimproved capital value of
land in the metropolitan area. If we agree
to the amendments made by the Legisla-
tive Council, the cost of implementing this
scheme will be met by Consolidated
Revenue.
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Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Do you think the
cast of implementing town-planning
schemes in the country should be borne by
residents in the metropolitan area?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The principles of
town planning should be on a State-wide
basis, They should be applicable to the
metropolitan area as well as to country
towns. Large sums of money are to be
derived from the taxing measures which
were passed recently. Some of that money
could be diverted for educational Purposes,
but we find that the Government proposes
to channel a huge sum to the racecourses.

Mr. MOIR: I support the amendments
made by the Legislative Council. They
follow the line of reasoning adopted by
the members on this side of the House.
When the Bill was debated here, it was
pointed out to the Premier and members
of the Government that they made state-
ments before the election to the effect that
taxation would be eased: Yet here we find
a Bill to impose a land tax estimated to
bring in £140,000 this year. No doubt the
tax will be increased as time goes on.

The Minister stated that it was not the
Government's intention to hold up the
settlement of claims in respect of land
resumption. If these amendments were
agreed to, those negotiations would not be
held up; on the contrary, settlement would
be expedited. Instead of the Town Plan-
ning Board having to wait for money from
taxation, it will have the money made
available by the Government to proceed
with land resumption. The Government
cannot raise an argument based on finan-
cial stringency, because we have seen
examples of the Government handing out
large sums of money in every direction.

Mr. Graham: Handing the money out
to its supporters.

Mr. MOIR: That is so. I was staggered
by the huge amount which this Govern-
ment handed out to the people in its poli-
tical favour. It should not be difficult for
the Government to find the necessary
funds for the implementation of the town-
planning scheme.

As mentioned by the previous speaker,
we have seen examples of the subsidy
which is to be Paid to the race clubs and
the amount that is to be handed out as a
transport subsidy to the farming com-
munity. We have seen the Government
resuming rail services on very unpayable
lines, and that will cost the Government
and the community many hundreds of
thousands of pounds per year.

Town planning benefits not only the
people of the metropolitan area, but all
the people of the State. Just because
some improvement is undertaken in a
particular locality, we should not expect
the people therein to pay for it. I can
appreciate the reaction of people living in
outlying centres if they were called upon
to pay for the establishment of water

supplies or roads in their districts. If that
were done we would receive many protests.
If it were proposed to levy a special tax
on the residents of Narrogin to pay for the
hospital which is being erected there or
for the high school, they would be up in
arms; and rightly so.

We have to consider these matters in
their true perspective. We should realise
that the metropolitan area is the capital
of Western Australia. Every person
residing in Western Australia has some
interest in it. This is not some special
favour which Is being conferred upon the
people of the metropolis. As the Govern-
ment is so happy about its financial posi-
tion there should be no trouble for it to
pay the money to compensate these
People. This Is one of the few occasions
when I can support amendments made by
the Legislative Council.

Mr. BRADY: I am in agreement with
the previous two speakers and find my-
self in favour of the Legislative Council's
amendments. It appears that at long last
the Legislative Council is actually adopt-
ing the role which it was supposed to have
adopted a couple of decades ago. It is
supposed to be a non-Party House, but
that is not usually evident. However, on
this occasion, apparently some members'
interests are being affected, and they are
accordingly adopting a non-Party attitude
in relation to this legislation. I welcome
the opportunity of supporting these
amendments.

I said from the outset that It was
wrong for the people in the metropolitan
area to be taxed for something that will
ultimately benefit all sections of the com-
munity. I was hoping to heifr the repre-
sentative of Darling flange in this House
support me in my earlier attempts to have
the rates reduced or to have the land-
holders in that area exempt from the tax.
But he did not do so. However, appar-
ently his friends in the Legislative Council
can see the iniquity in this legislation.
After all, the people from the country will
receive as much benefit from the measure
as those in Parts of the metropolitan area.
Those in my electorate will not gain very
much from this legislation, should it pass.

The members in the Legislative Council
are to be congratulated on taking the
broad view that Western Australia com-
prises 1,000,000 square miles and not just
the 125 square miles of the metropolitan
area. It is ridiculous that people living
in the metropolitan area should pay for
benefits which will be derived by people
over, the 1,000,000 square miles and by
people who are making thousands of
pounds in some of that area. We have
only to look at the probate figures, given
in The West Australian, to realise that
they are quite capable of paying this tax.

The people in outback areas believe that
this is a big step forward for the State.
If it is such a big step forward, the whole
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of the State should Pay; and instead of
just a few having to find id. in the £1.
the amount to be paid would Probably
only be about id. if spread over the whole
of Western Australia.

Another important point is that the
Government is going to raise over £750,000
from betting activities in Western AUS-
tralia during the next 12 months if the
legislation in that regard which is before
Parliament at present is agreed to. Of that
amount some hundreds of thousands of
pounds are to be credited to Consolidated
Revenue. For that reason it is no good
the Minister saying that this Bill Is neces-
sary in order to obtain money to com-
pensate people for the inconvenience
caused by the implementation of this
scheme. Instead of boosting up some of
the activities of the Trotting Association
and the Turf Club, which do very little for
the State, the money should be used for
this town-planning project.

If some of the members on the Govern-
ment side were honest, they would admit
that they would not have a bar of either
of those organisations; but they are pre-
pared to give them up to £500,00 and
then tax the people to obtain money for
this town-planning scheme.

I see no reason why we should not agree
to the Legislative Council's amendments.
After all, the gentlemen in that House are
very sound men. They are considered to
have a certain amount of ability and are
leaders in the business activities of West-
ern Australia. I suppose that one in par-
ticular would be chairman of half a dozen
businesses, and knows what he Is talking
about.

Mr. Hawke: He Is an expert on taxation.

Mr. BRADY: He knows the Government
has the money. I again congratulate the
Legislative Council on at least adopting
the role which we thought it would adopt
20 or 30 years ago. I am glad it has at
last seen the light and am happy to sup-
port its amendments.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Following the con-
cluding remarks of the member for Guild-
ford-Midland I think it will be agreed that
it is very refreshing to know that at times
in the other House and sometimes in this
Chamber members on the Government
side decide to exercise their own Judgment.
In this case I believe that the two mem-
bers concerned have done so. They have
decided that there should be certain
amendments to this Bill. I am going to
be consistent and am not going to sup-
port the Minister's motion. I opposed
these Provisions before and I intend to
continue doing so. I am pleased there
were sufficient members in the Legisla-
tive Council to reject the provisions upon
which the Minister insisted and which
were passed by this Chamber.

Mr. Hawke: If the Minister had accepted
the amendments moved here to the Bill,
he would not have had this trouble.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: This is the third Bill
of its kind. The Minister's attitude in
regard to amendments to this Bill certainly
does not warrant any consideration by
members on this side of the House. It
would be out of order, for example, to
refer to the Personnel, groups, or schedule
in regard to representation on this plan-
nling committee.

The CHAIRMAN': It would be out of
order.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Yes; I thought it
would be. I am not going to suggest that
one of the members who supported this
amendment in another place represents
a big area, the local authority of which
wanted direct representation. I believe
he has taken the broad view and said that
this is a matter for the State as a whole.
The Minister has suggested that this tax
should be imposed on those residing in
the metropolitan region, and he has sub-
mitted the argument that the property of
metropolitan landowners will be improved
because of the implementation of this
scheme. Any improvement that is made
to a street in Osborne Park is not going
to improve the value of land at Lesmurdie,
Bellevue, or Moora.

Mr. Lewis: Therefore, why should the
People of Moora pay for It?

Mr. W. HEONEY: The point is that if
there is going to be a tax at all, it should
be on a State-wide basis. I am glad the
member for Moore interjected then, and
I will come back to that later.

Mr. Lewis: Don't forget!
Mr. W. HEGNEY: No; I will not forget.

In fact, I will deal with it now. Previous
speakers have made reference to the taxing
perplexities of this Government. There
have been a number of Bills introduced
by this Government with the object of
taxing certain sections of the people, and
it has been stated that a large amount of
money is going to be paid to the racing
fraternity. I suggest that the Government
could implement the provisions in this
Bill by providing the money from Consoli-
dated Revenue into which fund a large
amount is to be placed from the racing
tax.

in regard to the interjection by the
member for Moore, if that were the case,
the landowners in Moore, Miling, etc..
would be taxed on the same basis as those
in Mt. Hawthorn and the workers in East
Perth.

Mr. Lewis: The land values In the metro-
politanl area will go up, though.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is another im-
portant point. You, Mr. Chairman, reside
in Sunbury and, no doubt, have a home
there. I reside in Mt. Hawthorn and
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have built a residence for my wife and
family. I am not interested in selling my
home, and therefore I am not interested
in the land values, whether they increase or
fall. It is my home, and it is where I
propose to live. 'The argument that land
values will be raised is all right for some-
one who has a home only for an invest-
ment and who wants to speculate In land
values; but not for the thousands of tax-
payers and workers in the metropolitan
area who own an ordinary home and are
paying for it.

The Minister for Transport said that
the extra tax on metropolitan landowners
would not be an imposition. I reiterate that
it would not be an imposition if it were
the only form of tax being imposed; but
members know the multiplicity of taxes
that have been imposed. However, there
is a limit. It has to be realised that the
landholder in the metropolitan area ISlikely to have to pay more tax because of
the approaching Empire Games. His
taxation from a local authority point of
view will continue to rise. I want either the
Minister for Transport or the Acting Pre-
mier to give some information to the Comn-
mitee-and I think it Is entitled to It-
in regard to the Government's pro-
posals for the Imposition of further land
tax in this session and for concessions;
and whether any measure is to be intro-
duced between now and Christmas eve, in
that regard. I will now refer to The West
Australian of the 13th November, 1959.

Mr. Graham: Do you agree with this
morning's leading article?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I have not had timne
to read it. In The West Australian under
the heading, "No Need for Land Tax, His-
lop Claims," we read-

Dr. J. G. Hislop (Lib.) suggested in
the Legislative Council last night that
the Government withdraw its Bill im-
posing a special land tax of id. in the
£ to finance its metropolitan town-
planning scheme.

He is a member of a, Party which forms
part of the Government. To continue-

Speaking on the metropolitan
Region Improvement Tax Bill he said
that Proposals for land tax reductions
totalling £250,000, which he believed
the Government was preparing, could
be adjusted to cover the money neces-
sary for the metropolitan scheme.
The metropolitan area, should not be
forced to pay the whole of the tax,
Dr. Hislop said.

(If Dr. Hislop voted against the Bill
with another Liberal member, Rt. C.
Mattiske, who has opposed the tax,
the measure could be defeated. Labor
is opposing the tax.)

I do not know whether the Government
Intends this session or next to bring down
a Bill reducing the land tax for certain
landowners; but if members of the Gov-
ernment Parties have been taken into the

confidence of their leaders, they may know
whether Dr. Hislop's statement is correct,
and whether legislation such as I have re-
ferred to is to be introduced. We are
entitled to know from the GovernmenI;
whether there is any foundation for Dr.
Hislop's statement; and, if there is, I
would say again. in reply to the member
for Moore, that it strongly suggests that
the finance required to implement the
measure should be taken from Consolida-
ted Revenue. We on this side of the
Chamber have consistently opposed this
provision as being sectional, just as we
opposed at least four Bills in connection
with S.P. betting for the same reason.

The Press report to which I have re-
ferred has not been refuted by the Gov-
ernment; and so it seems there is to be a
land tax reduction totalling about £260,000.
Even half of that amount would almost
equal what Is to be collected from this tax
on land In the metropolitan area. This is
the third time such a provision has
appeared in a Bill this session; and it has
been thrown out twice by the Legislative
Council and rejected on one occasion by
the Speaker. We have heard over the
years that another Place is a House of
review and a non-Party place, so let us
agree to disagree with the motion.

Mr. TONKIN: There are electors in the
Melville electorate who will get no more
benefit from this legislation than will elec-
tors in Katanning, Narrogin, Wagin, or
Pingelly; but they will be called upon to
make contributions in order that the
town-planning scheme may be implemen-
ted. It is not often one is in a position to
agree with the views of another place;
but this is one of those rare occasions
when we see a matter in the same light:
and r mention it only because it is such a
rarity.

The Government is tax-mad and is im-
posing taxes In all direction. If it were
not making hand-outs to some of its
friends, I would support it in connection
with this matter and agree to this pro-
posal. But the Government has been
giving money away and will continue to
do so; so I cannot agree to this special
tax. If the Government wants finance to
implement this scheme, it can take the
money ouG of Consolidated Revenue,
which will be increased as the result of
other taxing measures recently passed by
Parliament. There is no Justification for
this proposed tax.

If the Government took from Consoli-
dated Revenue the money it requires, the
burden would be spread over the whole
State; and it cannot be argued that only
metropolitan residents will benefit from
this scheme. I can think of a number of
people In the Melville electorate who will
derive little or no benefit from what is
Proposed to be done. As the member for
Mt. Hawthorn Pointed out, there is no
satisfaction in knowing that your property,
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is appreciating in value, if you do not in-
tend to sell and must continue to pay in-
creased rates as the result of the increased
value. As the honourable member said,
many people bequeath their homes to their
children; and that continues from gener-
ation to generation; and the only effect
on them is that they must pay higher
rates to the local authority as the value of
the property increases. The Government
cannot be as short of money as it would
have us believe, or it could not give so
much away to its friends.

Mr. Hawke: A sum of £350 per day to
one racing club.

Mr. TONKIN: I approve of the stand
taken by the Legislative Council on this
question, and I oppose the motion.

Mr. GRAHAM: I wish to make my posi-
tion clear with regard to the Legislative
Council. My opinion of that body Is the
same now as it has always been; and it
is merely a matter of circumstance that
several members of that Chamber are in
agreement with my viewpoint. I think
that they were motivated by self-interest
in arriving at their conclusions in this
matter, rather than by an overall con-
ception of the facts. I am not agreeing
with the Legislative Council; but, for what
are probably totally different reasons, two
Liberal Party members of that Chamber
voted in accordance with my view on this
matter.

It must not be thought by the Minister,
the Press, or anyone else that because one
is opposed to the imposition of this special
tax, one is opposed to a town-planning
scheme for the metropolitan area. Other
speakers have indicated the process that
has been employed by this Government
since it has been in office, and I do not
know whether that sort of thing is to con-
tinue. By and large, any Government
should have some regard for Its commit-
ments; and most Governments envisage
new schemes for the future and then de-
termine whether they have the necessary
financial resources at their disposal. If
a Government has not the necessary re-
sources, it either Increases existing taxes
or imposes new ones; but this is a. new
procedure of taxing one section of the com-
munity to provide something for another
section, and it is utterly ridiculous. It is
time the Government got back to the basis
of the community contributing towards
the needs of the State. I think it would be
asking for trouble to impose these sectional
taxes on the one band, and to give sectional
hand-outs on the other.

There was some mention by the Chief
Secretary yesterday about a campaign to
eradicate flies. I wonder whether it is
proposed that there shall be a special tax
of some sort imposed on some section of
the community to provide the necessary
funds? I know there is nothing novel

about this sort of happening, and the
Argentine ant legislation springs readily
to mind. But I think it will be agreed
that it is fundamentally wrong that it
should become a common process to put
money into a special fund to be devoted
to a Particular purpose.

There have been complaints from many
quarters that the Commonwealth does that
in connection with the petrol tax, although
some of the People who make complaints
feel that it should go the whole hog and
every Penny of fuel tax should be handed
out for the construction of roads. I am
looking forward to the day when the
moneys that are received on account of
liquor and tobacco will be handed out
100 Per cent to those persons who make
contributions to the exchequer in respect
of those two items.

Mr. W. A. Manning: What, for free beer?

Mr. GRAHAM: It could be in any form
chosen by the Commonwealth. Under
those circumstances It would require a
great stepping up of ordinary taxation to
Make UP for what the smokers and
drinkers contribute at present. However,
within recent weeks there has been a plea
by many, including a number on the other
side of the House. that an area of land
not far removed from Parliament House-
to wit, King's Park-does not belong to
Perth or the metropolitan area: It is the
prized possession of the State. Apparently
People from the country districts can pick
and choose. When they want to interfere
with the enjoyment by the people in the
metropolitan area of a certain portion of
their estate, it is right and proper, appar-
ently, for the country busybodies to inter-
fere with us and stop us from doing that:
but when it is a matter of developing the
capital city in certain ways, the country
people will not have anything to do with
it, because for the development work it
will require id. in the E taxation on the
ratable value of properties.

If this taxation were to be imposed on
a State-wide basis it would be far less
than id. in the E to raise the same sum of
money because there would be far more
contributors. So I ask those who have
thought, and who have made statements
along the lines of those made In respect
of King's Park-which is in the metropoli-
tan area and belongs to the whole
of the State-to agree with me on this
occasion. Many of them sought invitations
to the opening of the Narrows Bridge be-
cause that was supposed to be something
for the whole of the State. I ask them to
continue that broad outlook and agree
that the State of Western Australia should
be responsible for this particular activity.
If we are to subdivide ourselves into water-
tight compartments, I feel exceedingly
sorry for the remote Portions of the State,
because they will be left to fend for them-
selves.
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Surely we must expect a two-way traffic
in, this sort of thing; and if the more
densely populated and less settled portions
of the State are expected, as they always
have been, to carry certain burdens be-
cause of the people who are living further
out, it does not mean that all legislation
has necessarily to be directed in the way
of assisting exclusive sections. In other
words, let us become broader and bigger
in our outlook.

The Minister mentioned something about
a switch road. I thought that was one of
the justifications for increasing the
driver's-license fee and motor-vehicle
license fees. Now, apparently, the switch
road is to be financed from this proposed
new town-planning tax.

Mr. Perkins: I did not say that.
Mr. GRAHAM: I would like to know

what the Minister said. He made re-
ference to a number of things that would
take place ini the corning years in the
metropolitan area, including the western
switch road. I heard that with my own
ears within the last hour.

Mr. Perkins: That has a tremendous im-
pact around the metropolitan area, and
on planning.

Mr. GRAHAM: Of course. I am not
telling stories out of school when I say
that the Minister for Transport, in a
delightful speech at the Perth Town Hall
last Friday, said that he wanted to assure
his listeners that whilst they might not
appreciate paying increased vehicle and
motor-drivers' license fees, the sort of
thing they had witnessed that day-
namely, the opening of the Narrows
Bridge-or the construction of the western
switch road had to be paid for, and they
should not feel so put out by having to
find the additional amount.

Mr. Perkins: We were all in a. very
expansive mood that night.

Mr. GRAHAM: That may be so; but,
after all, the same pretext cannot be used
for the justification of two separate sets
of new taxes, or additional taxes. The
Minister has a right to speak on this, and
I would like to hear him talk his way out
of that one.

I hope I have indicated that I am not
agreeing with the Legislative Council;
but that two members of it, because of
the interests they represent, apparently
thought they would endear themselves with
those particular interests, and decided to
vote with the Labor members; and, as a
consequence, a majority of the members of
that Chamber are in agreement with mem-
bers of the Opposition in this Chamber
that governmental spending should come
from governmental revenue: and that it is
basically wrong to impose sectional taxes
for sectional purposes. That the Govern-
ment has been getting away with it ad lib
ad Country Party on a number of occasions

this year, is no reason why we should not
take advantage of every opportunity to
call a halt to the process.

Mr. WATTS: I would not have partici-
pated in this debate had It not been for
the some-what extraordinary obs;ervations
made by the member for Melville. My re-
collection carried me back two years almost
to this day-it was the 21st November,
1957-when the honourable member
brought before this Chamber a Bill to im-
pose a tax which is identical with the one
proposed in the Bill.

Mr. Tonkin: That is so: but we were
not giving money away.

Mr. WAITS: I am not going to debate
with the honourable member the question
he raised as to whether that tax, wider
present circumstances, ought to be levied;
but I am going to take up with the hon-
ourable member the argument he adduced
about the values, and the benefits to the
people in the metropolitan area as a result
of the town-planning scheme which is pro-
posed; because on the 21st November,
1957, the honourable member had this to
say-

No regional planning authority will
be effective without finance to carry
out the plan. It is therefore proposed
to adopt a suggestion made in the re-
port on the metropolitan region and
provide for an additional land tax on
properties in the metropolitan region
only but excluding improved agricul-
tural properties. Local authority rates
are not considered suitable for this
Purpose, which is reasonable in char-
acter, and the proposed land tax has
the following advantages:-

(a) it is a tax which affects the
average property-holder only
slightly;

(b)iIt is assessed on a uniform
basis;

(c) it is simple to collect as the
machinery already exists;

(d) it automatically reflects any
increase in values arising
from the benefits of the plan
and therefore provides a form
of "betterment" tax;

(e) the exclusion of agricultural
properties will not only en-
courage the retention of im-
portant market gardening and
orcharding Properties so
necessary for a capital city,
but will assist in maintaining
a degree of relatively open
country in and adjoining the
built-up area.

It is proposed to levy a tax of Ad. in
the f which, on Present assessments,
would produce about £127,000 per an-
num, or thereabouts. This, by itself,
would probably be insufficient for the
authority's Purposes and therefore
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Provision is made for the authority to
borrow money from the Government
on repayment of principal and inter-
est and, if necessary, to raise loans
from other sources on Government
guarantee.

if members are inclined to be ap-
prehensive about the justice of the
proposed tax, let me remind them that
if this town planning is carried out in
accordance with the plan the resul-
tant increase in value, from which all
lands will benefit, will be far greater
than any tax paid in the interim.

Mr. Br1and: Would they pay tax on
that revaluation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Yes, as the values increase, so the
amount of tax that they pay will in-
crease, but because the tax is a Id.
in the £ they will still derive far
greater benefit from the increased
value of their land and increased
facilities than what it would cost them
because if there is no suitable plan-
ning, many of the lands will not in-
crease in value as they would be
expected to do because physical con-
dition will bring about a change in
business and send it away to the sub-
urbs and out of the city.

Therefore, there will not be that in-
crease in value that should be expec-
ted with a proper lay-out; with prop-
erly constructed and wide roads to
allow free traffic flow; with properly
positioned and free parking areas and
the like, and the town will be developed
in a way whereby considerably en-
hanced land values can be expected.
That Is the practice all over the world,
but many cities are suffering today be-
cause of the lack of proper planning
in the initial stages. it is costing tre-
mendous. sums of money to remedy
the mistakes that have been made In
the past.

If the honourable member held those
views on values at that time-and I have
no doubt he did-I cannot for one minute
appreciate the point of view that he ex-
pressed this afternoon in respect of values;
because the position is precisely similar in
regard to that question. There must be
some enhancement of values, as the hon-
ourable member said; and if it were true
then, it is equally true today. But the
honourable member was trying to tell the
House that it is nothing of the kind.

Mr. Tonkin: I was drawing attention to
something else.

Mr. WATTS: The honourable member
spoke of the poor people who would be
paying this tax if this proposal were agreed
to; but he did not refer to them in 1957.

Mr. Tonkin,. I will have something more
to say In a few minutes.

Mr. WATTS: This afternoon the hon-
ourable member tried to make distinc-
tions betweeni different types of people in
the metropolitan area, and I suggest that
that just will not work. I leave it at that.

Ur. TONKIN: Broadly, I hold the same
views now as I did then; namely, that there
will be an appreciation of values in the
metropolitan area. But this will be felt
only by those who dispose of their pro-
perties. Quite a number of them have
done so in the large city blocks; and the
properties have changed hands at consider -
able figures.

Mr. Watts: Why didn't you make that
plain then?

Mr. TONKIN: Because the situation
was different. The Government of the
day was short of money. At the time I
introduced the legislation for the special
tax, the Government was not giving away
money; it was short of money.

Mr. Watts: That has nothing to do with
the point I made.

Mr. TONKIN: As far as I can see, it
has plenty to do with It. I object now be-
cause the Government is giving away
money with one hand and taking it back
with the other. It has no right to impose
taxation unless it is short of money. We
were short of money, and the action of
the Attorney-General and others asso-
ciated with him made us shorter still, be-
cause it deprived the Hawke Government
of hundreds of thousands of pounds which
it was receiving by way of tax on rural
lands.

Mr. Hawke: They did it deliberately.
Mr. TONKIN: That is so; and without

any thought whether the Government of
the day would have sufficient funds for its
requirements. So the Hawke Govern-
ment was not able to finance a metropoli-
tan town-planning scheme from general
revenue. No sooner did this Government
take office than It started to make hand-
outs to sections of its friends; and it has
taken steps to ensure that no matter what
succeeding Governments may think, those
subsidies will remain so long as the Legis-
lative Council wishes them to remain. A
Government that can make special hand-
outs has no right to impose taxation on
people who, during their lifetime, will get
no benefit from the expenditure of this
money. Even though the value of their
properties might be improved, if they do
not dispose of their properties they will
have to pay increased costs and greater
rates.

Yesterday I had the rather melancholy
experience of having to complete an ap-
plication for a widow's pension for a per-
son whose husband died on the wharf last
Friday. She has a small residence-for-
tunately in her name-on which I would
place a value of £1,500. No amount of
money spent on the town-planning scheme
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Wml benefit that woman in the slightest
degree. She will have to struggle to live;
but because property values will go up in
the metropolitan area generally, the value
of her property will go up and she will
have to pay more rates. Imagine my
going to her and saying, -1 am agreeing
to the imposition of an additional tar on
You in order to have a metropolitan town-
planning regional scheme.",

Mr. Watts: That is what you said in
1957.

Mr. TONKIN: She will he happy about
that! It will take more than the ability
of the Attorney-General to convince her
the Proposition is sound, despite what the
member for Melville said about the posi-
tion in 2957.

The Attorney-General has Introduced ex-
tended school bus services which will cost
tens of thousands of pounds a year. in
addition to the present cost, because it
will be for a particular section of the
people whom the Country Party repre-
sents. He is not concerned that this
economy was brought about because the
previous Government was short of money.
That Government did not discontinue the
services because It did not wish to con-
vey the children to school; It did so be-
cause it was short of money. The Minister
for Education was not in favour of the
Proposition, but he had no option but to
agree. This Government has money to
throw about.

Mr. Hawke: That is the word: "throw".
Mr. TONKIN: This Government makes

special grants and special subsidies. it
restores subsidies which were taken away
previously, without any thought as to
whether the money can be obtained in
some other way. Having done that, It
will help sections of its friends; but now
it seeks to -Impose a Special tax on people
in the metropolitan area who, during their
lifetime, will derive no benefit from it. If
the Government were genuinely short of
money, I 'would be prepared to support
this proposal; but it is not going to throw
money about with the consent of the mem-
ber for Melville.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am not going to
debate the amendment of the legislative
Council. I have already done so. During
my remarks I quoted a statement In The
West Australian attributed to Dr. Hislop,
a member of the Legislative Council, in
which he Indicated that the Government
intended to Introduce legislation which
would reduce land tax for some land-
owners by £250,000 a year. Could the
Acting Premier or any Minister advise me
whether that is true or not? If they are
not prepared to give this information, I
must accept their silence as consent, and
consider Dr. Hislop's statement true.

Mr. J. Hegney: He had inside informa-
tion.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: There is no reply from
the Ministers, or anybody else, by way of
denial, so their silence Must mean con-
sent.

The CHAIRMAN; We are not dealing
with Dr. Hislop's statement but with the
Legislative Council's amendment.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is quite true:
and I propose to read a clause it is sought
to delete.

Mr. Hawke: The amendments would not
have been here except for Dr. Hislop.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I would refer mem-
bers to page 23, clause 38 of the Bill. The
Legislative Council proposes to delete the
words--

The Authority should pay or cause
to be paid to the Fund-

(a) the proceeds of the Metro-
politan Region Improvement
Tax referred to In section
forty-one of this Act;

In the title it proposes to delete the words
"to regulate the assessment of a Metro-
politan Improvement Tax." We are asked
to agree that the Legislative Council's
amendment be not agreed to. I am merely
referring to a public statement to the effect
that legislation is to he introduced to re-
duce land tax by £250,000.

Mr. Watts: In which you are out of
order. You want to read Standing Orders
more carefully,

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Despite the spirit of
the Standing Orders, I am not quoting
from the Hansard report of the Legislative
council proceedings but from a statement
in the Press.

The CHAIRMAN; The honourable mem-
her must obey the decision I have made.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Would the Acting
Premier tell us whether legislation is to be
introduced to give landowners in this
State relief from land tax? We are en-
titled to know that.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthie
Mr. Hutchinsoan
Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Mannin

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Orab&=
Mr. Rail
Mr. Hawke
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney

Ayes--Il.
Sir Ross MeLarty
Mr. Rider
Mr, O'Connor
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. T. W. Mannf

9 SA.-
Noes-is8.

Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Moir
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Tome
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

(Teller.)
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Pairs.
Noes,

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Reesl
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry

Question thus passed.
Council's amendments not agreed to.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.
A committee consisting of Mr Watts

(Attorney-General), Mr. Evans, and Mr.
Perkins (Minister for Transport) drew up
reasons for not agreeing to the Council's
amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message ac-
cordingly returned to the Council.

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council with

amendments.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION
ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 3)

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 17th Novem-
ber.

MR. TONKIN (Melville) [4.24]: The
proposal in this Bill is designed to favour
those people who have as against those
who have not; because unless a person
owns land, he has no chance of obtaining
any benefit from this measure. The Min-
ister has called it a system of self-help:
but I am at a loss to understand how he
has applied that term, because it seems to
me it is a system under which the Govern-
ment guarantees to pay a subsidy, if
necessary, to a person who owns land, and
who makes an application. There is not
much self-help in that proposition. It is
substantially Government help, or else the
applicant would not be able to get the
extension.

What I do not like about the Bill is that
it is aimed at giving some people who own
land, but who ordinarily would not qualify
for an electricity extension for many
years-or, as the Minister says, for longer
than that-a. priority over those who
would qualify this year, next year, or the
year after. Therefore, a person owning
land who is able to get the Minister on
his side, can be given aL priority-to quote
the Minister's own words-"-in cases which
otherwise would not receive attention for
many years and, in some cases, for per-
haps longer than that."

The Minister does not like the system
which has been in operation for a great
length of time in this State under which
the State Electricity Commission deter-
mines which extensions it will make, based

Ayes,
Mr. Mann
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Brand
Dr. Henn
Majority for-S.

on two principles. Firstly, it has to con-
sider whether it is likely to obtain sufficient
loan money each year to enable it to make
adequate provision for the power require-
mnents of the future to meet the extensions
that are carried out in a normal way. My
experience as Minister for Electricity was
that every year was a worrying one from
the point of view of whether sufficient
capital would be available to the commis-
sion to enable it to carry out the normal
extensions which were ready to be made
and to provide for the building of new sta-
tions or portions of stations to produce
electricity to meet the demand. That was
always a worry.

Special cases have to be submitted to
the Treasurer for additional funds to be
made available in order to safeguard the
commission against the possibility that it
would carry out extensions throughout the
State but would not have sufficient
power to supply the consumers who were
connected to the electricity mains. Ex-
tensions cost a great deal of money, and
to keep pace with the development of a
State such as Western Australia the Bill
will place a heavy burden on the State
finances, adding to a burden which already
exists.

Just prior to the Hawke Government
going out of office, the commission found
it was possible to be a little more generous
with regard to the number of extensions
that were made yearly. For some time it
had not been possible to agree to connect
the residence of any person in the metro-
politan area to the main when more than
two poles for each consumer served were
required. That is to say, if a person built
his home in a comparatively new area,
and he wished to be connected to the elec-
tricity mains, but three, four, or five poles
were required to give that service, that
person would not obtain the electricity
because the extension would be unecon-
omic, and also there was enough work for
the commission to meet the extensions
which had already qualified and therefore
had to be carried out during each year.

Because of economy, reduction in the
price of coal, reduction in the cost of ex-
tensions and closer settlement, it became
possible to liberalise that policy a little,
so that before the previous Government
went out of office the policy was that a
new extension would be made if no more
than three poles per consumer were re-
quired.

If a new house was built, and it was so
far away from the main that four poles
were required, it could not be connected
to the supply because the proposition would
be uneconomical. If such houses were
connected, the imposition on the com-
mission would be so great that an in-
crease in the cost of electricity supplies
would be brought about. That would re-
sult in an increase not only to consumers
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generally, but to orchardists and manu-
facturers as well, because the commission
is expected to pay its way.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Would the exten-
sion of three poles be without guarantee?

Mr. TONKCIN: Yes. Prior to that liberal-
isation In policy, a prospective consumer
could not be connected if more than two
poles were required. The people living
in an area in Scarborough made represen-
tations to me aver a period of four to five
years in regard to the supply of electricity.
The houses were so scattered that more
than two poles per consumer were required,
so they did not get the supply. They did
not get It until they qualified under the
system in operation.

Two important factors must be kept in
mind in respect of this matter. The first
is that Western Australia Is rapidly ex-
panding economically, compared with the
past 15 or 20 years. Although the position
has been alleviated to some extent by the
withdrawal of trains, which used a lot
of electricity, such withdrawal resulting
in surplus power being made available,
nevertheless we will be hard put to find
sufficient funds to enable the commission
to keep on providing power stations and
extending mains to meet normal require-
ments, without any special favours.

Each year as a result of increased settle-
ment in town and country, further batches
of residences become eligible. t told a
deputation of the residents of Eden Park.
outside Bunbury, some two or three years
before they got a supply, that the com-
mission could not give them a supply until
there were 100 houses in that locality.
because that was the calculation which
would enable the extensions to be made
economically. As a result, those people had
to wait.

Without that extension, the State Elec-
tricity Commission was committed to as
much work as It had funds to carry out,
from year to year. This work was in
respect of people who qualified under the
system which the Minister dislikes, be-
cause he termed it as inflexible. Each
year, because of vacant spots being filled
and because of increased settlement,
houses which previously did not qualify be-
come qualified and so are eligible for con-
nection. That yearly progression provided,
during my term as Minister, ample work
to keep the commission fully occupied in
making extensions and finding the money
for that purpose.

If we introduce a scheme which, to use
the Minister's own words, will give a prior-
ity to people who will not qualify for many
years and perhaps longer, and so lift them
up by attending to their requirements Im-
miediately, we will add to the work of
connecting those who are already quali-
fied.

That will throw on to the commission
two distinct burdens, The first is the
necessity immediately to make further pro-
vision to meet the power needs, and this
will result in further capital expenditure;
the second burden is the money required
to carry out these extensions,

Because the Government will provide
a subsidy, If the commission is likely to
run into a loss by making these extensions,
the commission will not suffer. There-
fore we cannot expect that that will result
in any increase in the cost of electricity.
It will result in increased cost if the Gov-
erment subsidy is not completely ample
iii respect of revenue and capital expendi-
ture. I am wondering whether the com-
mission has made any submission to the
Minister to show what might be involved
in additional capital expenditure, and
whether the Government has taken any
notice of that submission.

I gave a lot of consideration to a request
of this nature when I was Minister, be-
cause it was put up to the Government
time and time again. When it was re-
ferred to the commission, it was strongly
opposed. I must asume that the com-
mission is still strongly opposed to it, and
that the Minister is introducing this Bill
despite the opposition of the commission.

I cannot imagine that the Minister has
sufficient information available, and is so
overpowering in his argument as to alter
the views of the members of the commis-
sion in a way which he would have to do
to get them to agree to the present pro-
posal. My assumption is that they must
be extremely unhappy about it. I can
understand the reason, because I know the
arguments which they put forward in the
years when I asked them to consider pro-
posals which were submitted to me by re-
presentative bodies. This proposition
came to me through the South-West con-
ference. it used to go on quite often.
This is a scheme by which Government
funds will be used to subsidise an exten-
sion out of turn to landowners who have
the means to pay.

Mr. Watts., You have the subsidy Idea
wrong. There is no Government subsidy.

Mr. TONKIN: That is the word used.
Mr. Watts: Not in the Bill. It is a ques-

tion of the person concerned providing the
additional capital cost if that is determined
on, or alternatively providing the In-
creased revenue to make the Proposition
economical.

Mr. TONKIN: Where does the capital
cost come In?

Mr. Watts: It comes in so far as they
agree to provide the additional capital to
undertake these works, without affecting
the commission's normal Programme.

Mr. TONKIN: Is that niot a subsidy?
That Is what I call it. This Is money ad-
vanced from the Treasury, In the same
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way that for a considerable time the
Treasury used to provide money to the
S.E.C. so that it could meet losses which
were Incurred.

Mr. Watts: That is quite a different
matter.

Mr. TONKCIN: It is not.
Mr. Watts: It will only enable the com-

mission to do more capital work. Sub-
sidy Is a matter of revenue or income.
There is no subsidy in this case.

Mr. T1ONKIN: I think it is a subsidy.
That is how I regard it. This proposal
will use Government funds to enable the
S.E.C. to give a high priority to people
who will not qualify for many years. If
those people happen to own land and pos-
sess money, they can get an immediate
extension. If a person lives in a country
district and does not own land of suf-
fictient quantity or possess sufficient funds.
he will not get any benefit from the Bill.

Mr. Watts: Somebody own the land
and the contract will be between the owner
of the land and the authority. The land
will be the security.

Mr. TONKfI: This proposal is to grant
a special priority over everybody else to
landowners who have the money to guar-
antee any loss in revenue over a period
of 30 years. That is the proposition. No
matter where a person Is living or how
long he has been waiting to be connected,
when his turn arrives there will be be-
fore him the people who have been lifted
in their priority and who in the normal
way would not qualify for many years
or longer than that.

In the ordinary course of events, those
people may not get a supply of electricity
for the next 25 years; but if the Minister
agrees, the commission will be instructed
to make the necessary connections. There
are people in other places who do not
own land and who have been waiting for
10 years already. They will continue to
wait for years to come and nothing will
be done for them.

Mr. Watts: It will not make the slight-
est difference to the normal operations of
the S.E.C.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course it will!
Mr. Watts: The Bill says it will not.
Mr. TONKIN: Bills provide for many

things which do not work out in practice.
One Bill says that a. proclamation has to
be issued, but I have not Yet seen it. Ir-
respective of the way in which one looks
at the Bill, It is nothing more nor less than
a Proposition to grant a high priority to
wealthy landowners.

Mr. Boss Hutchinson: Why wealthy?
Mr. TONKIN: If they are not, they will

not be able to, give a guarantee.
Mr. Craig: If you have a house or land,

that is sufficient guarantee.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is only a small
amount of money in most instances.

Mr. TONKIN: Has the honourable
member any Idea? I would say none at
all.

Mr. Craig: It might vary between £5
and £10.

Mr. TONKIN: The person concerned
will be asked to guarantee the loss of
revenue; and to ensure that the commis-
sion will not lose, a charge will be levied
upon the land for up to 30 years. There
will be a fairly substantial debt, if it is
necessary to lodge a caveat against the
land.

Sir Ross McLarty: The 30-year period
will not often apply.

Mr. TONKIN: It is envisaged that the
period could be up to 30 years.

Mr. Watts: It is a guarantee of income
over a long period.

Mr. TONKIN: There is no limit as to
the distances at all. The commission
might have to make an extension of 50
miles. If the Minister says the commis-
sion cannot reject the application, the
Treasurer provides the money for the
capital investment, and the landowner
gives a security to cover the loss in
revenue. Under those circumstances the
commission could not refuse to make an
extension all that distance, if those condi-
tions are met. Irrespective of what is in-
volved in it and how long it would be in
the ordinary course of events the per-
son could be granted this high priority-if
he happens to be a friend of the Minister.

It will be noticed that even though the
commission is satisfied that it should not
proceed with some application, unless the
Minister says it need not proceed with it,
it cannot reject the application. This Is
certainly giving the Minister more power
than ever I have seen the Opposition be-
ing prepared to give Ministers before. I
can recall discussions taking place over the
years on clauses which gave the Minister
right to control certain things. For in-
stance, provisions had included in them
the words "subject to the Minister". There
were always amendments moved to delete
those words. I cannot recall any instance
where any power similar to this was ever
given to a. Minister. That Power is to say
to some Government body that it has to
agree to an application unless the Minister
says it need not.

Mr. Hawke: It substitutes political con-
trol for business control.

Mr. TONIN: Is this system which is
in operation, and which the Minister says
is too inflexible for him, such a bad system
after all? What does It do? it guarantees
to everyone that without subsidy and
without additional payment he should be
connected up if he has, certain qualifica-
tions. That is the system. We know
beforehand what the requirements are. if
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he is in the metropolitan area, and he
builds a house that requires five or six
poles for it to be connected, then he can-
not get an extension.

Never, whilst I was Minister, did we
agree to an applicatilon. by anyone who
said that he would pay for the additional
cost. My answer to such an application
was that those who qualified in the ordin-
ary way should not have to wait longer
because someone with money was grante4
a Priority. Therefore It would not mattel
whether a man had £10,000 or £50,000, he
could not, by paying the cost of the exten-
sion, gain a priority over other people. I
believe that that Is a principle which
has served this State well, and which
should not be altered. If money is going
to give a priority, we will create a terrible
state of affairs.

Why would the commission Itself be
opposed to this proposal? And it is a
lair assumption that it is. It is a repre-
sentative body of men who know all the
implications, dangers, and injustices. It
never recommended this provision, but it
has been forced down its throat. Its
opinion is, to an extent, being assuaged
by the promise of the Government that
it should not be called upon to lose any-
thing,

The Minister says that there were long
discussions and negotiations which were
carefully conducted for a number of
reasons, the first of which is that the
commission has received an undertaking
from the Government that it will not be
asked to cover any losses through any
extensions that may be made as a result
of these negotiations. Is that not a pro-
mnise of a subsidy? And therefore same
arrangement must be made to ensure that
extensions beyond the point which the
commission, under its present policy, would
agree to, must be covered either by a capi-
tal contribution or by a revenue guarantee.

Mr. Watts; That Is a revenue guaran-
tee by the consumer, not from Consoli-
dated Revenue.

Mr. TOI'KtN: It will be appreciated I
think, by those who will reflect at all
on the matter, that if a number of new
industries were introduced into Western
Australia, the demand for power could
very substantially increase in the near
future; and even without this scheme, the
State Electricity Commission will have a
burden thrown upon it which may very
well prove beyond it and beyond the Oov-
ernnment's power to help. After all, loan
funds to the Government are not unlim-
ited, and there are certain commitments
which are inescapable. No matter how
sympathetic the Treasurer may be towards
the commission, be cannot give it all the
funds but only Its share. It is conceiv-
able that its fair share might be insuffi-
cient to meet the requlrements which
could arise from the establishment of
new Industries.

Just imagine the situation which would
arise if, having reached a decision like
that, the commission were obliged to n-
dertake extensions which, In the normal
course of events, might not have been car-
ried out for 20 years or more, all because
land was owned and finance was available
to make a guarantee, The Minister says
that this provision is in operation In Vic-
toria. I have studied the Victorian Act
and cannot find any such provision. There-
fore, it must be done under regulation by
the local authorities.

Mr. Watts: It is not done by the local
authorities; it is done by the commis-
sion.

Mr. TONKIN: Do not local authorities
in Victoria supply electricity in certain
places?

Mr. Watts: They may: but it is done
by the commission in those places where
the commission supplies the electricity.

Mr. TONKIN: There is no power pro-
vided for in the Victorian Act such as it
is proposed to incorporate in ours.

Mr. Watts: This provision is supposed
to protect the commission far more than
the other system, but the result Is the
same.

Mr. TONKIN. I take it that there the
commission makes up its own mind as to
what extensions are to be made and is
not told by the Minister.

Mr. Watts; I could not answer that.

Mr. TONKIN: This is a very bad prin-
ciple In the Bill. Even if the commis-
sion wants to reject an application for
any one of a number of reasons, it cannot
do so unless the Minster gives permis-
sion. That is imposing far too much
power in the Minister. The present Min-
ister will not always be In office, and
we could get some Ministers who would be
more subject to political pressure than
others; and that would be a nice how-do-
you-do. The £50,000 provided could quite
easily all be used up for the Minister's
friends and no-one else would get a
chance.

If the commnission were a body of nit-
wits or irresponsible men, I could under-
stand someone in authority saying, "I
will make the decision and you will do
what I tell you"; but we have experi-
enced men on the commission-men of
substance, of knowledge, and of repute.
Surely if they think an application ought
to be rejected, it is enough. To say to
them that they cannot reject an applica-
tion unless the Minister gives them per-
mission to do so is to give the Minister
far more power than I am prepared to
give him.

Mr. Watts: To what extent do you re-
gard the commission now as being subject
to its Minister?
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Mr. TONKIN: That depends on the Min-
ister. My view was always that the com-
mission had been appointed and I had
complete confidence in it, If I felt that
it was not treating an application in the
way I thought it should, I would discuss
the matter with the members of the com-
mission and tell them my views and pos-
sibly argue it two or three times. If such
discussions did not change their mind in
the matter, then I would never attempt to
say that they must do as I said, because
I never had reason to do so. In my ex-
perience I was always able, after discus-
sion, to see their point of view, or they
were able to see mine.

Mr. Watts: Do you believe that you
could have done that if you had wished
to?

Mr. TONKIN: I believe that if I had
wanted a certain instruction carried out
I could have made the commission carry
it out.

Mr. Watts: Why not repose a similar
confidence in another Minister?

Mr. TONKIN: That is not the same
thing as this; because this provision says
that if a person makes an application for
an extension-

Mr. Hawke: Provided he owns land.
Mr. TONKCIN: Yes, provided he owns

land and can meet the guarantee, then the
commission cannot reject such application
unless the Minister agrees to it.

Mr-. Watts: Is not the reason for that
quite obvious?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes; it is to me!
Mr. Watts: It is not desired that the

applications to which the commission is
agreeable should be referred to the Minis-
ter for discussion.

Mr, TONKIN: Oh no!
Mr. Watts: That is as r understand it.
Mr. TONKIN: I think it is in order to

enable the Minister to ensure that if he
has anyone he wants to be connected, that
will be done.

Mr. Watts: I think that is an unwar-
ranted reflection which you have no Justi-
fication for making at present.

Mr. TONKIN* I am not making it in
regard to the present Minister; but there
are some Ministers in this Government
whom I would not trust with that Power
for 5.000 years-without mentioning any
names--because they lack the ability to
weigh up a question fairly and squarely.
I am not saying that they would do any-
thing dishonest in the matter, but they
have no ability to gain a full appreciation
of what is involved in some questions. I
would refuse to allow some Ministers to
determine what was to be done in this
regard. We are not setting up a dictator-
ship in this State.

Here is a body established under legi-
lative enactment, the members of which
are representative of certain sections of
the community, and who are free to ad-
vocate their cause and express their
opinions in the commission. The general
manager has to carry out the policy of
the commission, subject to the Minister.
If the general manager, upon giving con-
sideration to any application, advises the
commission that it should not be acceded
to, and the commission agrees with him,
then I think that is enough.

If the Minister felt the members of the
commission were not acting in the right
way, he would have an opportunity of
discussing the situation with them: and if
they did not see his point of view or he did
not see theirs, he would be in the position of
having to direct them to do something,
and he would have to take full responsibil-
ity for it. I do not imagine that would
occur very often, if at all. However, this
provision leaves it wide open for strong
Political pressure; and whilst I have no
fears that the present Attorney-General
is, likely to succumb to strong pressure,
some individuals would, and that would
result in favouritism of a very unfair kind,
to the disadvantage of other people.

It must be remembered that Treasury
funds are involved in this; because it is
inevitable that every extension made years
ahead of its time will be uneconomic, and
will involve the commission in capital
expenditure much greater than it antici-
pated. It is unfair to put the commis-
sion in that position. Anyone who
examines the reports of the commission
over the years must be Impressed by the
workmanlike way in which it has carried
out its task and the fairness with which
it has done its work.

Members know how difficult, if not im-
possible, it has been to get an extension
for anybody out of his turn-whether an
individual or a district--for the simple
reason that any district or individual suc-
cessful in getting a supply of electricity
out of turn would do so to the disadvan-
tage of a lot of other people. It is in-
evitable that if many uneconomic exten-
sions are undertaken there will be an in-
crease in the cost of electricity, unless a
subsidy comes from somewhere to make up
the leeway.

Although, on the face of it, we are told
that there will be a guarantee against
loss of revenue, and that the Government
will find the money for the additional
capital works, I am not sure that Gov-
ernments will always find that money; be-
cause they are not always in a position
to do so. That could leave the commis-
sion in a very difficult situation; and I
think it would have helped the House con-
siderably if the Minister had read to menm-
bers some of the opinions on this matter
which must have been expressed by mem-
bers of the commission, so that we could
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have bad a proper appreciation of their
fears. Had that been done, we could have
decided whether those fears were real or
imaginary.

It must be borne in mind that mem-
bers of the commission are not members
of Parliament, and would have no reason
to take a political line in connection with
this matter. Their view would be the
State view and the commission's view, I
cannot conceive that members of the com-
mission would be happy about this pro-
Position. On the contrary, I believe that
they would be extremely worried about it.
It cannot be said that there is not on the
commission representation of country dis-
tricts, which would have the country point
of view on this question.

Anybody who stops to think will ap-
preciate that Western Australia will have
enough on its hands in meeting develop-
ment as it occurs, without projecting into
the immediate picture obligations which
in the normal course of events would not
occur for many years to come. f this
principle were extended-and in common
fairness it should be extended to the man
who is not wealthy-the whole thing would
break down, because it would b6 beyond
the capacity of the State Electricity Com-
mission to cope with it.

As it stands, this is a limited scheme for
the owners of land who can find the money
to guarantee the charges which will result
from the capital investment in making
the extension; and it will still, in some
cases, require a substantial amount of
money. I am strongly opposed to the Bill
because I believe that in creating special
favours such ms this, against the interests
of other people, we are doing something
which we should not be required to do.

'The commission requires all the funds
which the Government can make avail-
able to it in order to meet its normal
commitments. If the Government has
£50,000 more which it can make available
to the commission, it should do so now
irrespective of this scheme, because the
commission needs the money. In my view
there is no justification for imposing this
new obligation on the commission. It will
impose a far greater burden on the com-
mission than will be met by any subsidy
that the Government might make avail-
able; and for those reasons I shall not
support the Bill.

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay) [5.71: I whole-
heartedly support the Bill, because I be-
lieve it will be of immeasurable benefit,
particularly to people in the country. I
cannot help expressing surprise at the
opposition to the measure advanced by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. From
his remarks one could gain the impres-
sion that he would contend that no more
extensions should be carried out, except
in the metropolitan area, or in large
country centres such as Northam. But

this is an opportunity to meet the needs of
people who have been waiting for years to
obtain this facility.

Since I have represented the Toodyay
electorate, I have been inundated with re-
quests from people to make representa-
tions on their behalf in order to secure
electricity supplies for them. I know how
frustrating it is for people-and particu-
ladly those adjacent to existing Power
lines-to be without electricity. One has
only to visualise areas such as Wanneroo,
Swan, Parkerville, and Gidgiegannup,
where people have had properties for years
and have seen the power line a matter of
a few hundred yards away from them; but
where the commission, in its judgment,
has considered the cost of carrying out
the extensions to be uneconomic and has
refrained from doing the necessary work,
even though the applicants might be pre-
pared to meet the cost.

If a person is prepared to meet the cost
of an extension, I do not think he would
object to the commission holding a caveat
over his land. It is beside the point for
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to
say that one has to be a wealthy land-
owner in order to get an extension. I
would not like to gain the impression that
the honourable member is against small
landholders being given an opportunity to
be served with electricity. He must
realise that these rural properties are re-
stricted to five acres; and in consequence
the land is closely settled, Why should
we deprive these people of electricity?

The provision of electricity would play
a big part in the development of these
Properties, particularly in the case of
market gardens, orchards, vineyards, and
the like. I therefore think this is a good
move; and I could quote many cases where
people who are prepared to help them-
selves are being thwarted in their efforts
because the Electricity Commission has
been unco-operative.

Only last week I had the case of a young
married couple at Wanneroo, with a new
home wired for electricity. They made
application to the commission to have the
electricity supply connected: but it de-
clined on the ground that four poles would
be necessary-onie Pole more than the per-
missible three. These people offered to pay
for the extra pole, but the answer was
still, "No." Why should they not enjoy
having electricity in their home, as we in
the city area do?

I think we should give the Electricity
Commission every encouragement to carry
Out extensions where they are reasonably
economic. There is no question of giving
something for nothing; because the
people are prepared to pay for it. We
must also remember that not all country
areas will be heavy consumers of electric-
ity: because many of them are mainly
residential and will require only domestic
supplies. If people in those areas had
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electricity available to them; it would be
an incentive to them to live in the country
districts. There are many people who will
not live on their properties at Wanneroo,
Gidgiegannup, and elsewhere, without elec-
tricity, when they can reside in the metro-
politan area; but there is no question that
if the power were made available they
would live on their properties.

The only disappointing feature of the
Bill is that the amount of £50,000 is in-
adequate. I consider that the sum should
be much greater than that. I believe the
drain on the fund would be considerable
over the first 12 months; but as advances
were made in the extension of the elec-
tricity supply, less money would be re-
quired each year.

So far as extensions in my electorate
are concerned, I do not think there have
been any for the last 10 or 15 years,
except that which was carried out this
year in the 'Upper Swan and Eultbrook
area; and that work was done only to
.meet the requirements of the Air Force
station at Pearce. and was not carried
out on the Initiative of the State Electric-
ity Commission.

There are many properties at Upper
Swan, of from five to 15 acres, reasonably
close to that power line; and it is dis-
heartening to the people concerned to see
the line passing their properties and to
know that they cannot get electricity sup-
plies because the commission considers It
an uneconomic proposition. Why those
people cannot be supplied with electricity
Is beyond my understanding; and I sin-
cerely hope that the Opposition will view
the matter In that light and support the
Bill. Only this afternoon the member for
Boulder and the member for Guildford-
Midland, when speaking to another Bill,
said that we must not be parochial, but
must consider matters on a State-wide
basis and share In the responsibility. Why
-will not the Opposition give these people
in country areas an opportunity to obtain
electricity supplies? I am surprised that
there has been so much opposition to the
Bill.

I take exception to one remark of the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, who re-
flected on the Minister who would be in
charge of electricity. Had I been In the
present Minister's place I1 would have
taken umbrage at the remark, although It
did not necessarily apply to the present
Minister, but to whoever has that position
in the future. The remark was a reflec-
tion on the judgment of the people of the
State.

In the matter of electricity supplies,
most development has so far taken place
southward of the metropolitan area. There
are power schemes at South Fremantle,
Bunbury, and Collie, and I can envisage
considerable development In those areas;
but I am looking to the north of the
metropolitan area, where so far very little

development has taken place; and I think
the Bill will achieve something In that re-
gard.

I cannot visualise any wealthy stock-
owner, perhaps 1010 miles from the trans-
mission line, approaching the Minister and
saying that be will give a caveat over his
land, with the result that the commission
will spend a huge sum of money In extend-
ing the line to that property, to the detri-
ment of hundreds of smaller property-
owners who are awaiting supplies of elec-
tricity. I do not believe that that would
ever occur. I support the Bill.

MR. OWEN (Darling Range) (5.141: I
support the Bill because I believe It is a
move in the right direction. The gist of
the measure is that It will enable exten-
sions to be made beyond the point where
at present the commission Is not Prepared
to make a supply of electricity available
under the Provisions of the Act. There are
many cases where both individuals and
groups of Individuals are concerned.

The implementation of the present
policy of the State Electricity Commission
has been too inflexible. It is not, as the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has In-
timated, that there is a shortage of sup-
ply. Members of the commission have
indicated that they would be quite willing
to take the supply to certain properties if
sufficient Power were to be used to lustily
it-that is, If the people concerned would
consume sufficient power at ruling rates to
pay for the capital cost and sinking fund
as well as the electricity used. They are
quite open about that. They say, "You
put a big motor there, and we will supply
the line and you can draw from it what
power you want." That gives the lie direct
to the suggestion made by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition that there is no
power available, and that is why the com-
mission is unwilling to make these exten-
sions.

Mr. Tonkin., Never at any time have
I said that there was no power available.

Mr. OWEN: The point is that the State
Electricity Commission has been too
cautious, and its offcers are afraid that
if the line is extended just to one little
point they will have a hundred and one
other people on their backs. The commis-
sion has rigidly enforced its policy in some
instances, but has been lenient in others.
it is just too silly for words, and I can
give many instances of what has happened
in my own electorate.

In one case there is a high tension line,
with the poles spaced at the required dis-
tance, going right past a man's door. It
is a private residence and the high tension
22,000 volt lines go right past his door, but
the lower tension 440 volt current only
comes to within five bays of his property.
But the commission says, "No, we cannot
extend more than three bays." It is not as
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though the commission had to erect any
more pates, all that is required is the wfre
to cover the distance of five bays.

So on behalf of several landowners or
residents who were in the same situation
I appealed to the manager to extend the
line; but he said, "No. Three bays is as far
as we can go." Having had pointed out
to him the facts of the case, and that only
the extra wire was required, he said, "I am
sorry; we can't go outside our policy." It
was suggested that if this person cared
to erect his own line to the point where the
the current passed his property, or the
commission would erect the line for him
at his cost, he could be supplied in that
way. The fact that the poles were then
on private property apparently got over
the difficulty.

But what is the good of erecting a line
on private property when possibly, in two
or three months' time, another house will
be built near there and the line that he
is using for bringing the electricity to his
residence will be useless, because the com-
mission's line will come to his door and he
will be supplied from that?

There is another Instance of where a
man's Property was only five bays away
from the supply and the commission was
asked: "Will you extend for the normal
three bays and allow the potential con-
sumer to put up two poles on private
property, and so take the line to his pro-
perty in that way?" But the commission
said. "No, we won't do that. if he wants it
he must put up his own line with the
five Poles inside private property." When
we get cases like that it shows how ridi-
culous the position is.

I have another case; and the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition will probably re-
member the appeals and deputations which
were made to him when he was Minister
in charge of electricity. It was because
of the extension of the power line to
Piesse's Brook. The Minister said that
he could not agree to the proposition
and mentioned the case at Eden Brook,
Bunbury, to which he referred this after-
noon. But in this instance the settlers were
very patient because they had been waiting
for years. They had made appeals year
after year: and some 18 months ago I con-
ducted a personal survey of the properties
there to get an estimate of what power the
people were prepared to use; what motors
they would have, and what lights they
would be using. This information was
submitted to the manager of the com-
mission with a request that the extension
be made if possible: and the settlers offered
to erect, or at least supply, the Poles and
put them on the spot; they were even
prepared to dig the holes and erect the
poles if necessary.

After due consideration, and after send-
ing one of his officers there to check
the matter, the manager informed me that
If the people were prepared to put in

the motors they had indicated they would
use, the extensions would be made. I
gave that message to the people concerned;
and, as members can imagine, they were
jubilant because there was a possibility
of their homes being connected to the
current before last Christmas. However,
af ter a closer survey, the S.E.C. informed
the people that the district would be
divided into several groups;, and at one
property, which was of considerable size,
the commission said that it would supply
the current to the nearest point on the
property, which was 250 yards from the
settler's house.

That was another case of where the high
tension line followed the road and passed
within 50 ft. of the house. But the man-
ager and his officers insisted that if the
man wanted the supply he must take the
line 250 yards on his own property, which
meant that he would have to take the
440 volt lines to the house, and then
down to his pump, an extra cost
of something lie £250. This man is
not a rich landowner, and he could
not possibly afford to pay the £250. He
already has a diesel motor for pumping,
but he was prepared to get rid of that
and install a 20 horse-power electric motor.

It was pointed out to the manager that
just opposite this man's residence it was
possible that another house would be
erected; in fact, the owner of the block had
had plans prepared, had cleared and lev-
elled the ground, and was Preparing for
the foundations to be laid. But the man-
ager pig-headedly said. "That's all right.
When that house is erected up to the
stage where the connections can be made,
we will give the first settler a supply from
opposite his house. But until the other
house is completed, we cannot do it."

That is another case which shows how
silly the position can get when a depart-
ment sticks rigidly to its policy. That man
would have had to spend £250 to put the
line on his property; but as soon as the
residence opposite was completed, the line
would have to be pulled down and sold for
scrap, because that is all the value it would
have. But the S.E.C. would not depsart
from its policy. Unfortunately the person
who was going to build has not been able
to complete the job, and so far only part
of the framework has been built.

It is now over 12 months since the
S.E.C. indicated that it was willing to go
ahead with the scheme if the settler would
erect his own line for the 250 yards In-
volved, and we have not been able to in-
duce the manager to depart from that
policy. I hope that by the Passage of this
Bill it will be possible for the settler to
guarantee to the commission that he will
consume sufficient current, or at least.
pay for sufficient cur-rent, to warrant the
line being taken to his home.

I quote only those few cases, although.
there are many more in my electorate,
and probably there are many more In other
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electorates where, for the sake of a few
pounds--and not for the sake of £50,000,
as the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
said-people could be supplied with elec-
tricity. It is only sensible that those
connections which would not involve the
expenditure of large sums of money should
be dealt with first. There is only a lim-
ited sum of money available, and it should
be used to supply as many people as pos-
sible. Therefore, those connections which
involve only the expenditure of small sums
should take preference before the com-mission embarks on some scheme which
will involve the expenditure of larger sums.
It is just too ridiculous to contemplate
that the Minister would agree to spend-
Ing large sums of money on connecting a
house to the scheme if it were 50 miles
from the nearest point of electricity!

I mentioned earlier that there are many
instances where People are prepared to
supply the necessary poles. This applies
in the hills area particularly because the
people can get the poles on the spot, and
at a much cheaper rate than the comimis-
sion has to pay. Some time ago I asked
a question in the House about the cost of
poles to the S.E.C. and I was advised
that it cost up to £10 per pole to land them
on the site. There are many people who
would be only too happy to cut the poles
from their own properties: and, in many
instances, they would be only too happy
to erect them if only they could get power.
This shows that they are bona fide cases,
and the people are prepared to do what
they can to help themselves. There Is
an old adage that God helps those who
help themselves, and I agree with it.
This Bill will enable those willing to help
themselves to get some consideration from
the commission.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
made quite a mouthful of the fact that
under no circumstances would he give
consideration to assisting those who could
pay for the work themselves. I have heard
the same thing from him many times both
in regard to the supply of electricity and
the supply of water. I thought he was
really dinkum about it, and I was prepared
to accept his point of view in that regard.
But only two years ago, a week or so after
I had taken a deputation to him in regard
to water supplies, he adopted a very dif-
ferent attituide.

When I took the deputation to him, the
people said they were prepared to pay for
the water, the piping, and everything else;
but the Minister said "I'm sorry; we just
can't do that." Yet, within a few weeks.
someone who had money put up a propo-
sition to the Water Supply Department
in which he offered to make a free gift of
£5,000 plus an interest-free loan of some
£10,000 or £12.000 if a water Supply
could be Provided for a projected housing
settlement. The Minister accepted it with
open arms; and when I Queried the matter

in this House he said, "Yes, but there are
special circumstances associated with that
case."

Mr. Tonkin* Which you don't seem to be
able to appreciate. As a matter of fact,
the statement that you allege was made
was never made by me with regard to
water.

Mr. OWEN: I beg to differ.
Mr. Tonkin., You bring the proof.
Mr. OWEN: I can bring members of

the deputation here and they will prove
what the Minister said. He said, "No. We
cannot accept a guarantee."

Mr. Tonkin. The statement was never
made by me.

Mr. OWEN:, That is a fact; and I know
of people who will come forward and say
that the Minister said It.

Mr. Tonkin: Witnesses will come for-
ward and say anything.

Mr. OWEN: With one case we were
dealing with the country areas water
scheme, and in the other case it was the
metropolitan water scheme. The Minister
did say that.

Mr. Tonkin: The Minister didn't say it.
Mr. OWEN: The Minister of the day did

say that, and I can prove it.
Mr. Tonkin. I didn't say It.
Mr. OWEN: I have people who will come

forward and confirm what I have said.
Mr. Tonkin: No you haven't!
The SPEAKER: Order!I I am sure we

are getting nowhere with this discussion.
Mr. OWEN: The person who was then

Minister, now the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, told the deputation that; and
yet a few weeks later he accepted, with
wide-open arms, this offer of a gift of
£6,000, plus a free loan to have that water
installed. I might say that up to date on
that projected housing settlement there
are about 20 houses. But I do not think
the scheme as promised by the department
has been put into operation. As I have
already said. I accepted it because the
water was brought nearer to the Maids.
Vale district; and on that account I was
prepared to accept the then Minister's
change of front.

So I do not take the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition too seriously when he says
this evening that he is opposed to any-
thing that gives an advantage to those
who can pay for it; because in that in-
stance he accepted the proposition with
alacrity.

Mr. Hawke: E~xactly what did the ex-
Minister say?

Mr. OWEN: I did not catch the inter-
jection. I believe that this Bill will make
it possible to supply electricity to the
many people who have been Just out of
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reach of that supply. I wholeheartedly
support the measure and trust It will be
carried and put into operation at an
early date.

M. W. A. MANNING (Nanrogin) E5.32]:
1 am surprised that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition should oppose the second
reading of this Bill. We could understand it
perhaps if he had some points to ri-ase in
Committee, but it is difficult for me to
comprehend why he should oppose the
second reading of the measure.

Mr. Tonkin: Why is the commission op-
Posed to it?

Mr. W. A. MANING: I do not know.
The honcurable member seems to be op-
Posed to the Bill because he believes it
could work to the disadvantage of the
S.E.C.

Mr. Tonkin: Oh. they are throwing their
hats in the air!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: They should be.
The whole basis of the supply of electricity
is to provide the greatest amount of cur-
rent at the lowest possible rates. It is
obviously easier for an undertaking to sup-
ply electricity to the greater number of
consumers It can reach more easily, as
long as the power can be produced. The
honourable member says the power Is
available. If It Is available the most im-
portant thing Is to dispose of it to every
Outlet possible.

The proposition contained In this Bill
is to provide more consumers with power.
In reply to an Interjection I made, the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition said that
those for whom the S.E.C. would extend
its power lines--three poles--would get it
without a guarantee. That would mean
it would be supplied to an Individual who
would use the very minimum of power;
and what he used would not even pay the
interest on the capital cost of three poles.

Mr. Tonkin: Yea it would.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: Not necessarily.

because there Is no guarantee.
Mr. Tonkin., It is worked out on that

basis.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: There Is no

guarantee.
Mr. Tonkin: They know.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: How do they

know?
Mr. Tonkin: A mere arithmetical calcula-

tion will tell them.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: There is no way

of calculating it unless there Is a guaran-
tee. Unless there Is such a guarantee, they
can do what they like. If there is an
extension beyond three Poles-it could be
any number-the person who requires the
extension is willing to pay either a guaran-
teed amount for current-whether he con-
sumes that amount or not-plus, in some
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cases, a contribution to the capital cost
or portion of the capital Cost. It IS a Mat-
ter of simple arithmetic to work out how
much the commission will make. It will
know exactly, because it will be working
under a guarantee. All it will have to do
Is to cover the capital cost of the amount
of current consumed.

So before the extension is made, the
commission will know where it stands; and
it does not know that in every instance.
The Bill provides a long-felt want, because
there are many people so situated that
they cannot connect their properties to
the ordinary main, because they are too
far away. Yet their prospective consump-
tion Is great enough to warrant It. But
how does the S.E.C. know what the con-
sumption is going to be? it can estimate It;
it can say what it probably will be: but it
is not prepared to extend Its lines on that
basis.

But if the prospective consumer said,
"In order to put the matter on a financial
basis, I guarantee I will use a certain
amount: and whether I use it or not, I will
pay for that amount," surely that would
constitute a financial proposition to the
S.E.C. There Is no cause for alarm when
extensions of power lines are made on that
basis. I1 know that is done, because I was
connected with the Narrogin Municipal
Power House, where people who were
established in small industries, or even
in homes a certain distance out, said, "Sup-
ply us with current:" but on working the
matter out it was found not to be a finan-
cial proposition. Accordingly, these people
are told, "Sorry, it cannot be done."

But surely If the persons concerned are
willing to guarantee that they will make it
a financial proposition, it should be done!£
I fail to see any reason why people should
be deprived of power when they are will-
ing to guarantee it. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition says he would not be in-
fluenced by the fact that they have
money. But what is the basis of the run-
nling of the S.E.C. if it is not to make
it a financial undertaking so that it can
supply current at the lowest possible price?
The very basis of its activities is money.
The S.2.C. cannot be run except on a
financial basis.

Here is a way to benefit both the S.E.C.
and the prospective consumer. Who Is to
lose? They are the only two parties to the
transaction. Any opposition to this
measure is totally unwarranted, because
the whole basis of the scheme Is sound;
and I hope the House will support the Bill.

[The Deputy SpeakerT (Mr. Cromitn.l)
took the Chair.]

SIR ROSS McLARTY (Murray) [5.381:
1 can understand the concern of the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition when he
talks about the financial Position of the
Electricity Commission not coming under
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Political influence. 'rhe S.E.C. is expected
to pay its own way and, therefore, must
look at things from a business Point Of
view. The present Treasurer, and future
Treasurers, should be concerned as to how
the business of the S.E.C. is going. In all
the circumstances, I feel it has done a
good job, and that it has been well
managed. I agree with the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition that the freer we can
keep it from political control, and the more
we treat it as a business undertaking, the
better it will be.

But when I look at this Bill, I cannot
see any. danger in it. After all, if an ex-
tension is to be made, the consumer will
agree to pay the revenue that is required;
and he will also agree to bear the cost of
certain capital expenditure. If that is so.'I fail to see where the S.E.C. will be in-
volved in any financial loss. I was very
interested to hear the speech of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, and he must
have given a considerable amount of
thought to this legislation. He did say,
however, that he thought that if the pro-
posals in this Hill were agreed to. they
would have the effect of interfering with
certain Priorities which have already been
established, or which will be established
under the present circumstances.

I will confess that to scme extent, per-
haps, I am lookng at this Bill through
prejudiced eyes, because my own electorate
is most concerned about it. There are
certain extensions which are being strongly
advocated in my elector ate and wxhich could
not be made under the existing circum-
stances. The places concerned are close
to the metropolitan area. Will this legisla-
tion interfere with existing priorities? I
do not think it will. I think that, follow-
ing the growth of the metrofloliten attO-
and those areas adjacent to it, there will
be a continuous demand for years to come
for an additional supply of electricity in
the areas concerned.

That being the case, I fail to see how we
are going to get the extensions to the outer
areas. This legislation will certainly bene-
fit certain landowners referred to by the
member for Toodyay and the member for
Darling Range; but I would say to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, and I
think he will agree with me, that it will
have the effect of creating more wealth
from the land, which must, in the ultimate,
benefit everyone. I know that in my own
area, quite close to Perth. there are a
number of farmers, particularly dairy
farmers, who would welcome having power
supplied.

Another factor which weighs with me
Is that where we see electricity and power
being extended to certain districts and
areas, it is to those places to which people
will go. It does have a detrimental effect
upon land values when prospective buyers
or settlers are told there is no power in a

district, and there is not likely to be any
for a long time to come. That state of
affairs is most undesirable. We advocated.
here, that we should provide houses ahead
of applications in the country areas, I feel
it is equally important that we should pro-
vide Power-though perhaps not ahead of
requirements--to meet the present need;
and I am sure this can be done without
loss to the State Electricity Commission.

I know of quite a number of cases where
extensions have not been agreed to by the
commission because it has not been con-
sidered economical to make those exten-
sions. I can understand that under the
present policy, because the commission
cannot be involved in losses; Particularly
as we expect it to pay its own way. But
when people are prepared to give this
guarantee, both in regard to capital costs
and current costs, I repeat that I cannot see
how the commission is likely to be in-
volved in any financial losses. Tt can pro-
tect itself. I think the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition will agree that no Minis-
ter would say to the commission, "You
make these extensions whether they are
economical or not.'

If Ministers are so irresponsible as to
do that, I despair of the future. How-
ever, my experience of Ministers leads me
to believe that they have not been sub-
ject to political influence to such an ex-
tent that they would act irresponsibly in
this direction.

Mr. Tonkin: When you were Treasurer~
were you able to make available to the
S.E.C. all the funds it required?

Sir ROSS McLARTY: No, I was not. I
remember one Premiers' Conference which
I attended. During the last hours of that
conference, when the Premiers were want-
ing to get away, I could not get the money
I wanted for electricity extensions. I am
grateful to my friend, the Premier of
South Australia, who suggested to me that
I should make an application to the Loan
Council for our S.E.C. to have its own
rights of borrowing. He said, "You make
the application and I will support you;
and we will keep them here until they
agree." That was very good and very
helpful advice.

The then Under-Treasurer advised me
to ask for borrowing powers that year up
to £1,000,000. I said, "I think the atmo-
sphere is such that we might go for
£2,000,000 so that we may carry out the
extensions." I did ask for permission to
borrow that amount and to give the S.E.C.
its own right to borrow. It was agreed
to by the Loan Council.

I say again that I agree with the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition when he says
that the finances of the commission should
be safeguarded. If I thought there was
anything in this Bill which would not
safeguard the commission, or which could
lead to political influence detrimental to
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the commission, I would not support it. I
have read the Bill through carefully, and
I have listened to the Minister in charge of
the Bill giving his explanation, and I can-
not see anything wrong with the measure.

I know that in my own electorate-
which I hope Will benefit as a result of
the passing of this Bill; or a certain part
of it-there will be very keen disappoint-
ment if this legislation is not passed. I
do not think that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition need fear that there are
going to be any extensions of 50 miles being
made.

Mr. Watts: Heavens, no!
Sir ROSS MeLARTY: That is not the

intention of this Bill. Guarantees will
not be given unless the extension concerns
a very large town where the work would
be a Practical proposition. When the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition talked
about such an extension being made, I
think he was rather exaggerating the
Position and was getting outside the prac-
tical scope of this Bill.

Mr. Tonkin: I had in mind a gentle-
man with a very substantial stud farm
whom it would pay to outlay several
thousands of pounds in order to get an
extension.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: I think probably
that gentleman might live in a certain
town, or outside a certain town; and that
he might also be surrounded by many
small farmers and farmers en route, and
he would not, by any means, be the only
person who would benefit. Under a.
scheme like this, if that gentleman bene-
fits, many others will benefit with him.
I do not think I need take up any more
time in supporting this measure. I con-
gratulate the Minister on its introduc-
tion; and I believe it will prove to be a
practical proposition and will give hope to
certain areas which are at present with-
out hope. It will encourage the further
development of those districts.

MR. I. W. MANNING (Harvey) [5.501:
I believe there is need for the policy of the
State Electricity Commission as regards
extensions to be a little more flexible.
Like the member for Toodyay. I can re-
count many instances where a particular
area has been linked up to the S.E.C.
mains and one property has been left out
because it is just one or two poles too far
away. The people have said to me, 'Is
there not some way whereby we can ln
up with the power and have the benefi of
electricity?"

All sorts of cases have been presented
to the S.E.C. and to the Minister and they
have been refused. Many instances of
that nature have occurred in my own elec-
torate; and I know from what other mem-
bers have said that the same position
exists in their electorates. If this Bill
provides an opportunity for the people

who are a short distance from the S.E.C.
mains to be connected with electricity,
then it provides a good service and it is
a worth-while measure. Under those cir-
cumnstances I cannot understand why any-
one wvould want to oppose the measure.

I cannot see how this Hill will interfere
with anyone's priority, because it only per-
mits the S.E.C. to connect properties which
are a short distance away from the power
in areas where the commission is linking
up the power.

Mr. Tonkin: It could lead to a ration-
ing of power supplies.

Mr. I. W. MANNING: I do not think so.
Mr. Tonkin: Of course you don't!
Mr. I. W. MANNING: I feel the Deputy

Leader of the Opposition must be prejud-
iced against the country.

Mr. Tonkcin: I am a realist; that is all.

Mr. 1. W. MANNING: Surely the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition must
recognise that some sympathy must be
shown to people when the power line
passes their property. I know a number
of instances where the dairy belonging to
the property is connected to the power,
but the farmhouse is not, on account of
its distance away from the dairy. This
farmer pays a considerable amount of
money to the S.E.C., but he cannot have
his house linked up with the power. There
are also rural houses which are in close
proximity to townsite areas. The present
policy says that there must be five of
these houses to a Quarter of a mile.

While under past policy there had to be
five dairies per mile in the farming areas,
that number is down to two dairies. How-
ever, we still have the instance of five
houses per quarter mile in regard to rural
houses. Surely there should be some more
flexible policy, when the power line passes
the houses! The S.E.C. says that another
transformer will be required and the cost
does not justify the extension; but if the
people concerned are prepared to pay for
the transformer surely the power can be
connected to their properties.

The people in the cities and in the major
towns are enjoying the amenity of electric
power, but it is denied to these people.
All that is required is a little commonsense
and sympathy; and the acceptance of the
margin of difference between what the
S.E.C. is prepared to spend and what the
actual cost will be to have the power con-
nected. That is just plain comnmonsense.
I see behind this measure the purpose of
achieving that, and it has my whole-
hearted support.

MR. 3. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.56]:
I have listened to the debate, and I have
heard the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion analyse the substance of the Bill. I
feel I should support the measure because
it contains a good deal of merit. Having
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represented the Middle Swan electorate it has a vital effect on the banana indus-
for many years: and knowing how many
representations have been made to me in
connection with extensions of electricity
not by wealthy people, but by people who
are struggling on the outskirts of the met-
ropolitan area-there is a good deal of
merit in the proposal.

The Hill contains a principle which now
exists within the Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply Department. Ever since I have been
in politics the question of extending water
mains to a point Just beyond the supply
has often arisen, particularly in connec-
tion with those People situated in the
outer metropolitan area.

Mr. Tonkin: The member for Darling
Range did not know that.

Mr. J. HEONEY: I am not dealing with
the member for Darling Range at the
moment. over the years, it has been the
practice to make those water extensions
by the use of guarantees. Having regard
to the amount of loan funds available, the
department, in recent years, has not been
prepared to make long extensions. I find
that the principle proposed in this measure
is one similar to what is to be found
in the metropolitan Water Supply Act.
As a matter of fact, when I first
entered Parliament, these guarantees came
into being at Oreenmount. The late Hugo
Throssell was paying £10 per annumn by
way of guarantee. The attitude of the de-
partment at that time was to eliminate
guarantees if possible.

Whilst the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition is fearful in regard to the proposi-
tion before us, I think his main fear is
that some Minister may be in charge
of the S.E.C. at some future time who may
agree to a proposition involving consider-
able capital; or who may give approval
for political reasons. I do not think he
need have any fears in that regard. Uinder
this proposal extensions will be made
around the metropolitan area and to dis-
tricts such as Toodyay and the Darling
Range.

The former Minister in charge of Elec-
tricity will remember that prior to the war
People in the community Paid guarantees
for the purpose of getting the electricity
extended to their areas. I know this was
the ease at Welshpooll and Wattle Grove.
The S.E.C. had the use of that money,
but it did not extend the electricity.

Mr. Owen: That was before the days of
the S.E.C.; it was in the time of the tram-
ways.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: That may be so; but
the guarantees were for the extension of
electricity. I have spoken to the Minister
for Electricity in regard to an extension
in my electorate at Dunreath to a man
who is living just off the highway. He re-
quires this electrical power for the pur-
pose of developing an industry which could
be of some Importance to this State as

try. This chap is a scientist and a
graduate of the University of Western Aus-
tralia. He is endeavouring to establish
an agricultural business capable of pro-
ducing a wax to cover bananas in order
to protect them.

The Carnarvon growers supply over
£500,000 worth of bananas to the con-
sumers in this State. At present they
depend on the importation of this
wax from Eastern Australia or over-
seas. The wax is most important to the
industry. This fellow at the Ewinana
Chemical Works, as it is known, could
supply all the wax needed for the in-
dustry if he could get an extension of
electricity. He is 600 yards from the main.
and he says quite frankly that he is un-
willing to pay the capital cost of an exten-
sion. If there were a way by which he
could guarantee the cost, until other in-
dustries were developed around him, which
could help to reduce the capital amount,
his industry could be developed. Some

representation has been made to the Min-
ister for Industrial Development, and I
understand he rejected the proposition out
of hand.

Mr. Court: That is not so.
Mr. J. HEGNEY: I am informed that

the Minister could do nothing about the
matter, so the application was rejected.
Under the Bill it would be possible for
negotiations to take place between this
chap and the State Electricity Commission.
He is not a capitalist in the true
sense of the word, but a graduate of the
University; and he is developing a vital
industry which could be fully developed if
he had power. At the moment he can go
so far in producing this commodity at his
chemical works, and then he has to take
the stuff to his home in Kalamunda In
order to complete the process. This is an
unsatisfactory way of getting bulk produc-
tion. If the Bill became law, he would
have an opportunity of making an applica-
tion to the commission and arranging to
guarantee the cost of an extension until
such time as other consumers came into the
district, when he could be recouped his
outlay.

A limited amount of money is to be made
available, and the Minister has said that
what is proposed will not affect the ordin-
ary priority of extensions in the metro-
politan area, or in other areas where a
priority system exists. Prom that point of
view, the Bill has merit: and we should not
condemn it out of hand. I am hoping that
the Minister will do the right thing in
respect of any proposition that is put be-
fore him. In the first instance, proposi-
tions would be considered by the cormis-
sion: but before any applications for exten-
sions were rejected, they should be reviewed
by the Minister.

The present Minister will be in offie
for a period of three years--perhaps six
years. I am hoping, however, that the
former Minister will become the Minister
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for Electricity at a not-far-distant date;
and, if he becomes the Minister. I have no
doubt that he will exercise restraint and
discretion. He is just as hard to deal with
as is the present minister; he decides each
case on its merits, and is not prepared to
give favours to anyone.

I remember that high tension wires
Passed the front door of an architect's
home, and he was told that it would be
Possible for him to be supplied with elec-
tricity. The electricians wired his place,
but when he sought a connection he was
refused, notwithstanding that the high
tension wires passed his house. Mountains
were moved to help this man: one mem-
ber of the commission Put up his case. I
think, too, that the Minister referred the
matter to the commission, but the com-
mission would not give way until one or two
other consumers came into the area. The
architect urged that a transformer should
be put in so as to break down the current
in order to give him a supply.

From time to time applications similar
to that will be made, and if no provision
is included in the measure whereby reason-
able Intervention can take place, an in-
justice will be done. Sometimes People go
too far beyond the confines of the services,
but they still expect the department to
extend a line.

I remember that one chap in Bedford
Park lived out in the scrub, and was with-
out electricity. That was about 1932. This
man Paid £35 in order to have the poles
erected from the Hillcrest School to his
place. He was a carpenter, and the only
resident in the area. For many years he
was in the bush, and he needed light and
was prepared to pay for it.

I think the Bill has merit. I feel that
the present Minister, or any other, would
examine all propositions that came before
him; and, having regard to the funds
available, would do the right thing. I
support the Bill because I know of many
cases, over the years. where extensions
could have been made, but were not. The
development that has taken place In the
metropolitan area has solved many of those
problems.

The Particular case I have in mind is
well worth consideration. This man is just
behind Chamberlain Industries on the
main highway at Redcliffe. I asked him
whether he could get an extension through
the back of Chamberlains; but he had not
tried that. At present he is 600 yards from
the main; and because he Is beyond the
three-pole limit, he cannot get power; and
if he does not get power, his industry will
languish.

In other parts of the State-particularly
lcwinana-Government funds have been
used to help develop industry. Substantial
funds were made available to assist the
oil refinery and the B.H.P. steel works.
But this struggling Western Australian-
a graduate, in pure chemistry, of our own
University-cannot extend his business be-
cause electric power is not available to him.
It is a Poor show.

M. FLETCHER (Fr'emantle) [6.9]:
Whilst I am in sympathy with the far-
mers and their needs in this respect, I
express some views on the Bill for the
Purpose of obtaining information; and I
hope the Minister will deal with my re-

reference to distribution works; and this
to me, implies transformers, which are
extremely expensive: and switch gear.
which is also extremely expensive. I want
to know whether the cost of transformers
will be met by a farmer, or a collection of
farmers, in any particular area.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Not necessarily
farmers.

Mr. FLETCHER: For example, if there
were a 60.000-volt power line going through
an area, it would be necessary to break:
that down to 440 volts for industrial use
and 240-260 volts for domestic use; and
to break the power down, transformers
are necessary. Since transformers and
such-like equipment are expensive, It
seems false economy that they should be
Put into areas from which there would be
very little return to the S.E.C. because the
transformers could possibly be put to better
use in other areas.

MLt WATTS (Stirling-Minister for
Electricity-in reply) [6.111: I thank all
members, including my friend from Mel-
ville, for their contributions to the debate.
I wish to say a few words on some of the
points raised by the member for Melville.
I am perfectly satisfied that, to some de-
gree at least, he has misunderstood the
intent and purpose of the measure, because
he persisted In referring to the word "sub-
sidy." A subsidy, surely, means a grant
in aid, and is primarily a matter of revenue
or income. He referred to a Government
subsidy in that connotation, but there is
nothing about it in the Bill; nor is there
any such intention. It was in quite &L
different category, when a Government
subsidy did apply to the South-West
scheme until the overall profits covered
the losses. But that does not come into
this matter at all; there are no subsidies
here.

The reference to £50,000 for this finan-
cial year was made to ensure that no
more than that amount would be paid
during the financial Year on extensions
of electricity which would come under the
specific provisions of the Bill. It is true
that, under the Bill, we do not expect any-
thing to start until the beginning of the
1960 Year. Then I went on to say that
in future Years the amount would be a
matter for determination by the Treasurer.
I cannot visualise the Treasurer being pre-
Pared to make available enormous sums for
this Purpose. The very fact that £50,000
is the suggested amount for what was con-
sidered at the time to be a matter of eight
months--now it will be a matter of six
months-shows that it is not unreasonable
to assume that the amount would not be
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more, in the first few years, than £100,000
or £125,000 for the specific purposes of
the measure.

The work done under the provisions of
the measure would be aver and above the
work which the commission would norm-
ally do. if the Bill were not passed. That
is expressly provided for in the measure,
because it states-

From a point beyond which the
Commission is not prepared to make
that supply available under any other
provision of this Act.

Further on the Bill provides-
Where the application is not re-

jected, the Commission shall give to
the applicant a statement in writing
showing-

(a) the amount of the minimum
annual revenue the payment
of which the Commission will
require to be guaranteed by
the applicant for electricity to
be supplied over the distribu-
tion works which the Comnmis-
sion considers should be
erected in order to supply
electricity from the point re-
ferred to.

That is the point beyond which the com-
mission would not normally provide elec-
tric current. To take a suppositious case.
Suppose a man had been refused an ap-
plication which would have meant a cost
of £5,000, and the commission would have
been prepared to spend £3,000. Then, under
this provision, only an additional amount
of £2,000 would be subject to a capital
contribution or a revenue guarantee so
that the commission could not make a
loss. The member for Melville appeared
to suggest there was a distinct possibility
that the policy of virtual non-interference
which he had followed whilst he was in
charge of the State Electricity Commission
was likely to be deviated from by his suc-
cessor in office. I can say this: I have
been in charge of the State Electricity
Commission for approximately 7f months,
and many applications for extensions of
electricity have been submitted to me. On
only one occasion have I taken the op-
portunity of suggesting to the commission
that an application might be granted.

This involved a case where the limita-
tion of three poles was being imposed, and
to cope with the problem of the person
concerned five poles were required be-
tween her dwelling and the point to where
the electricity bad been extended. There
was a house to be erected in the near
vicinity in about three or four months, and
a medical certificate had been forwarded
to me showing that the circumstances sur-
rounding the health of this woman were
such that if the electricity could be pro-
vided to her dwelling immediately, it
would, on account of the disease from
which she was suffering, strongly contri-
bute towards her ultimate recovery.

In view of those circumstances, and the
fact that another house was to be
erected within three or four months, I
placed a request with the commission that
its requirements be not complied with in
this instance. That is the only case in
which I took action to waive the require-
ments of the State Electricity Commission.
Since I have been in office there has been
no obligation placed upon me to exert my
authority as Minister under the Act as it
exists at present. I would go further than
that and say that the arrangement in-
corporated in this Bill could have been
made under the terms of the present Act
by ministerial declaration.

Mr. Tonkin: I thought so, too.
Mr. WATTS: However, because I was

of the opinion-and I still am-that the
utmost care should be taken in regard to
the affairs of the State Electricity Com-
mission-for reasons I have already stated
-1 considered, after consultation with the
Solicitor-General, that the wisest course
was to bring down a Bill; and that is the
major reason why the Hill is before the
House now. I have told the members of
this Chamber-and I repeat now-that
the discussions in regard to the matter
have been proceeding for four or five
months.

It is true, as I think I said, that the
commissioner in the first instance was not
at all favourably impressed with any pro-
posals for a change of policy. But it was
quite apparent that not only I, but also
the Government, as such, was prepared to
recognise the fact and, indeed, to place it
on record that it was not desirous of the
commission being forced into making un-
economical extensions, with the result that
the resistance of the commission-which,
of course, would have been intensive, I
suppose, if that understanding had not
been reached-dimninished very consider-
ably until finally the terms of a great part
of this Bill were decided between officers
of the commission and the Solicitor-Gen-
eral.

The last thing, so far as I am con-
cerned-I will go further and say so far
as the Government is concerned-would
be to Place the Electricity Commission in
a position where it would be, from the
profit and loss point of view, an encum-
brance upon Consolidated Revenue, if that
can, by any means, be avoided. At the
same time I must subscribe to the view
expressed by' the member for Darling
Range that undoubtedly there have been
a number of cases where the inflexibility
of the policy that has been followed could
have been remedied by very slight expendi-
ture over and above that which the com-
mission was prepared to incur under its
existing policy.

In connection even with that, this Bill
would require that there should be a
guarantee of revenue to make the pro-
posal economical. I have felt that the
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Bill and its contents represent a reason-
able approach to the problem as I see it
and as indeed other speakers on this side
of the House and the member for Middle
Swan saw -as well. Within reason, some-
thing has to be done to enable some of
these minlor extensions in particular to be
Proceeded with in a reasonable time. The
only way I could see to do it was to adapt
the principles of capital contribution or
a guarantee of revenue. This principle
closely resembles one of the methods
adopted by the Water Supply Department.

In detail, perhaps, there are differences,
but in principle the position is similar to
that which exists in the Water Supply
Department. I have here a memorandum
dated the 10th November, 1959, and it
reads as follows:-

The practice, in principle, is to allow
up to four chains of 4 in. piping per
house, and if the revenue derivable is
less than 6 per cent. on the capital
cost of the work, the applicant, or
applicants, are required to guarantee
the deficiency in revenue for a period
of 10 years subject to 'annual review.

Speaking broadly and reasonably, that is
the basis for the annual contributions ex-
pressed in this measure. The memoran-
dum continues--

Capital contributions from owner
builders beyond four chains are not
encouraged because of administrative
costs, but even when the proposition
is put to applicants, it is rarely ac-
cepted because of the high cost of 4 in.
piping.

The provision of supplies to proper-
ties outside the scope of the foregoing
is often achieved by a tapping of a
main at the owner's expense and a
private service laid by him along the
roadway, or through private property.
This type of service, of course, is gov-
erned by the length of piping involved,
and from a hydraulic aspect has de-
finite limitations. An annual charge
equivalent to rates is made by agree-
ment.

The purpose of the measure before the
House now is to ensure that the income
to be derived will be sufficient to obtain
revenue to meet the expenditure which has
been incurred-if it has been incurred-
to supply the normal current required by
the person concerned- However, if, in the
course of time other persons require cur-
rent between the points that were pre-
viously in dispute, unquestionably, the
commission will be in a position to re-
consider the extra charges with a view
to their reduction and, in all probability,
ultimately the charge will be reduced to
the normal one.

It is also known that in the Water Sup-
ply Department, in the case of subdivisions,
where a capital charge is made by the de-
partment to be paid by the subdividers,

that as and when houses are built, it is
customary to refund that Capital cost by
so much per house that is erected 'and by
so much per person who becomes a rate-
payer to the Water Supply Department.
In many cases that capital contribution
might be as much a-5 £5,000 for the laying
of water mains to -a subdivided area, but
that amount is slowly amortised as build-
ings are erected.

Although this Bill does not specify any
actual conditions, it leaves it entirely to
the discretion of the commission for it to
reach an agreement with the owner; and,
in fact, the commission is being given a
wide authority, the net intention being
that a similar practice could be followed
in such cases as is followed by the Water
Supply Department. So it seems to me, as
other members have said, that the Bill is
a reasonable one.

The member for Fremantle asked a
question in regard to the so-called distri-
bution works and the possibility of trans-
formers being required for any connection
of electricity. Of course, if they are re-
quired they will involve considerable.
capital expenditure. That capital ex-
penditure will be taken into consideration
in requiring a capital contribution from
the applicant-in which case, if it is too
much, the scheme will fall down, or,
alternatively, wvil] earn for the commission
an annual contribution by way of guaran-
teed income. if in either case it becomes
an impracticable and uneconomical pro-
positon, it could not be prccez!ded with.

If the member for Fremantle will
examine the Bill he will find the follow-
ins-

Where the application is not rejec-
ted. the commission shall giv3 to the
applicant a statement in wr-iting
showing-

(a) the amount of the minimum
annual revenue the payment
of which the Commission will
require to be guaranteed by
the applicant for electricity
to be supplied over the distri-
bution works which the Com-
mission considers should be
erected in order to supply
electricity from the point re-
ferred to in the last preced-
ing subsection to the appli-
cant's land;

(b) the period, not exceeding
thirty years, during which the
guarantee will be required to
be in force unless it is
previously cancelled by the
Commission; and

(c) the amount of capital con-
tribution, if any, which the
Commission will require the
applicant to pay to the Com-
mission for its own use in
respect of the estimated cost
of erecting the distributionL
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works referred to in pars-
graph (a) of this subsection,
and the terms, conditions and
events upon or subject to
which the Commission is pre-
pared to refund the whole or
part of the capital contribu-
tion received by it under this
paragraph.

As I said, in regard to the refund of
capital contribution, the State Electricity
Commission is left with complete dis-
cretion. Under Water Supply Department
methods I understand that in respect of
subdivided areas a certain amount per
house is subtracted from the capital con-
tribution and refunded. It may be that
the commission will work upon such a
system In these Instances. That will be
a muttler for its consideration.

After the commission has given an ap-
plicant a statement of what it requires
before proceeding, it Is up to the appli-
cant within three months to pay to the
commission the capital contribution, or to
undertake In a form acceptable to the
commission, to pay the guaranteed revenue
or Income. If the applicant complies, the
commission Is required to proceed.

'The thesis upon which the arrangement
is to work, and the basis upon which it is
to be founded are to be determined by
the commission, If the applicant having
received those figures, and having been
given a considerable period to consider
them, does not desire to proceed, he will
rnt have to pay the amount of guarantee
asked of him. Unless in the normal course
of events under the policy of the S.E.C. it
Is possible to connect the applicant to the
electricity supply, there would be no pro-
ceedings to connect him.

There is nothing In the Bill which is
unreasonable. I reiterate in the strong-
est possible fashion that there is no in-
tention to place the commission in a posi-
tion where it Is forced to assume responsi-
bility for uneconomic propositions, and
there is certainly nothing in the Bill to
make that possible.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr.

Roberts) in the Chair; Mr. Watts (Minister
for Electricity) In charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2-Section 32A added:
Mr. HAWKE: This clause is the Bill.

The question was raised during the second
reading as to whether the implementa-
tion of this amendment to the Act would
cause potential consumers of electricity to
lose a priority which they already have;, in
other words, some people who might in
the normal course of events have their

homes or properties connected to the
electricity systemn might, in 12 months'
time, find that they have to wait longer
as a result of the application of this Bill.
The Minister gave an assurance that that
could not happen. He suggested there was
a provision In this Bill to prevent that
happening. When he was asked the
clause number in the Bill, he could not
give any answer.

In practice, what has been suggested
about the postponement or loss of priority
would depend very largely on the policy
to be followed in respect of the right
which this Bill would give to the commis-
sion, of seeking an annual revenue pay-
ment by way of guarantee from a person
to be supplied, or an amount of annual
contribution from him. As I understand
the position, the acceptance by the com-
mission of guarantees to pay a certain
amount each year after a property has
been connected, will mean that no annual
guarantee payment will be made until the
property is connected to the system "and
power is available. The commission would
therefore have to find the money from
its own resources to Ifinance the capital
cost of the extension;, it would receive
money by way of revenue guarantee only
after a property had been connected.

If the commission, in operating the pro-
visions in this clause, seeks annual guar-
antee payments in the majority of cases,
as against capital contributions before the
work is put In hand, then the extensions
will very largely have to be financed out
of the capital funds of the commission.
To the extent that this policy was fol-
lowed, to that extent would the near
priority of many people be postponed, be-
cause logically enough the commission
could not finance its normal programme
out of its capital resources, as well as
finance the substantial additional pro-
gramme which could arise under this Bill.

Presumably the commission will be alive
to that situation. I am sure the Minister
is aware of It. Practical difficulties could
arise in the operation of the new policy;
for instance, a property-owner may not
have the ready finance available. He may
give a guarantee of an annual revenue
payment once his property is connected
to the scheme. He may do that, because
he may be able to use the electricity to
earn more money from the property. How-
ever, he may not be in a position to make
a capital contribution to enable the com-
mission to extend the power line, or con-
nect the property to an existing line.

Presumably it would not be the policy
of the commission to penalise a property-
owner simply because he could not furnish
the commission with the capital amount
required to finance the extension or con-
nection. I hope no-one in Parliament will
wish to confer an advantage under this
legislation on the landowner who can pro-
vide the required amount to finance the
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extension or tapping of a vower line. I
am on safe ground in assuming that the
commission will have to find out of its own
resources some Capital for the operations
under this Act. I understand the Gov-
ernment proposes to make up to £50,000
available.

Mr. Watts: It is £50,000 this financial
Year, and thereafter at the Treasurer's
discretion.

Mr. HAWKE, I suppose it is impossible
at this stage to measure how much addit-
ional capital the commission might re-
quire under these new arrangements to
meet the demand which would not have
been made if this new law had not been
passed.

Mr. Watts: The commission will not be
asked to exceed the amount made avail-
able to it.

Mr. HAWKE: If that is the case, then
a person who has a high priority should
not suffer as a result of the passing of this
Bill. I wish to underline a warning.
Listening to some speakers on the second
reading debate, one could almost be led
to believe that the extension of electricity
supplies, the tapping of power lines, and
the connecting of properties were most
simple of achievement, which could be
encompassed rapidly, so that any person
who required to be connected to a power
line would be attended to this year or
early next year. I underline the warning
that progress under this proposed legisla-
tion will not be rapid.

In the first place there are the financial
considerations. In the second place, there
are the physical limitations. We cannot
pick off a cherry tree the trained men re-
quired to carry out this work. They are
not available In great numbers. I doubt
whether there would be one unemployed
or even part-time employed at present.
Therefore the process of extending elec-
trical power even to those who could es-
tablish a priority under the existing policy
of the commission would have been slow,
and it will continue to be slow, even under
this addition to the existing Act.

The main point I1 desired to emphasise
was the one regarding the policy which
the commission will follow in relation to
the right it will have of seeking, under
this new proposed law, a guaranteed rev-
enue payment after the extension has been
made, or a contribution by way of capital
cost. The Bill does not make it absolutely
clear, although I think it makes it reason-
ably clear, that the commission could
choose a contribution of both these types.

Mr. Watts: I think that is so.
Mr. HAWKE* That may be a practical

proposition in some instances and could
overcome some of the financial difficulties
which might otherwise arise. A provision
was incorporated in the Bill originally ap-
proved by Parliament to set up the State
Electricity Commission. From the time

the commission was formed under statute-
it had the right to borrow apart from
borrowing from the State Treasury. In
other words, from the beginning the com-
mission has had the right to borrow on Its
own authority and direct from the public-
It has, in fact, exercised that right.

I could not quite follow what the mem-
ber for Murray was saying about that side
of the matter, although I freely under-
stood what he said about seeking approval
of the Loan Council for the right of the
commission to borrow a specified sum in
one financial year.

Mir. Watts: At that time the Loan
Council did not recognise the right of the
State instrumentalities, such as the State
Electricity Commission, to raise separate
loans. Loans had to be raised in con-
Junction with those of the State.

Mr. HAWKE: That might have been so.
Mr. Watts: That was altered in that

year.
Mr. HAWKE: Yes: but the point r madh'

was that the legislation under which the,
commission was originally established did,contain a legal right for the commission.
to borrow.

Mr. Watts: Oh, yes: that is quite right..
Mr. HAWKE: It could borrow from both..

the Treasury and from the public and!
any other concern.

Mr. Watts: But it was hampered at that
time because of the Loan Council's restric-
tions.

Mr. HAWKE: Yes; that could be so.
The CHAIRM&AN:- Order! The honourable

member's time has expired.
Mr. TONKIN: The result of the passing

of this Bill will be that every person in
the State who owns land Will be an eligible
applicant for electricity extensions. I[
visualise that there will be several thou-
sand applicants in a very short time. I
calculate, too, that on the figure suggested
by the Minister, the amount to be made
available will not run out to more than an
average of two persons per electorate a
year w;ho could be connected up under this
special provision.

Members who rubbed their hands in glee
a moment ago might not be so happy whenk
confronted by applicants in their districts
who desire the intervention of the mem-
ber concerned in order to get an extension
carried out; because if it is not going to
be Possible to allow more than two per-
sons Per electorate to be connected, there
will be a lot of dissatisfied people in the
clctorates, and the lives of the members
are not going to be the happy ones they
contemplate.

Mr. Hawke: The Minister will also have
his sad moments.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister wltr have
to go through a list containing several
thousand names to determine which. ones
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the commission is to be told it may reject.
I would not like to have that job to under-
take in the circumstances. On the face
of it this provision looks all apple-pie:
but in practice it is not going to be the
great thing that members imagine it will
be.

Take the member for Murray, for
example. I suppose he could without dif-
ficulty write dawn 50 or 100 names of
people who will want to be connected.
However, if only one or two are to have
their applications granted, his life is going
to be a misery. What answer is he going
to give to those who cannot be connected?

Mr. Watts: At present he is getting none.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not know.
Mr. Watts: I do.
Mr. TONKIN: At the moment he can

say to them that the Policy of the com-
mission is such that no extensions can
be made beyond a certain distance and that
there is nothing he can do about it. But
with the passing of this Bill, they could
say, "You got it for Smith;" and he has
not the same answer. Anyhow, that is for

' the members concerned to cope with. I am
only pointing out that the happiness which
is being exper ienced at the moment could
easily turn to something else in a few
months; and that the Minister who feels
a good deal of satisfaction with this baby
will not be so happy in a month or two
when he has to refuse applications from
a number of his electors.

The commission spends about £3,500,000
a year on capital works, and the sum of
£50,000 is not going to allow it to make
a great many additions. The contribu-
tion from the Treasurer will be, I take
it, in accordance with what the Minister
said with regard to the difference involved
in the distributing section of the work
as against economic and uneconomic ex-
tensions. But where is the money to come
fromn to provide the additional productive
power?

I can remember that, only a short time
ago, I was obliged to tell the commission
that it had to defer certain works in its
programme and put men off. The mem-
ber for Bunbury would remember that.
The pace at which the construction of the
station was proceeding had to be retarded
because the money was not sufficient to
enable it to be continued. The retarda-
tion of a power station which is designed
to meet a normal demand is a serious mat-
ter; but the retardation of a station which
is expected to meet an abnormal demand
is a much worse one, and the money has
to come from some source.

I know the difficulties I experienced in3
trying to get money for the commission to
meet its current programme of normal ex-
tensions, without providing for additional
power stations. Happily the situation at
the moment is quite all right; because
although it was expected that the normal

demand of some 7 per cent. to 8 per cent.
increase would take place in 1958, the
demand for electricity fell to some 6 per
cent.

Mr. Watts: That is quite true.
Mr. TONKIN: And one of the reasons

no doubt was that the trains which were
previously consuming quite a lot of cur-
rent were taken off the roads. I antici-
pate that if the expectations of the Gov-
ernment are realised and additional indus-
tries are brought to Western Australia, we
can expect an acceleration of the demand
for electricity rather than a diminution.
But if we have not been able to get suffi-
cient loan money to cope with normal re-
quirements, where on earth are we to
get the funds to provide for requirements
beyond the normal? In making some
thousands of persons immediately eligible
for extensions, we throw into the pool a
Potential demand which cannot possibly
be met in the time.

On a rough calculation I made, I realised
that it would be possible, on £50,000, to pro-
vide perhaps an additional 100 consumers
a year over and above the normal re-
quirements. Usually some 5,000 people are
connected each year.

Mr. Watts: Of course, you would not be
very concerned about the well-established
areas of the metropolis.

Mr. TONKIN: They become eligible
under this provision.

Mr. Watts: Yes.
Mr. TONKIN: is this a scheme only

for-
Mr. Watts: No, no!
Mr. TONKIN: I thought the Minister was

suggesting that-
Mr. Watts: You talked about 50 elector-

ates. I suggested that we would not have
to worry about three or four of them.

Mr. TONKIN: Surely it is not envisaged
that certain electorates are to be elimnin-
ated.

Mr. Watts: I am not saying anything
of the kind. Just be sensible, and realise
that there are three or four electorates
which we would not have to worry about.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not know. I would
say that the person who is living in the
metropolitan area in a position where he
could not get an extension under the exist-
ing rule is just as entitled to claim con-
nection under this Bill as anyone else.

Mr. Watts: What about West Perth. for
example?

Mr. TONKIN: I do not care whether
it is West Perth or Middle Swan.

Mr. Watts: Where would a person in
West Perth require this provision to gain
extension?

Mr. TONKUIN: Surely it applies to a per-
son who cannot get an extension under the
existing system of which we are well aware.
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Mr. Watts: Where in the electorate of
West Perth. for example, would there be
a Person who would not be eligible under
the present law?

Mr. TONKIN: Perhaps the Attorney-
General has worked out how many would
be supplied under this provision?

Mr. Watts: I said £50,000 for the half
Year and you are talking about it on a
Yearly basis.

Mr. TONKIN: I am talking about this
year.

Mr. Watts: A hundred would be a pretty
good figure if it was for this year.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes; I do not think it
will be possible to supply anything like a
hundred.

Mr. Watts: My guess is as good as yours.

Mr. TONKIN: Mine was not a guess. The
capital investment of the State Electricity
Commrission involves £3,000,000 a year, and
that covers the Provision of Power sta-
tions and additional units to stations as
well as transformers and the like. Trans-
formers are very costly items and to sup-
ply electricity to some of the farmers i n
the South-West might involve the com-
mission in the purchase of a transformer
costing £10,000. It would not be possible
to buy many of them with £50,000.

Therefore, having regard to the overall
sum involved and to .the csptal cost of
the State Electricity Commission each year,
and relating the £50,000 to that and to
the consumers normally supplied, my cal-
culation-and it is not a guess--is that it
will not be possible to supply 100 additional
consumers and the number will be much
less. However, I suggested 100; and that
would give an average of two Per elector1

ate. There are going to be several hun-
dred applicants in some electorates, so the
position will be desperate for some
members. It will be well if they appreciate
the situation. This appreciation might
dampen their enthusiasm a little, because
this is not a honey; make no mistake
about that! It is not guesswork to say
that Treasurers in the past have found
difficulty in meetin the normal require-
ments of the S.E.C.; because that has hap-
pened every year for the last ten years.
If they are, expected to meet something
in addition to the normal requirements.
they must have a source of supply of
money which hitherto was not available.

I can foresee difficulty in the commis-
sion carrying out its normal, Programme
and coping with this additional require-
ment also. Despite what the Minister may
say about it at the moment-the Treas-
urer is not, present and I do not know-
whether he has examined this aspect-
within the last two years we have- had to
defer urgent works because we had not
sufficient funds available to the S.E.C. to
carry them-on.

Under those circumstances it is not very
likely that the money necessary for nor-
mal requirements can be found, and
£50,000 or some sum in excess of that, in
addition. Let us see what members think
about it iii two or three years' time; be-
cause that is 'the best test. MY prediction
is that it wvill not be regarded then as the
marivellous thing which some members
think it is at the moment.

Clause Put and passed.
Title Put and passed.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 3)

First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on
motion by Mr. Watts (Attorney-General),
read a first time.

NATURAL THERAPISTS BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 14th October.

MR. G-UTHRIE (Subiaco) [8.211: It is
about four weeks since I started this
speech; and with your indulgence, Mr.
Speaker, I will remind the House of what
I said, so as to give it some coherence. It
was a long speech and will constitute an
all-time record, about 32 days. I had com-
mended the member for Melville for in-
troducing the measure and stated that I
thought these matters should be brought
before the House; and that we should be
prepared to grapple with the problems
that they presented.

Furthermore, I had pointed out that in
Bills of this nature there was a great re-
sponsibility on members of the House:
because they affected the health of the
public and the health of the individual,
and we had to be very sure that we did
not do anything that could lead to diffi-
culties in that regard; and I think, in fact,
I had got to the stage where I had read
a letter which had been received from the.
Chiropractors' Association of Victoria,
where they had expressed some strong
opposition to the measure. There is an-
other letter which I intend to read, and
which also expresses some opposition to the
measure; and then I will make the points.
which I wished to make on that occasion.

This is a letter from the Australian
Physiotherapy Association, Western Aus-
tralian Branch, dated the 12th October,
1959, and is addressed to the Minister for
Health. It reads-

Members of the above association
are most concerned at the introduc-
tion of the Bill for an Act to provide
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for the training, qualification and
registration of persons as natural
therapists and the practice of natural
therapies. At a recent meeting the
council of the association moved that
a strong objection to the proposed
legislation be conveyed to you. Treat-
ment by registered physiotherapists is
carried out strictly under the direc-
tion of legally qualified medical prac-
titioners and any deviation from this
Would be considered detrimental to
the health and welfare of the patient.
The council would be pleased to arrnge
f or a representative to discuss this
matter in more detail should you deem
It necessary.

Yours faithfully,
Thiere is an indecipherable signature as
the name of the secretary.

'Those two letters show that there are
people in the community who cannot
commend this Bill. I do not necessarily
condemn it purely because of that; but, as
1 said on the previous occasion, I do not
feel at this stage that I am. strictly speak-
Ing, competent to reach a decision or to
express a definite opinion. Bly the same
token, however, I would not like to see the
Bim go out the door.

I would like to see the move that has
been started by the Deputy leader of thd
Opposition continued, with the idea that
In the next session of Parliament we could
have another look at this matter and have
some definite information before us from
a reliable source, on which members could
vote and debate with greater knowledge
than they have today. I am not one of
those people, with all due respect to the
saeber on my immediate right, who
necessarily agree that the medical pro-
fession is always right. I am very much
-aware of the fact that In years gone by
the medical profession have seriously and
very strongly opposed a lot of moves to-
wvards. the general improvement of public
healt; and the record of some of the
.more conservative members of that pro-
Iesslon is not one I can commend.

jFor that reason, the mere fact that the
xrxedical profession oppose this Bill
-whodleheartedly does not deter me from
bloawing my present course. This may
zeam somewhat extraordinary, coming
It=o me as a professional man: but at
least I1 think my profession can claim that
It 'has never prevented people, with
specUlalsea knowledge touching on the law,
from practising their professions: and I
need only point to taxation specialists, and
Industrial advocates, who have always had
the goodwill of the legal profession. I
believe that, because of the successes of
those people, there are always what one
mnight call fringe areas of any professional
activity, without excluding what might be
caned the major or more ancient profes-
S9on. I think those people on the fringe
:should be entitled to practise in that area.

For that reason I am disposed to sup-
port the second reading of this Bill for
the purpose of moving for the appoint-
ment of a Select Commttee, to enable the
matter to be fully considered and a report
to be submitted to the House.

I am aware of the fact that we are
now very late in the session, and that it is
most unlikely that any Select Committee
which might be appointed by this House
at this late stage could possibly complete its
report before the end of next week, when
I understand It is hoped the House will
rise. I understand, however, that there is a
precedent for this and it is that the
Governent could, if it so wished, convert
the Select Committee into an Honorary
Royal Commission, so that it could under-
take its deliberations In the new year and
present to His Excellency the Governor a
report, which would be available to
members of this Chamber and of another
Place at the next sitting of Parliament.

That course does commend Itself to me;
and I hope It will commend itself to the
member for Melville, because even if this
measure were dealt with this session con-
siderable amendment would be needed; and
it would be most unlikely that it would re-
ceive a great deal of debate in another
Place before the end of the present par-
liamentary session. I do not think there
would be any great loss to anyone if the
course of referring it to a Select Committee
were followed, particularly as I cannot
help feeling that there is very little chance
of legislation along the lines of this Bill
reaching the statute book before the 1960
session of Parliament.

If a Select Committee is not appointed,
I certainly will not support the Bill In its
Present form; and in those circumstances,
with very great reluctance, I will have to
consider whether I should not vote against
the second reading. I hope that the mem-
ber for Melville will be prepared to give
some Indication, in his reply, whether or
not he Is prepared to accept a move to
refer the Bill to a Select Committee. If
he is agreeable, I will be prepared, im-
mediately after the second reading, to
move in that direction.

MIX. NULSEN (Eyre) [8.29): I am sorry
to have to oppose my dynamic friend,
the member for Melville, because I know
he is sincere in his convictions; and I also
realise that he holds no grudge against
anyone who may have his own Ideas, but
respects all of our opinions so long as
there is sincerity behind them. As ant
ex-Minister for Health, I do not lie this
Bill at all.

The passing of the measure would mean
that a person not qualified by examina-
tion could not be debarred from practis-
ing as a doctor. I think that Is the prac-
tical meaning of the Bill. Doctors make
mistakes; all professional people make mis-
takes; anyone who has not made a mistake
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has not done anything. I have made
plenty of' mistakes; and I suppose every-
body else in this Chamber, or in the
world for that matter, has made mis-
takes. otherwise, they have not done any-
thing.

The medical profession has a long tradii-
tion. Hippocrates was a contemporary of
Socrates and Plato In 460 B.C.; and it Is
still considered that he was the father of
medicine, I do not know whether that
is quite right, but the member for Leeder-
ville could probably advise me on the point.
Most members of the medical profession
are well trained; but they, like everybody
else, make mistakes.

People who are not trained do their
work by trial and error-I suppose we all
do that more or less-and In many in-
stances time cures. I can remember Mr.
Collier saying to me, when I first became
a Minister, "If you get anything very diffi-
cult or complicated forget it for a while-
even If It is five or six months-and some-
times time will cure it." That happens
Quite often with the medical profession,
and in many other directions.

I have heard it said that some people
look one in the eyes to see if one has
haemorrhoids. Whether there is anything
in that contention, I do not know. I sup-
pose some of these cults believe In that sort
of thing, and people have an obsession
about it. I think chiropodists have done
a wonderful Job.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You mean chiro-
practors?

Mr. NJLSEN: Yes.
Mr. J. Hegney: They have done a won-

derful job, too.
Mr. NULSEN: Yes, keeping us on our

feet. In most cases the chiropractors have
done a wonderful job, although Martino-
vich has had a little more publicity than
most of the others. I can remember when
he was practising in Kalgoorlie; and now
he has transferred to Fremantle. He has
done splendid work on many people who
have been suffering with their spinal
columns, bones out of place, and so on.
But at present there Is nothing to stop a
chiropractor from practising; the law does
not prevent him.

Mr. Tonkin: That all depends.
Mr. NtTLSEN: So long as he keeps with-

in his confines.
Mr. Tonkin: It all depends on what

action the Medical Board takes.
Mr. NULSEN: No: it is in the Medical

Act, and he can Practise so long as he
keeps within his confines.

Mr. Tonkin: No; we will see about that.
Mr. NULSEN: I can show the honourable

member where it is stated in the Act.
Physiotherapists. do a wonderful job, and
they are trained to do massage work. Dieti-
tians, too, can practise so long as they keep

within their confines; and that applies to a
lot of other people. But if this Bill is
passed, it will mean that those who are
registered, altar having practised for three
years, will be in a close confine of probably
15 or 20 Persons; and in future there will
be no more Mart-inoviches or chiropractors
unless they are registered, or have some
qualification by examination.

That is rather serious, because some
people have something which enables them
to do this work. We talk about freedom.
Because I am not an electrician, I am not
permitted to do any electrical work at my
home. I cannot even remove a tap and
put another one in its place unless I am a
plumber: if -I do that work I am liable to
prosecution. No man, unless he is a reg-
istered builder, can do building work above
a certain figure. The same sort of thing
applies in many directions. Qualification
by examination, in many instances, is only
a license to allow a person to do something
he should have no right to do. Neverthe-
less, It is our system. I know of doctors
who are qualified by examination but who
should not be practising. The same sort
of thing applies to many lawyers, archi-
tects, and others Qualified by examination:
their knowledge is more theoretical than
practical.

There have always been, and there al-
ways will be, unorthodox practitioners of
healing who are unregistered. Usually they
have had no training at any recognised
training school from some authorised per-
son. In this State many of these people
have been aided by a large amount of free
Press publicity, and some wonderful cures
have been effected. But all these reports
should not necessarily be regarded as true;
they should be approached with a critical
attitude. No mention is ever made of their
failures or of the harm that any of them
has done.

In cases where it is known that harm
may have resulted because of treatment
by these people, the Medical Board may
take legal proceedings. The Medical Act
permits chiropractors, osteopaths, and
dietitians to Practise under certain condi-
tions: and from some of these unorthodox
Persons new methods may occasionally
emerge. The Physiotherapists Act permits
chiropractors and osteopaths to Practise.
They are therefore free to Practise within
the State, provided they confine their activi-
ties to their respective methods. There are
only three chiropractors in this State who
have been trained in American schools;,
and of these, two strongly oppose the Bill,
and decline to be associated with those
others whom the Bill Proposes to register.
There are no trained osteopaths in this
State.

There are a large number of different
cults of naturopaths. Many of these are
obviously bogus, or even fraudulent; and
no reputable training schools for these
people are known to exist anywhere in the
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world. As a term, "naturopathy" is in-
possible to define accurately, and includes
a multitude of these cults, most of which
deny the bona fides of all the others,
as well as those practising osteopathy,
chiropractic, and medicine. it will there-
fore be seen that it will be quite im-
possible to register these persons in the
future on the basis of an alleged training.
There are no trained naturopaths in this
State, and there is no record of the Naturo-
paths Association of Western Australia,
Inc., ever having been incorporated. It is
an unknown quantity and its bo-na fledes
should be suspect.

It will be seen, therefore, that there is
only one trained person, a chiropractor,
in this State, who supports the Bill. He
also claims to be a naturopath, and this
is considered by the Australian Chiroprac-
tors Association, and the Chiropractors
Association of Victoria, to be unethical. He
is not a member of either of these organ-
isations. It is understood that the Chiro-
practors and Osteopaths Association of
Western Australia Inc. is not recognised
by chiropractors and osteopaths in other
States of Australia.

In this Bill the ostensible motive is for
the protection of certain persons-perhaps
15 or 20-at present practising these cults
in this State. Of these, only one has re-
ceived the training recognised in another
country, and even he is not a, member of
his own professional association.

If this Bill were passed, all unregistered
and untrained practitioners, such as Mar-
tinovich, would be forbidden to practise
in the future; a "closed" shop would be
formed: and by whom and for what pur-
pose? Of the existing unregistered prac-
titioners supporting the Bill, only one has
received any training which might be
recognised in the future. The few exist-
lug unregistered practitioners would there-
fore be sitting in the box seat, and would
have a monopoly. It is impossible to pre-
vent completely the activities of these un-
orthodox unregistered practitioners, and
exactly the same position would arise in
a few years' time. As has been said,
the Medical Board is quite properly toler-
ant in its attitude, and no reputable per-
son is in any fear that his work might be
interfered with.

Mr. Tonk in: Who told you that fiction?
Mr. NUTLSEN: I w as minister for Health

for many years and these are my views.
Unregistered persons are now permitted
to carry on, and no doubt in the course
of time will find their level. However,
this Bill would try to prevent that.

As a former Minister for Health I must
speak of the dangers associated with the
proposal in the Bill, to allow persons regis-
tered under its provisions to notify cases
of infectious disease. All these people are
untrained in recognition of such diseases.
Many people, when thinking of infectious

diseases, think only in terms of the very
common ones which some of us may re-
cognise from personal experience. A
glance at the list of the diseases which
are notifiable under the Health Act, will
show that these people are quite untrained
for their recognition. Some of them even
deny the existence of such diseases.

It would be highly dangerous to the pub-
lic health for Parliament, even by imnplica-
tion, to permit of their treatment by any-
one other than a properly -trained man.
Modern medical science is gaining control
over them. The Hawke Government spent
large sums of money on enlightened meas-
ures for their control.

These measures are proving successful,
and prompt notification of the occurrence
of the diseases is essential in controlling
them. It would be folly to allow this pro-
cess to be interrupted. If this Bill were
passed, those registered as a consequence
would have the authority and sanction of
Parliament to continue any activities con-
trary to the public health. The Hawke
Government takes credit for founding a
medical school in this State. I think we
would all agree that that Government cer-
tainly deserves credit for that. To pass a
Bill such as this would make us look
foolish.

I have quite a lot of sympathy with
those who are sincere in their practice,
and I also know that in many instances
they have done a lot of good. On the
other hand, if we allow this sort of thing,
then why do we insist on an electrician
being trained? After all, doctors are the
engineers of the human body; they have
a long tradition behind them and they are
highly-trained personnel. We hear a great
deal about the success of chiropractors
but we do not hear very much about their
failures.

Mr. Hawke: That also applies to the
doctors.

Mr. NUELSEN: That is so; but doctors
1-eceive no advertisement, because that sort
of thing is not allowed by their associa-
tion. Occasionally we do hear of one of
them perhaps receiving a mention. A diag-
nostician is a very highly-trained man;
-and if he is a good diagnostician, then he
is a good doctor. But it is not safe to
allow untrained people to notify diseases
which are notifiable. That is 'a most im-
portant aspect which wie must consider.
I think there are about 20 very dangerous
diseases which should be notified imumedi-
ately. An untrained person would prob-
ably treat such diseases in all good faith,
but without much success. Eventually
the patent's condition would get worse
and he would be sent to a qualified doctor.

Mr. Tonkin: Do doctors always know?
Mr. NULSEN: Not always. In reply to

that interjection I would ask: . "Do we
always know that all we do Is right?"
Would not they have 'a better chance of
knowing than those Who are not trained?
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I know that the member for Melville be-
lieves in education; that he believes in
a university education; that he believes
that schoolteachers should not teach with-
out being qualified by examination, and
without having proved their worth. I am
sure the honourable member would not
like me to start teaching.

Mr. Tonkin: You might be a better
teacher than some who are qualified.

Mr. NtILSEN: I do not think I would;
I certainly would not be as competent to
teach as the honourable member who, Of
course, has the necessary qualiflication.

Mr. Hawke: I think you would make a
good teacher.

Mr. NULSEN: I am glad to hear that
somebody has confidence in me. Diagnos-
tics is the science of ascertaining diseases
on the basis of symptoms; and it is neces-
sary to have experience in that field. The
most dangerous part of the Bill relates to
the notification of notifiable diseases. I
think- there are 43 or 44 such diseases of
which 20 are considered to be the danger-
ous ones. I know the Hawke Government
spent quite a lot of money in improving
the position generally with regard to noti-
fiable diseases, and that is very important.

I am not one who is completely bound
by educational qualifications, but I do say
that when we know that doctors have a
tradition going back as far as 460 B.C., to
*the time of the fath er of medicine. Hippo-
crates, it is certainly something *that should
be given consideration. We must not lose
sight of the number of years of training
that these people undergo; and members
cannot tell me that we have the Pick Of
all the dopes so far as the doctors are con-
cerned.

Mr. Hawke: Not all!
Mr. NULSEN: These people must pass a

pretty stiff examination and be fully quali-
fied. I know it is possible for a person
with a good memory to sometimes pass
most difficult examinations, while in prac-
tice he is not worth two hoots. Like the
member for Subiaco I feel that before wie
pass this Bill it should be sent to a Select
Committee for further investigation. I
think a lot of good would be done if we had
a thorough investigation into all these
cults, and also those who practise as chiro-
practors. I have a lot of time for chiro-
practors; but, on the other hand, there
are those who work only by faith, and look
into one's eyes to see if one is suffering
from haemorrhoids. We all know that has
happened.

Mr. Hawke: Can you tell us the rest of
the story?

Mr. NULBEN: I do not think the Speaker
would permit me. I am sorry to Oppose my
friend, the Member for Melville, because
I know he is sincere: and I know, as I have
said before, he is a terriffic worker. He

has all the information he can possibly get,
but I am afraid he got It from the one
source.

Mr. Hawke: He is very healthy.
Mr. NULSEN: I have seen him not so

healthy.
Mr. Tonkin: A lot healthier since T

went to a chiropractor.
Mr. NULSEN: There is nothing to stop

a chiropractor from practising.
Mr. Tonkin: I- will show you.
Mr., N'ULSEN: The honourable member

cannot show me, because they are prac-
tising now.

Mr. Watts: flow do they recover their
fees?

Mr. NULSEN: We all know that chiro-
prActors are practising without any let or
hindrance; we have the example of
Martinovich.

Mr. Tonkin: The Medical Board could
stop Martinovich tomorrow.

Mr. NUJLSEN: I remember the -case of a
footballer named Tucker, who went to see
'Martinovich for a knee complaint. After
he returned I did not see him play any
football; and there was no mention -about
him in the papers as to a cure having been
effected. I might be able to cure people
by taking the advice of Mr. Collier, and
taking time. Perhaps after three or four
months, and after having given the patient
something that did not do him any harnft
I would take the credit for the cure that
had been effected by the rest which the
patient had had.

Mr. Andrew: You would make a very
good doctor.

Mr. NULSEN: I do not know whether
the member for Victoria Park would make
a very good doctor; he may have something
innate in him-I think we all have. If
Martinovich had the training given to a
doctor, and the tradition behind that train-
ing he would be outstanding. I have no
doubt that he could attain the position
of surgeon to the Royal family; and they
only pick the best. I do not know whether
the Royal family would pick persons who
were not qualified by examination. I do not
think they would. I must oppose the EUll,
because I would like to see more Investi-
gation made. I think it is necessary for
all these people to have some training;
it does not matter who they are. It is not
safe to Pick a man off the street and say
"After you have practised for three years.
and probably had no outstanding success
to your credit, you can practice." That
sort of thing would create monopolies.

if that were done there would be no
more Martinoviches; they would all have
to be qualified and registered. I remember
that in 1945 it was necessary for a dentist
to have only his Junior Certificate before
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he could qualify. Those who got their
qualifications, and after practising for
three years, are now competing with those
who attend the University for six years.
They are doing a very good job. Today,
however, one cannot qualify to be a den-
tist merely with a Junior Certificate. As
a result there is a shortage of dentists
which is costing this State and the others
a lot of money.

I do not say that people should not have
qualifications; but If a monopoly Is created,
the qualifications will be made so high
as to keep out competition- There is
nothing to stop any of these people prac-
Uising now. If they want to qualify there
is the University in which they can do so.
If this Bill goes through, people will not
be able to exercise that which lies latent
In them. They will be able to practise as
chiropractors, as osteopaths, and as dieti-
tians. They will have to be on the same
basis as physiotherapist& and those quali-
fied by examination.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) 18.58J: I. too,
feel a little uncertain about this Bill. There
is quite a lot in the measure for which I
feel a great deal of sympathy; but, like
the member for Eyre, I am a Uittle con-
cerned that if the Bill becomes law it will
prevent people like Chris Martinovich
from continuing in practise. Those of
us who know Martinovich well remem-
ber that he worked for many years
in the mines In Kalgoorlie, after coming
from his home country, Yugoslavia. it
was only after he had been there for many
years, and as a result of his treating some
of his workmates who suffered injuries in
the mines, and being successful In his
treatment, that people began to sing his
praises and seek his attention, which he
always gave.

His attention was invariably successful,
with the result that his reputation grew
and Many people came to him for assist-
ance. He was working on the mines, but
he gave up this work so that he could
devote his whole time to giving assist-
ance to people suffering from various types
of Injuries.

I understand that Mr. Martinovich re-
ceived his knowledge from his father, who
carried on the same type of practice In
Yugoslavia. I know that Mr. Martinovich
has a skill and knowledge that are abso-
lutely amazing. I know of many cases
that have been directed to him. People
have come from various parts of Australia,
in addition to local people, suffering from
complaints arising out of bone disloca-
tion; and Mr. Martinovich has effected
some amazing cures. Some stories gather
in the telling;* but I know that to be a
fact. Close friends 'and, indeed, close
relatives of mine have been successfully
treated by Mr. Martinovich. Some of
them had been under the care of doctors
for quite a few years without success.

The member for Eyre stated there is
nothing in the Act which would stop
people like Mr. Martinovich from practis-
ing. That may be so; but one of the
aspects which concerns me is that workers
who 'are injured and are not yielding to
a doctor's treatment are often given a cer-
tificate to the eff ect that they are fit to
resume light work. These people have
gone to Mr. Martinovich and their injuries
have been completely cured. What dis-
turbs me is that these men have to bear
the expense of the treatment themselves

When Mr. Martinovich practised in Kal-
goorlie and Boulder. his reputation was
such that men who had injuries to bones.
arms, legs--and indeed spinal injuries-
and who were not recovering as fast as
they expected to or thought they should,
suggested to their medical practitioners
that they should see Mr. Martinovich.
Those men were told by some doctors that
if they did so those doctors would wash
their hands of them and that they would
not be responsible for what happened.

On the other hand, we have had some
medical men on the Goldfields who have
sent their patients to Martinovich. Of
course, they did this quietly; they did not
advertise It. There are people who have
been injured and have been in receipt of
workers' compensation who have not been
able to obtain a cure from the treatment
received by the medical practitioner, and
they have gone to Mr. Martinovich. How-
ever, they have paid Mr. Martinovich out
of their own pockets and thus relieved the
Insurance people of the responsibility of
making weekly payments 'and making
settlements compensating them for per-
manent injury. That is not hearsay; it
is well-established tact.

I have a great respect for medical practi-
tioners, and I do not think that unquali-
fied people should be 'allowed to practise
on people, as a person's health is too im-
portant to take undue risks with it. How-
ever, I think members will agree with me
that practically all of us, at some time or
other, have known medical men in wham
we have had no confidence. To be quite
frank, I know some to whom I would not
even take a pet dog. I am sure other
members feel the some way about some
doctors.

I know of Instances where doctors have
failed to diagnose a very obvious com-
plaint. One individual went to an emin-
ent doctor who was unable to recognise a
complaint which was very obvious; but
he went to another eminent doctor who
spotted it immediately, It is amazing that
that sort of thing can happen. Unfortu-
nately, it does happen. I have friends and
relatives who have been treated by doctors
for complaints which they did not have:
Eventually, their illness turned out to be
something completely different.

In recent weeks a relative of mine had
been treated by his doctor and he was a
little alarmed by his state of health. He
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suggested to the doctor that he visit a
specialist. However, the doctor said that
there was no need to do that. My rela-
tive persisted and went to a specialist, to
be told that he had a very serious heart
condition. It is ridiculous that a person
can be under the care of a doctor and yet
not know that he is suffering from some-
thing really serious. These things do
happen.

As I said before, doctors do a mar-
vellous amount of good: and, by and large,
we have great confidence in them. How-
ever, we know that they are not infallible.
When the medical profession states that
anyone who has not registered in some way
or passed an examination should not
be allowed to treat People, it makes one
ponder a little, because there are people
within their own ranks who are very far
from being infallible.

I agree that we could have people claim-
In to be able to treat various complaints
and their claims could have no foundation
in fact. But on the other hand, we have
people who do have knowledge, and they
are able to do people a tremendous amount
of good in regard to various complaints
and disabilities. I wonder what would be
the effect of this Bill? Would It mean,
as the member for Eyre has said, that a
man like Mr. Martinovich would be able
to continue Practising? I know that this
man would have the greatest difficulty in
answering questions set by the Medical
Board. It concerns me greatly that a man
like Mr. Martinovich could be prevented
from Practising at all.

For the information of members I will
mention one case which was treated by
Mr. Martinovich. The patient happened to
be a lady whom I met through the con-
ductor on the train. This lady came from
South Australia to be treated by Mr. Mar-
tinovich at Kalgoorlie. She arrived on
crutches, but she walked off the train at
Perth without a stick. Her mother and
lather live in Western Australia.

This lady told me that for many years
she had been bedridden, and her husband
and her father sent her to specialists in
various parts of Australia. But none of
them did her any apparent good. After
about 16 years of suffering, she made the
trip to Kalgoorlie, and I saw her walk off
the train. Certainly she did not walk like
a person with no disability; but she walked
without a walking stick. She was simply
glowing with the thought that she could
do that. No doubt it would be a won-
derful thing for a person who had been
bedridden and who could only get about
on crutches.

I do not know whether this Hill will
meet all requirements. Like the member
for Subiaco I feel that if the measure had
been Introduced earlier in the session a
Select Committee could have been appoint-
ed to inquire into the various aspects; take
any evidence available: and make recom-
mendations to Parliament in order that a

Bill could be drafted to meet requirements
and do away with the fears that some of
us have in respect of this Bill.

I support the second reading of the Bill,
although I am not entirely happy with it.
I give great credit to the member for
Melville for bringing it forward and giving
Parliament an opportunity to discuss it. I
sincerely hope that something permanent
will come out of it.

MR. BRADY (Guildford - Midland)
(9.12]: 1 do not want to cast a silent vote
on this measure: but to be quite frank, I
am not happy about it. I want to say at
the outset that I believe in chiropractic
treatment and the beneficial effects which
people can obtain from muscle and bone
manipulation.

This is a Bill to provide for the regis-
tration of persons as natural therapists
and the practice of natural therapies. Ac-
cording to the Bill, "naturopathy" or
"naturopathic dietetics" means the system,
by the use of hydrotherapy, electro-ther-
apy. hygiene, dietics, suggestion, or bio-
chemistry, of dealing with life-sustaining
and cell-building substances and manipu-
lation to restore and maintain a healthful
condition of body and mind.

The Bill then states that "osteopathy"
means the method of correcting body con-
ditions, either structural or functional, by
means of scientific manipulations aimed
at effecting skeletal adjustment, free cir-
culation of blood and co-ordination of
nerve force. I feel that 50 per cent, or
more of the time of a medical student
would be taken up with those types of
subjects. We will not be giving the medical
students a fair trial if we bring in people
who have practised for three years-36
months--and who satisfy a board that
they have Practised same of the subjects
mentioned in the Bill.

When I was a young man I took a great
interest in the first aid movement. I won
prizes, and I took teams to first aid com-
petitions. I got a great kick out of being
able to do that work. Later in life I met
men who had been in some team, and
they had then become specialists--they
were chiropractors. They had a tremen-
dous amount of enthusiasm and twice as
much ego as I had. They have treated
people for various complaints, but I have
often wondered whether they have the
right to do so. In some cases they had
given the treatment without payment, and
for others they had received payment. I
have often wondered whether their pat-
ients would have been better off had they
been treated by a man with a University
degree.

We have been told during the debate
that doctors have told footballers that
they could not go out and play, but that
when those same footballers were taken
to a chiropractor, they were given a rub
down and had then gone out and played
a good game. I cannot see that that is
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an argument in favour of registering these
People. The footballer, by going out and
Playing in a match, may have done him-
self inestimable damage. I wonder how
many chaps would be without a foot-
bailer's knee if they had taken the advice
of their doctor rather than that of their
trainer.

Many trainers are 100 per cent. enthus-
iasts. They will rub a man down, manipu-
late his muscles, and get him in what
they call first-class condition: but they
know nothing about the physical make-up
of a person, or bone structure, or muscle
structure. Yet they will advise these
chaps that they are in the pink of con-
dition, and to go out and give it a go
Some of these trainers are now practising
as chiropractors; and because they say a
man is in good condition, he goes out and
plays football. But the local doctor would
probably say, "Do not go out 'and play,
but have a rest for a fortnight."
*These People, who are enthusiasts, do

not always take the long view in regard to
the ultimate health and well-being of the
young men-and in some eases young
women-who go to them for advice. Per-
haps the proper way to approach the ques-
tion would be by way of a Select Commit-
tee.

I am not enthusiastic about natural
therapists-particularly those chaps who
look into a person's eyes, prescribe a bowl
of soup, and say that the person will be
cured. Whilst these things can be held
up to derision, I do not say for a moment
that some people cannot be cured in that
way. As members of Parliament, we have
to be broad in our approach to the ques-
tion. Many people in days gone by have,
by accident, fallen on cures. It could be
that natural therapists, provided they
worked on the right lines, could ultimately
be of assistance to the medical profession.

A Select Committee, which could examine
witnesses-particularly people who had
been treated by natural therapists-would
be able to make practical recommenda-
tions to the House. But we, as laymen,
would not be able tonight to say that these
people should be registered. Some of the
chiropractors have not done a University
course, but have Practised-and some of
them illegally at that- because they have
gone against the Medical Act which says
that they cannot prescribe drugs, which
same of them are doing-

Mr. Tonkin: None of them do it.
Mr. BRADY: They give prescriptions.

We, as responsible members of Parliament,
should not allow these people to be in the
Position of being registered unless they pass
some sort of examination, despite the fact
that they might have effected one or two
cures here and there. I have had rela-
tives come to me and swear by certain
doctors, because they had cured some mem-
ber of the family; but I have had the
same relatives come to me afterwards and

say that if they could get a sharp enough
knife, they feel they could cut the same
medical practitioner's throat.

We do not want to get carried away
with enthusiasm; we want something prac-
tical before us on a matter like this. The
most important thing for a person in ill-
health is to have treatmeat in the early
stages. He should not be treated by some
Quack or faith-healer, or someone who
Prescribes some soup, celery, or other type
of herbal treatment. People who are in
ill-health should attend a qualified medi-
cal man; although I do not say that medi-
cal men do not differ amongst themselves.

I know of a person who was treated by a
doctor for some weeks, but received no
relief. By a mere chance another doctor
relieved the medical man and treated this
person, and cured her of the disability.
Both these doctors were working under the
same roof, but one of them was treating
the patient for one complaint and the
other for another.

Those who have read the history .of the
medical profession will know of the
jealousies, over the years, amongst the doc-
tors. A book, published recently by
the Reader's Digest, traces the history of
medicine over the last 150 years; and it
mentions the difficulties that have been
experienced by doctors, and the cures and
practices for which they have been respon-
sible.

I do not disagree with the member for
Melville for bringing down this Bill; and
I do not disagree with the suggestion
that Martinovicha has done a great job
in his sphere. I want to see him carry on;
and as far as I know the medical pro-
fession has made no attempt to stop him
from practising. I have heard, on the other
hand, that doctors have recommended
people to go to him. Martinovich is a type
of man who can tell a person, within a
few minutes, whether he, Martinovich, can
do anything for him; and he discourages
some people from returning to him. But
other therapists are not like Martinovich;
they encourage people to come to them.
I have seen records of men in perfect
health who have gone to these People and
been told that they were suffering from
this or that disease, and that they ought
to take this or that treatment.

Mr. Tonkin: If they were in perfect
health, why did they go?

Mr. BRADY: They were there as decoys
representing the Police Department. They
were in perfect health, yet certain treat-
ment was prescribed for them, and I take
it that the chiropractor took a fee. As
responsible members of Parliament we
cannot encourage the registration of these
people. The health of the community is
more important than the registration of
people with an elementary knowledge of
the human body. People who went to these
practitioners for treatment could be ruined
for the rest of their lives, whereas if they
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went to a medlcal man he would say, "I
cannot diagnose what is wrong with you;
You should seek other advice." Many
medical practitioners are honest enough to
do that.

I am not enthusiastic about the Bill,
although I give the mteeniber for Melville
full mnat-s for bringing it forward, be-
cause I think he knows of instances where
natural therapists have done some good.
But there is an old saying that one swal-
low does not make a summer. It may be
that some people, by accident, have effec-
ted cures, But in my opinion the majority
of people would be cured much quicker
and more satisfactorily if they saw a
trained man who had studied for six years
in a medical school. At the moment we
are encouraging medical students in West-
ern Australia, and I do not think it would
be right to set up a board to register peo-
ple who could prove that they had been
working at this type of work for 36
months.

The Bill provides that once these people
are registered, there is nothing in the
Medical Act to prevent them from pt~ac-
tising. Another part of the Bill provides
that they may sue for their fees in a court
and be entitled to recover them. Unless
these people have four or five years' proper
training at a university, I could not en-
thusiastically support the Bill. If the Min-
ister is prepared to allow a Select Com-
mittee to be appointed, I shall give the
committee every encouragement; otherwise
I cannot vote for the second reading of
the Bill.

Mr. Tonkin: I cannot get a Select Com-
mittee if you don't.

MR, W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [9.27]:
We cannot dismiss this subject lightly, be-
cause there is too much public opinon
concerning the Bill and what Is being
done by people who are effecting the type
of cure envisaged in the measure. In-
stances have been given of what has been
done, and no doubt many others could be
given. I am going to relate the case of a
man who came in to see me a few weeks
ago after the Bill had been introduced. I
had not met the man before, but he told
me how he was crippled and gradually got
worse over a Period of three years until
his case seemed hopeless, and his medical
adviser said, "There is only one thing to
do; you cannot carry on any longer. You
will just have to sell your farm."

At that time some -friend advised this
man to write to a certain natural thera-
pist. He did so, and described his ease as
best he could. He was then asked for more
details, which he supplied: and he was
subsequently put on a course of treatment.
Withinr three or four months he began
to improve, and at the end of 12 months
he was able to get about and do a, large
part of the work on the f arm., He gradu-
ally improved until he was' completely

cured. This occurred ten years ago. When
I saw him two or three weeks ago he
was in perfect health and able to do any
of his farm work, including lumping wheat
on his back.

When we know of cases like that, and
we see such inezi anid know that they arc
telling the truth, we have to take notice.
But the question is: Are we going to im-
prove the position by legislation?2 If we
decide that legislation is desirable, then
we have to ask ourselves: Is this legisla-
tion what we want? There may be some
grave doubts about the Bill, because I find
that a person who proves two or three
things to the satisfaction of the board can
be registered. One of these things is that
he holds a diploma in one or more of the
natural therapies from any recognised
chiropractic college, osteopathic college, or
school or college of natural therapy. If
an applicant for registration holds a dip-
loma in one or more of those therapies
he becomes Qualified in the whole three.

That is what the Bill states. It tells us
that a natural therapist is a, person who
will be registered under the provisions
of this legislation if it is passed. The
Bill contains definitions of chiropractic
naturopathy, and osteopathy. If a person
qualifies in any one of those, he becomes
a natural therapist. We do not know in
which study the natural therapist will be
qualified, but he will be eligible for regis-
tration if he is qualified in any one of
the three. That seems to be misleading.

It will be noticed from the Bill that some
members of the board who shall decide
whether a. person is qualified as a natural
therapist shall be-

Three persons approved by the Min-
ister-

(ii two of whomn shall be nom-
mnated by the association
known as the United Health
Practitioners Association (In-
corporated).

0Di the other of whom shall be
nominated by the association
known as the Chiropractors
and Osteopaths Association of
W.A. (Incorporated).

If they are all to be registered as natural
therapists there is some doubt on whether
the two associations will continue, because
one would assume that If the Bill is passed
there would be only one association of
natural therapists, as all the practitioners
will be qualified as such.

Those are -sdm' of the- features In' the
Bill which disturb me. We must admit
that some good is being achieved by those
who practise in these professions. -We
know that some people are fully qualified
practitioners and they are able to perform
excellent seriOce. However, they will be
linked and associated with every Tom, Dick
and Harry who calls himself a natural
therapist and who. is registered under the
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provisions of this Bill. As long as he sets
himself up as a natural therapist for a
short period, he will be regarded as a fully
qualified chiropractic. That does not add
up to what we want.

However, I have a good deal of sympathy
with what is aimed at by the Bill. The
member for Subiaco has suggested that he
is willing to move for the appointment of
a Select Committee to Inquire into this
matter. Therefore, I will reserve my de-
cision on the second reading until I hear
the reply from the honourable member
who. introduced this Bill. I will see what
his attitude is towards the appointment
of a Select Committee and base my de-
cision on that accordingly.

MR. HAWKE (Northam) (9.33]: We
have heard some members who have
spoken say they would not support
the second reading of the Bill, but would
be prepared to support a motion, for the
appointment of a Select Committee. The
Bill could only be sent to a Select Com-
mittee for consideration if the second read-
Ing of the Bill were carried. It is desir-
able, at this stage, to make It clear that
those who would be prepared to send the
Bill to a Select Committee will have to
vote for the second reading to enable the
motion for the appointment of a Select
Comraitee to be brought before the House,

The whole of the subject matter con-
tained in the Bill Is tremendously import-
ant. It should not be necessary to empha-
sise that the health of a community is
beyond measure in value. It Is wrong to
think that the medical profession Is the
beginning and the end of everything in
regard to the preservation of health and
curing of people who might suffer from
sickness, disease or Injury. We anl know
enough, from our own personal observa-
tions, and from information which has be-
come available to us, to realise that some
members of the medical profession have
failed substantially to cure some cases that
have been placed under their care. We
also know that in a percentage of those
cases cures have been effected by people
outside the medical profession.

I am not condemning the medical pro-
fession as a whole; nor am I attempting to
condemn any individual member of it. On
balance, I think the members of the medi-
cal profession do a great deal more good
than harm in regard to the health of the
community.

Mr. Court: I should hope so!
Mr. HAWKE: The member for Leeder-

ville might not think that the best corn-
plimnent which could be paid to the mem-
bers of his profession. However, I think
It Is a better compliment than that offered
by the member for Sublaco. One of the
features which has already impressed Itself
upon my mind about the members of the
medical profession is that very often they

attack the effect and not the cause of any
sickness or disease. It is aL well-established
fact that if one Is to do a person the best
possible good in regard to himself, the
cause should be attacked; and, if possible,
it should be overcome or removed.

If only the eff ect is tackled and, for the
time being eased, certainly at some time
or other the trouble will reassert itself and
the person affected will have to suffer
whatever suffering is involved and pay out
further moneys for additional treatment
either from a medical practitioner or some-
one else. I am a rest believer in what
might be called the natural approach to
health so far as human beings are con-
cerned. I could be wrong, but it is my
view that the health of a person is affected
tremendously by the way that person lives;
by what that person eats; by what that
Person drinks. It is affected by the method
of living that that person uses.

For instance, we are tremendously care-
ful, are we not, about what goes Into the
petrol tank of our motorcars and what goes
into the engines? If we are so tremend-
ously careful about the fuel which goes into
the motor, should we not be reasonably
careful about the fuel which goes into our
systems? Are doctors concerned about this
vital factor?

Dr. Henn: They are very concerned.
Mr. HAWKE:' I do not agree. Some

are not very concerned,
Dr. Henn: Some are not as concerned as

they should be.
Mr. HAWKE: I will agree with that.

Some of them are very little concerned,
and I will quote an experience shortly for
which I can vouch 100 per cent. This will
Prove more fully than words can do the
proposition I am now trying to submit.
Obviously, if there enters the human system
fuel in the shape of food or drink which
is unsuitable, sooner or later the human
system will rebel against It and somewhere
within the human system a sickness, disease
or upset will develop.

We all know, without being experts, that
no matter what we eat or drink there de-
velops from what we eat or drink a good
deal of waste within the system. Logically
enough, unless the waste is expelled from
the system and expelled fairly rapidly, the
retention of the waste or somne undue pro-
Portion of it within the system for too
long will cause sickness, disease, or some
other disturbance of the individual's health
to develop. Do members of the medical
profession generally pay enough attention
to that aspect? Are they concerned enough
about It? Do, they realise It Is basic to
the preservation of good health? Do they
not realise ill-health will be Caused if
waste is Dot expelled from the system
Quickly enough?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think the first
question a doctor asks a patient Is in re-
gard to his bowels.
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Mr. HAWKE: I beg to disagree, and
the Personal case I wiil put in a few
moments will prove that I have a reason-
able basis for my disagreement.

Mr. Rowberry: The chief item of medi-
ci ne In the Army was the No. 9 pill.

Mr. HAWKE: I amn not sure whether
that kept the soldiers healthy. If it did,
It might have been a good thing; but if
it did not, it might have been a bad Whing.
In any event, it might not have been the
best approach, although soldiers, especially
those in active service, have to take by way
of food and drink whatever can be made
available; and no doubt, under those emer-
gency conditions, all sorts of cures would
have to be tried and attempted.

I did not have the Pleasure or otherwise
of listening to the speech made by the
Milnister for Health on this matter, but I
have had an opportunity since of reading
it very carefully. It seems to me that the
Minister sought to kill the Bill with ridicule
and scorn rather than by reason of logical
argument. For instance, he dealt with the
Person called Watts. Perhaps I had better
say now that I do not know Mr. Watts;
and, as far as I know, would not recognise
him if I saw him.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I believe he is
Probably one of the reasons for the intro-
duction of the Bill.

Mr. HAWKE: He may be; and that need
not necessarily be a bad thing. It need not
necessarily condemn the Bill. It might be
Quite the opposite; it might be Justification
for the Bill.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I was just wonder-
Ing whether the honourable member knew.

Mr. HAWKE: No. However, the Minister
set out to ridicule this person. He told
us Mr. Watts looked into the eyes of a
patient and told him that he had liver
trouble, kidney trouble and stomach trou-
ble; that he had a dirty stomach.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: All from evidence.

Mr. HA WEE: I am not concerned wheth-
er it was from evidence or guesswork.' I
say that a dirty stomach might have a
great deal more to do with ill-health than
any of us Imagine. Possibly even the mem-
ber for Leederville will agree to that.

The Minister went on to say that Mr.
Watts prescribed a diet of soup and vari-
ous vegetables. Is that to be condemned?
It may not have been a cure in this par-
ticular case, but I cannot imagine that it
would have done any harm. I should think
that good soup contains a great deal of
sustenance, and vegetables would be some
of the best foods to put into the stomach,
if they were eaten fresh. The same with
fruits. Let us not ridicule the situation by
saying that some person could be regis-
tered under this proposed legislation who
is a dope, a no-hoper, or a crank because
he advised somebody to take soup and
various types of vegetables.

The Minister then said that Mr. Watts
prescribed some drugs which the person
bought from the Mira Louise health
Centre in Trinity Arcade, Perth. I am not
sure what evidence the Minister had to
support his statement.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Sworn evidence.
Mr. HAWKE: I cannot imagine that

Mr. Watts prescribed drugs and that the
person bought these drugs from the Mira
Louise health Centre.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It was all sworn
evidence in a case.

Mr. HAWKE: Does the Mira Louise
health Centre make up the drugs?

Mr. Tonkin: Certainly not? And neither
does it supply them.

Mr. HAWKE: It is all very well for the
Minister to put forward seriously an asser-
tion of this kind: but is it true? I would
be astounded to know that the Mira
Louise health Centre makes up drugs In
the ordinary sense in which we under-
stand the term. I would be positive that
the Centre would not make up drugs. Is
It not therefore fair to say that Mr. Watts
did not prescribe drugs, and that the
Mira Louise health Centre did not make
them up?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: He was found
guilty of prescribing drugs.

Mr. HAWKE: I am not aware of the
evidence by which he was found guilty.
I would be astounded to know that the
assurance given by the Minister along the
lines I indicated had any truth.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: I made it from
the sworn evidence given in court.

Mr. HAWKE: The Minister tells us that;
but Is It true? He had better reLavesti-
gate this angle and bring the evidence
here.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I shall make the
evidence available to the honourable mem-
ber at any time he desires.

Mr. HAWE: I shall be very pleased
to look at it. I am almost inclined to
wager that the Mira Louise health Centre
does not make up drugs.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I did not say it
made up drugs.

Mr. HA WKE: The Minister did not! Am
I allowed to quote his exact words? The
Minister said, 'He also prescribed some
drugs which he bought from the Mira
Louise health Centre in Trinity Arcade".

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You used the
words "made up".

Mr. RAWECE: The Minister denies what
he said.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I do not deny it.
In one case the word 'bought" was used
and in the other the words "'made up'
were used.
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Mr. HA'WKE: Is the Minister suggest-
ing that the Mira Louise health centre
has a legal right to sell drugs?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It may import
them. I do not know how it obtains them.

Mr. HAWKCE: I am inclined to think the
Minister does not know. I said that I
would give an instance of what happened
to a person's health as a result of some
members of the medical profession not
realising the true cause of an illness or
complaint. This concerns an acute case
of dermatitis. The person suffered from
this complaint for many months during
the war period. He went to a doctor. The
doctor examined him, asked a few ques-
tions, and injected a few drugs into that
person's leg. The condition became worse.

It is true that the doctor did ask the
person whether he was having the regular
use of his bowels. The person said, "Yes,
once Per day, every morning before
breakfast". The doctor said that was all
right. Instead of the condition improving
it became worse.

That person then went to see leading
specialists in Perth. They were at the
time the leading skin specialists--two of
them working together in partnership.
These two specialists gave a different type
of drug by way of injection, and they pre-
scribed ray treatment. They did not ask
any questions about bowel activity or diet.
All they did was to inject this drug and
give the ray treatment.

The result was that the condition be-
came worse. The specialists finally ad-
mitted that they could not do anything
more than to inject the drugs and to give
ray treatment. Quite by accident one day.
the person went into a chemist shop to look
for a special type of ointment to relieve
his condition. AS it was wartime, this
ointment was difficult to obtain. There
were three or four bottles in the window
of the chemist shop. When he saw the
ointment displayed he was excited, be-
cause usually it was placed under the
counter, if it was available.

He went in and said to the chemist,
"How many bottles can I have?" The
chemist who happened to be an Assyrian
said. "You can have three bottles." The
person said. "Right, I'll take them." The
old chemist said, "Why do You want it?"
He. was told the reason. He then said,
"This ointment will not cure the com-
plaint". The person said, "Nothing will
cure it". The chemist said, "If you will
do as I say, you will be cured of the com-
plaint in 10 days".

That was quite a bold claim to make,
in the opinion of the person suffering from;
this condition. However, he said. "I will
try anything if it will hold out any hope
of getting rid of this awful dermatitis".
The chemist said. "You can cure it in 10
days if you have enough will power to stick
to a diet which I will write down and

which will ensure that you have the use
of Your bowels at least twice a day". He
asked this person where he lived. The
person said, "In the country." The old
chemist said, "D3 you go around with your
eyes shut?" The person said "No." The
chemist said, "How often do you have the
use of your bowels?" The person said,
"Regularly once a day without fail, every
morning before breakfast". The old
chemist said, "You call that regular." The
person said "Most certainly". The chemist
with great wit and also great logic said,
"Would not once a week be regular?"

The average doctor would think that in
a case like dermatitis suffered by the
Patient, the use of the bowel regularly
once a day was all right. But this chemist
did not think so. He said to the person,
"You must go around the country with
Your eyes shut". The person indignantly
denied this suggestion. The chemist said,
"Don't you watch the horses and cows and
sheep?"

The Person concerned said, "You are not
going to make a sheep out of me", which
was fair enough, Actually the chemist
was trying to say that horses and sheep
and cows eat natural foods. As a result
they did not normally have to take castor
oil. To make this fairly long story no
longer, the person concerned had sufficient
will Power to stick to the diet, of which
I shall give some details shortly, and to
make certain that he had the use of his
bowels twice a day. The result was that
within eight days the condition of acute
dematitis disappeared completely.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: That is a very
good story.

Mr. HAWKE: It is not a story; it is
true.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I agree with what
you say. It could happen on occasions, but
no-one is out to prevent that sort of thing
happening.

Mr. Tonkin: Would not that be giving
medical advice?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Not a bit. That
is permitted.

Mr. Tonkin: The Medical Hoard may
not say so.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The Medical
Board will not say anything of that sort.
I pointed that out.

Mr. HAWKE: I mention this case for
the purpose of emphasising the desir-
ability, if not the necessity, of trying to
do what we can within reason and safety
limits to devise new methods and to ex-
tend natural methods of curing people
quickly and effectively when they become
sick; but, perhaps more important, of try-
ing to spread knowledge among people and
thus enable thpm to a~void sickness.

We fall down terribly in that regard.
Australia is a country in which the climate
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and general conditions all contribute very
favourably towards good health. We
should be a much healthier people than
we are. The degree of sickness and disease
in Australia is shocking.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Often you are
your own worst enemy.

Mr. HAWKE: If that is not a severe
reflection on the medical profession, it Is
a severe reflection on the health autho-
rities.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: And upon indi-
vidual members of the community.

Mr. HAWKE: Yes, as the Minister sug-
gests, to some extent upon each individual
in the community. However, we cannot
expect members of the community to be
in Possession of the necessary knowledge
unless someone makes it available to them.

This diet was a bit difficult. The old
chemist gave a list of prohibited items
among which were beer, spirits, and wines;
chocolate; pickles, sauces, and peppers;
greasy foods: gravies; red meats, which
were high on the list; and practically no
butter. The idea was to eat plenty of
fruit and vegetables and drink great quan-
tities of water. Poultry was all right. Quite
important and, perhaps, the most impor-
tant thing-, was that he must have the use
of his bowels at least twice a day.

I think diet is tremendously important.
If people are eating the wrong things or
eating too much of some things and too lit-
tie of others, then the human system will
develop trouble somewhere. It would be like
putting the wrong fuel, or some of ;Ghe
wrong fuel, into a motor engine. Obviously
it would not function properly, but would
give trouble. It would either refuse to
operate or it would operate under difficul-
ties, thus involving considerable wear and
tear above the normal.

Therefore, let us not, in an anxiety to
surround the medical profession and every-
one within it with some sort of sacred-
ness, ridicule and pour scorn upon what
might be regarded as the more natural
approach to the question of human health.
The natural approach-if that is the right
term to use-could. in the fulness of time,
be by far the best approach not only in
relation to curing people who might be-
come sick or diseased but, a thousand times
more importantly, from the point of view
of educating people along the right lines in
regard to the preservation of their own
health and strength.

I know that we have in Western Aus-
tralia a health council which was estab-
lished under the administration of the
previous Minister for Health, the member
for Eyre. That undoubtedly is a step in
the right direction. We might be able
to do a great deal more in relation to the
preservation of the health of our people
through the schools. Whiat more impor-
tant item could there be in the school
curriculum than the preservation of good
health?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The council is
beginning to take steps along those lines.

Mr. HAWKE: The Minister tells us that
the health council is beginning to move
along those lines. That is a good thing.

Mr. lqulsen: Thanks to the TIreasurer
of the Hawke Government.

Mr. HIAWKE: I should think it would be
a good thing if in a limited sort of Way
we could make each person his own doc-
tor; but almost entirely from the point of
view of prevention of sickness and disease.
I have talked to some doctors who are very
highly placed in the medical profession.
Naturally they tell us very much more in
private conversation than they would ever
dare to say in public. To some extent
they are like politicians in that regard.

Mr. Roberts: Twin brothers!
Mr. HAWKE: They stick together in

case they hang together if they don't. I
would hope that the introduction of this
Bill and the discussion in relation to It
would have the effect of creating a greater
constructive health consciousness in Wes-
terni Australia. I am certain that every
member of the medical profession is
anxious to promote health and to prevent.
as far As possible, the occurrence of sick-
ness and disease. Nevertheless, we have to
realise that each individual medical prac-
titioner has his own life to lead, as It were.
in his profession; he has to make a liv-
ing. Undoubtedly some medical practi-
tioners-I should hope the minority-
develop a vested interest in sickness; and
that, of course, is undesirable.

I do not know what the effective answer
to that problem is. Some people say that
the State should employ them all, but that
could create other problems among some
of the medical profession. I would think
that the setting up of a Select Committee
in relation to this subject could be the
means of obtaining a great deal of valu-
able information which, in turn, could
lead to the development in Western Aus-
tralia of Progressive moves in the field of
maintaining public health at the highest
possible level and of ensuring that people
when they fall ill receive the very best
possible treatment available, irrespective
of whether or not it is to come from a
medical practitioner, or from a chiroprac-
tor, aL naturopath, an osteopath, or what-
ever he might be called.

I agree with some members who have
said that they could not 100 per cent.
happily at this stage support the pro-
posal in this Bill. There are some parts
of it which I would be quite worried about
and which I think require closer examina-
tion. A Select Committee of members of
this House could obtain evidence and a
tremendous amount of information which
could be collated and in due course pre-
sented as a report and recommendations
to this House some time in the future.
That could do no possible harm at all;
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on the other hand, It could have the result
of achieving great benefit for the commun-
ity. After all, not one of us should be
here to grind an axe for the medical pro-
fession or the chiropractors or such like.
Our overriding consideration should be
the protection, to the greatest Possible
degree, of the health of the community and
every individual within it.

We know that sickness, disease, and in-
jury, constitute a great economic loss. In
my Judgment, however, that is not the
worst feature of it; because the worst fea-
ture undoubtedly is the pain, suffering,
distress, and anxiety, which are imposed
upon those In the community who fall
sick, become diseased, or suffer from injury.
Therefore, in conclusion, I1 would appeal
to the members of the House to vote for
the second reading of this Bill in order,
and on the understanding, that it be re-
,ferred for investigation to a Select Com-
mittee to be appointed by the House after
the second reading had been accepted.

MR. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley) [10.113:
1 wish to support this measure. I agree
with a lot of members in that the measure
itself Is not framed altogether perfectly.
Of course, we must be mindful of the
fact that when the Bill was being drafted,
there was possibly no precedent upon
which to base It. It is purely an experi-
mental piece of legislation which, If passed.
would no doubt be amended considerably
as time went on.

I doubt whether any member of this
Chamber could dogmatically state the
form which legislation should take when
dealing with a matter of this nature.
However, apart from the fact that the Bill
is not perfectly drafted, at least we must
give some credit in that it is at least a
start and the foundation upon which
future legislation of this type could be
based and upon which we could make some
progress In future towards organising a
therapeutical profession generally,

I do not favour a Select Committee.
The experience of Parliament in the past
with Select Committees has been that
many have been appointed from members
of this House, one of whom has been sel-
ected as Chairman in each instance. The
majority of members on the Committee are
appointed from the side of the member who
moved for the appointment of such Select
Committee, and a minority from the other
side. We know before we start that a Se-
lect Committee to inquire into the practices
of naturopaths, chiropractors, and osteo-
paths, would receive considerable opposi-
tion from the medical profession. Learned
medicos, surgeons, and physicians, would
submit evidence to the Committee, using
long Latin terms, which would niot be
understood by any members of the Com-
mittee, with the exception of, perhaps, one.
They would prove, with their Latin phrase-
ology, that a Bill of this nature would not

be workable and that naturopaths, chiro-
practors, and osteopaths, should have no
recognition or standing in the community.
That would be the majority finding.

We all know that the minority report
would contain evidence from the public
and these naturopaths, etc. which would
prove that they should be given registra-
tion and authority. I do not see how any
good purpose could be served by the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee. We all
know that we have about one week before
Parliament closes down; and that, under
Standing Orders, a Select Committee would
have to be turned into an Honorary Royal
Commission.

Unless the Government agrees to turn
it into an Honorary Royal Commission,
there will not be an inquiry. Once again
this is an example of what we have wit-
nessed in the past--a nice way of killing
the measure and shelving It for another
12 months. At least let us be honest. If
we Pass the second reading let us take
it to the Committee stage and try to
make a good Bill out of it. But if we
do not want any part of it. let us throw
it out at the second reading.

I do not know how long the people
who oppose measures of this nature can
continue to resist them. Sooner or later
legislation such as this must come into
being; and possibly the sooner it does,
the better it will be. It is a recognised
fact that these practitioners have effected
cures, and some of them seem to be
miraculous to a lot of people. Possibly
they could be explained away by the medi-
cal profession, but we have to recognise
the fact that some of these people who
have gained a reputation in this work
have effected marvellous cures. We must
recognise the fact that no patient goes
to these people until such time as a
doctor is unable to treat him success-
fully. in other words, when the doctor
gives him away, or the patient gives the
doctor away, he goes to these unquali-
fied people.

So it is obvious that when these prac-
tioners get a patient they have receiyed
one whom the doctors consider is a hope-
less case. Therefore they are really
starting from behind scratch; and when
they do effect a cure, which the doctors
have failed to do, no doubt the patient
concerned has more faith in these people
than he has in the medical profession.
That in itself is not altogether desirable
because the treatment may or may not
have been a fluke. But we do know that
certain doctors have directed their patients
to go to these people for treatment. They
have said, "I can't do anything for you
but I suggest you go and see so and so.
Possibly he can help you." We know,
too, that certain doctors have gone to
these people for treatment. They can-
not do it openly because it is considered
to be unethical, both by the association
and the medical profession generally.
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Even if unqualified persons practising
as dietitians or chiropractors have a suc-
cess with only 5 per cent, of their patients,
at least they are doing some good, be-
cause 5 per cent. of the people they treat
are cured of what otherwise would be a
Painful and distressing complaint, and
which they would probably have to en-
dure for the remaining years of their
lives because the doctors have failed to
cure them, either through ignorance of
a certain type of treatment, or because
they were unable to prescribe the right
treatment. I realise that speaking in this
tone the emphasis should be more on the
chiropractors than on the naturopaths
or the dietitians.

Only aL few years ago the recognised
treatment for a back injury was for the
doctor to send the patient to a surgeon
to perform an operation on the spinal
column-a most painful operation-and
usually without much success. In recent
years, however, the medical profession has
realised Its error and that treatment Is
no longer prescribed; they rely on treat-
ment with plates, manipulation, and
physiotherapy. In other words, the medi-
cal profession has gone back to what
chiropractors have been doing for years.

However, I do not think it is a matter
for Parliament to decide whether chiro-
practors, physiotherapists, naturopaths,
surgeons or physicians are the best people
to treat the public for certain complaints.
I think our job is to protect the public
from quacks and charlatans; and as the
law stands today any person can hang up
a shingle and call himself a naturopath,
a dietitian or a chiropractor, and set up
in practice. There is no law to prevent
him practising so long as he stays within
certain limitations, such as the prescrib-
ing of drugs and so on.

If we pass a measure of this nature and
register these people, at least we will
bring them under control-the control
of Parliament. The Bill itself states that
the board responsible for registering
them shall consist of two medical prac-
titioners. Possibly that Is an error, and
it may be preferable to have a preponder-
ance of medical practitioners on the board
for the protection of the public. That is
something that should be decided during
the Committee stage, if the BiDl gets that
far, But until such time as we are pre-
pared to place legislation upon the statute
book, and bring these people under the
control of the department concerned, and
set a standard which must be attained by
these practitioners before they are per-
mitted to Practice, the public can more
or less be misled, and probably a lot of
harm can be done by quackery,

Sooner or later, and the sooner the
better, we will have to establish a
hoard to register these people, set a stan-
dard, and control them. There is no
standard at all at the moment, and we
cannot set a standard in the Bill. The

only way to do that Is to make a start,
and the foundation is the people who are
already practising, We can place certain
restrictions upon them and they will be
extra careful-more careful than they are
now-because at present if anyone over-
steps the mark, and he goes beyond what
he is Permitted under the existing law,
he is fined a maximum of £50; but if they
were registered these people would be faced
with deregistration if they did something
which they were not competent, not
qualified, or not permitted to do.

No person who was registered would
risk deregistratlon: and that is why I think
it is a desirable thing to register them. At
present there is no registration, and there
is nothing to stop them going beyond the
bounds except a threat of a fine of E50,
which can easily be Paid by a successful
practitioner. Then again, if we passed this
legislation, or legislation of a similar
nature, and people who were not registered
practised, we could impose severe penalties
upon them. At present they can practise
improperly and all there is to stop them
is the threat of a fine; but with the threat
of imprisonment, they would not be pre-
pared to do it.

Whatever arguments are put up against
this type of treatment, we have to recog-
nise the fact that sooner or later we will
have to stop them Practising altogether
or register them. We cannot allow the
present state of affairs to continue where-
by unqualified people can practise ad nt,
They can rent premises at £2 10s. or £5
a week, depending on the locality, put an
advertisement in the paper, and go to
work.

I can see no useful purpose being served
by referring this Bill to a Select Com-
mittee. We know the result of that al-
ready. if a Select Committee were
appointed, I doubt whether it would be
turned into an Honorary Royal Comnis-
sion. It would be wasting our time and
making a mockery of Parliament.

Let us be honest and either throw the
Bill out at the second reading stage, or
agree to it and then amend It In Com-
mittee. We could give it 12 months' trial;
and at the end of that time we would have
had some experience of the position. We
would then be able to bring down more
suitable legislation and make some progress
along the road towards permitting naturo-
paths, chiropractors, and dietitians to prac-
tise legally, as they do In America and other
overseas countries. This is nothing new,
it has been established In America for
many years. These People are registered
there, and certain States are more liberal
than others. In other parts of the world
the science is centuries old, and well and
truly established and recognised.

These people could be an asset to the
medical profession; because, if they were
registered and given recognition, it would
be permissible for medical practitioners to
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prescribe treatment by a chiropractor. It
would also help patients financially: be-
cause at present, under the Commonwealth
Medical Benefits Scheme and the various
health schemes throughout Australia,
patients cannot recover money spent on
this treatment; whereas if these prac-
titioners were registered, patients could
recover the biggest portion of their fees.
It would also enable those who are prac-
tising to charge a set fee, and recover fees.
At the moment they are not permitted to
subm-.-t accounts; they more or less have
to take what people are prepared to give
them; and if someone does not pay, they
have no recourse to the courts for recovery
of the money.

The longer we leave it, the worse mess
we will be in, because these people will
start springing up not only in the metro-
politan area but also throughout the
country. The sooner we bring them under
control the better it will be for all con-
cerned-the practitioners themselves,* the
medical profession, and the puiblic. I sup-
Port the second reading.

MR. ANDREWV (Victoria Park) (10.281:
I consider this Bill to be a very important
one, because of its implications, and I
agree with the member for Mt. Lawley that
legislation such as this is inevitable. Somne
legislation will have to be passed to regu.-
larise and control the vast number of
people who carry out health cures, and
who are not members of the medical pro-
fession. When it was published in the
Press that the Deputy Leader oif the Oppo-
sition intended to introduce a Bill of this
nature, I was surprised at the large num-
ber of people in my electorate who wrote
to me and asked me to support it. I -said,
"At the moment I do not know what will
be in the Bill; but if it is Ps I thinkr it
will be, I will support it."

I do not want my remarks to be con-
strued as an attack on the medical profes-
Sion, but I am influenced a good deal in
my attitude towards this Bill by my
own and other people's experiences.
As it is printed, the Bill may not be per-
fect. I1 would like to know, however, how
many Bills when they arc first brought
here can be placed in that category. I
suppose about 80 or 90 Bills have been
before the House this session. The large
majority of those Bills are to amend Acts
already in existence: yet the Minister for
Health said that he did not think the Bill
was practicable. If we Pass the second
reading of the Bill, any desirable amend-
ments can be made in the Committee
stages, as has been pointed out by previous
speakers. This is the practice followed
when dealing with many Bills that come
before us.

The member for Eyre made certain
statements with regard to the medical pro-
fession. He talked about medical science
Starting from the time of Hippocrates in
460 B.C. I do not know whether that date

is correct or not. But, of course, knowledge
has been added to medical science ever
since. One of the things that astounds me
is that all the medical knowledge and
science that has been acquired over the
years has been channelled into medical
schools. The students of those medical
schools have the benefit of that acquired
knowledge. Yet we all know that a doctor
who has been through the schools and who
has been given the benefit of all this know-
ledge, is not able to effect the cures which
are carried out by people who are some-
times not even literate; and I refer par-
ticularly to Martinovich.

one or two speakers implied that some
of these cures were more or less lucky
flukes. I can assure them, however, from
my own experience that that is not so.
When I was a young married man I was
attacked by a rheumatic complaint. I
started to get a bit stiff in one leg; I
thought it was only a small complaint
and laughed about it; I imagined I would
get over it in a day or so. But I had to
go to bed for three months. I had two
doctors attending me, to say nothing of
scpecialists9; and their fees cost me a lot
more money than I could afford.

I then got on to crutches and then on to
a wallig stick. The specialists attending
inc gave mne the usual medicine. I then
had a relapse and went to bed again
for another five weeks. My condition did
not improve. I had tried many things, and
one day somebody told me about the Hay
diet. That is not a diet oi eating hay but
it refers to Dr. Hay. What brought it to
mry notice was that Hubert Opperman,
the champion endurance cyclist, had gone
on to th4i diet. I read a book by Dr. Hay
and decided to go on the diet myself.

It was not a very difficult diet, and I
soon got better; and today I am as free
frouk rheumatism as I can be, even though
I do not continue with the diet. Doctors
and specialists did me no good whatever.

Mr. Law.rence: Were there any oats in
it?

Mr. ANDERW: No. I1 have had a fur-
ther experience since I have been a mem-
ber of Parliament. I had a pain in the
right Shoulder and again I thought it
would soon leave me, but it persisted.
After a while I went to a doctor in Victoria
Park; he is quite a good doctor.

Mr. Hall: Did he fix you up?
Mr. ANDREW: No. He moved my arm

around and felt my shoulder and said I
had an arthritic condition. I was not too
keen about that, because I did not think
I had such a condition. Having experi-
enced rheumatism I knew how stiff one's
joints were likely to get. But I had a lot
of pain in the arm. The doctor treated
me for three -weeks and gave me a dose
of cortisone which made the condition
wvorse. At the end of three weeks I told
him that I did not think the condition was
arthritic. He asked me why, and I replied
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that the pain was shifting all the time,
and that as a matter of fact, I had a slight
pain and a numbness at the back of the
fingers.

To the credit of the doctor I must say
he was honest and fair enough to admit
that he was right off the beam. He said
he thought I needed treatment for the
back of my neck. He said it was the top
of the spine that was affected and decided
to send mue to a specialist. I went to a
specialist in St. George's Terrace who sent
me on to have X-rays taken. It was dis-
covered it was the nerve on the seventh
vertebrae that was affecting the nerves in
the arm. I went to the masseur recomn-
mended by the specialist for treatment and
massage, and so on, and paid about
£10 10s. I was no better. I then decided to
see a chiropractor; and, after six treat-
ments, I was. better. I could men-
tion other cases to verify these facts.

Early this evening somebody asked why
do not people go to a regular practitioner;
to a man who has had six years' training.
I did, but never got cured.

I would like now to refer to the case of
my father, who lived at Herne Hill, as the
member for Toodyay knows. Early in the
debate a man named Armstrong was men-
tioned. He was a dietitian and prescribed
certain diets for different ailments. For
many years my father had suffered from
eczema. I think it is now called dermatitis.
The doctor said he had an infection from
his sack. My father followed the Armstrong
diet and it cured the eczema. The doctors
could not cure it however.

I would lkce now to mention a woman in
South Perth, whose name I could give to
any member who may be interested. She
is the wife of a T.P.I. She had curvature
of the spine and had been attended by a
doctor, and had also visited the Royal
Perth Hospital. She had X-rays taken
and went through a course of treatment.
The doctors at the Royal Perth Hospital
said they could not do anything more for
her. She had heard a lot about Martino-
vich and decided to pay him a visit. He
was at Boulder at that time. She went
to Boulder and saw Martinovich. I think
his patients go to him once, and two days
later there is another visit which consti-
tutes the final treatment. Martinovich
cured her. When she first went to him
she took her X-rays with her and he said
that he did not want to see them; that
be could tell whether there was anything
wrong with her without looking at X-rays.
He found three slipped discs, which he Put
back in place; and after that she was all
right.

When this woman returned home from
Kalgoorlie she wrote to one of the doctors
at Royal Perth Hospital and told him that
she was perfectly well; that she had been
cured of this curvature of the spine for
which he said there was no cure. She re-
ceived no reply to her letter. I am briefly

going through these cases because they
have come within my own experience. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition read out
quite a number of letters fronm people who
had been cured by naturopaths and chiro-
practors and the others mentioned in the

I know of the case of a lady who holds a
very important position in the Party to
which I belong. She told me that she had
some trouble with the lower part of her
spine. She visited her own doctor; and
after months of treatment, she got worse.
She went to another doctor and he gave
her further treatment without any im-
provement. She then went to specialists,
who gave her further treatment. She was
in such a6 condition that she had to carry
a cushion around with her to help her
when she sat down.

As far as she was concerned that would
have been her condition for the rest of
her life. Her outlook was very bleak and
gloomy indeed. It was suggested to her
chat she go and see a chiropractor. She
went to a chiropractor in Forrest Place,
who had a look at her and her X-rays-
unlike Martinovich, most chiropractors
want to see X-rays. After examining her
the chiropractor said, "It will take about
three months to cure you." She -replied,
"Do you mean to tell me that you can cure
me?" He assured her that he could and
said he would tell her what was the matter
with her. Today that woman is well and
healthy. The condition was cleared up by
the chiropractor, and she is now walking
around without any difficulty. If it were
not for these people whom we are trying
to put on a proper basis and regularise and
protect from the B.M.A., the person at
Bentley, myself, and the person at South
Perth might have been very sorry cases
today.

The Leader of the Opposition made a
statement that doctors deal with effects
and not causes. I think that is one of
the reasons why the nation is not as
healthy as it should be. it is the way we
live that causes us to get into the condi-
tion of health that we do. It was the way
I lived that brought about my rheumatic
condition when I was living at Herne Hill.

I had to subject myself to a diet in
order to be cured. I am not the slightest
bit afraid of getting rheumatism today. If
people are afraid of getting rheumatism
and are prepared to go to those who have
the knowledge to treat them by diet, they
will slowly get better and be free from
that painful dis ease.

I had intended to speak about certain
other matters, but I think I have said
enough to prove that chiropractors, thera-
pists, and the like have a place in society
today; and all that is desired by this Bill is
to put them on a proper basis. As the
member for Mt. Lawley stated, the regis-
tration of these People would put a stop to
quacks practistmg.
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There is one thing I almost overlooked.
With your permission, Mr. Speaker, I will
quote from an article headed "Who Are
The Quacks?" and written by William
Howard Hay, M.D., a famous American
doctor and writer. It reads as follows:-

Dr. Cabot, of the Harvard Medical
School, says of post mortemi findings,
of the Massachusetts General Hospital,
where precision is carried to the nth,
degree, that these have proven diag-
nosis to be wrong in over fifty per
cent. of the cases, and this means
that they have missed the principal
trouble in more than half of the cases.

That is the position in the Massachusetts
General Hospital. Therefore, when certain
charges are being made against naturo-
paths, chiropractors, and so forth, one has
to remember that doctors make plenty of
mistakes.

I believe we need a Bill such as this,
and that we can put It into effect. With
the number of members available in this
House to make suggestions, we should be
able to produce something which is really
worth while. I think the Bill is necessary
and suggest that members vote for the
second reading.

MB,. TONKIN (Melville-in reply)
[10.48]: 1 think members for their very
sincere approach to this Bill. There has
been quite a lot of opposition, but that
was to be expected, because one's thinking
is conditioned by one's experience and
knowledge; and our experiences are very
varied. It is to be expected that different
points of view would be put forward.

We are a long way behind the times in
Western Australia. This Bill is only seek-
Ing to bring us up somewhat to the level
which has been achieved elsewhere. I am
very conscious of the Bill's inadequacies,
just as I am of my own; and I would
have had a very diff erent Bill If 1 could
have had my way. I asked the Minister
for Health to Introduce this legislation;
and it was only when he refused to have
anything to do with it that I felt obliged
to try it myself. As I considered, in the
circumstances, that something should be
done. I introduced a deputation to the
Minister for Health; and on that deputa-
tion were a number of persons who testl-
fled that they had been cured by chiro-
practors or naturopaths of complaints
which regular doctors had completely failed
to cure.

The request of the deputation was for
legislation. This was the Minister's reply,
dated the 8th June:-

I have given consideration to the
views expressed and the requests made
by yourself and the members of the
deputation which you introduced on
the 29th May, and have to inform you

that in view of all the circumstances
I cannot accede to the request of your
deputation to make any legislative
move in regard to the registration of
Mr. H. G. Watts, or at this stage, any
of the people like Mr. Watts who were
mentioned that morning.

I feel it only fair to point out that
the previous Government had ample
opportunity to Introduce legislation
along the lines requested by the depu-
tation, and it is pertinent to note that
no action was taken.

Dealing with the last paragraph first,
if we were always to take the view that
because a previous Government bad done
nothing a successive Government should
not, we would never make a start with
anything.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is right. My
excuse did not hinge on that paragraph,
of course.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister said, "that
in view of all the circumstances." What
circumstances? That is what I would like
to know. I would not take second place to
anyone in appreciation of the value of
education. I believe that the educated
man in his special course ought to be
expected to be far more efficient with
regard to that particular course or profes-
sion than the uneducated man who has
not had the value of special training. It
is not always so0; but generally speaking it
ought to be so. However, that does not say
that the educated people-those with
university degrees-have a monopoly of
brains of thinking power; and I believe
the ability to think clearly is the most
important equipment any man or woman
could have.

Education and experience help; but if
one has not the ability to think clearly,
one will run into many errors. I have a
great deal of respect and admiration for
the members of the medical profession, but
I am not going to be foolish and say they
do not make serious mistakes. When we
are weighing up the relative merits of the
medical profession, we find that on the
one hand we have naturopaths, chiroprac-
tors, and osteopaths; and on the other we
have members of the medical profession;
and we have to remember that the latter
are authorised to deal in drugs and use
the knife. These are both lethal weapons.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: They are both
healing weapons, too.

Mr. TONKIN: We will see about that in
a minute. However, the naturopaths, osteo-
paths, and chiropractors do not use drugs,
and they do not use the knife. So where
is the danger potential to start with?
Moreover, there is ample evidence to show
that some doctors fall down very badly. I
have here in front of me a portion of a
Page of the Daily News of the 17th of this
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month, so it is quite recent. The heading
is "Double Error is Fatal." Portion of the
article reads as follows:-

London, Tuesday (AAP): A 40-year
old mother of two sons collapsed in
agony and died after taking medicine
for a backache.

The Coroner was told yesterday that
the medicine she bad taken contained
more than 10 times the fatal dose of
a sedative.

The Coroner was told that two mis-
takes had been made: The doctor
prescribed the wrong dose-three
grains to a teaspoonful instead of
three milligrams; and the chemist
who made up the prescription failed
to spot the error.

The Minister quoted an instance of some
scientologist who made a mistake in a
diagnosis. Is that a reason why chiroprac-
tors, osteopaths, and naturopaths should
be condemned as quacks? If that is to be
the argument, surely one should condemn
the doctors!

The member for Leederville endeavoured
to build a case on the fact that doctors
had a great knowledge of drugs, and that
the use of antibiotics was a wonderful
thing for the human race. I am not so
certain. I have here a cutting from The
West Australian of the 6th August under
the heading "N.S.W. Move on Dangers of
Penicillin." It is as follows:-

Sydney, Wednesday.-The executive
committee of the N.S.W. Hospitals'
Association today decided to ask the
State Health Department for a full
investigation into the use of penicillin
and other antibiotic drugs.

The Association's secretary, H. W.
Simpson. told the committee that
penfcillin Injections should not be given
indiscriminately because of the danger
of allergies to the drug.

The death of a Sydney woman on
July 21 is believed to have been caused
by a penicillin injection.

Doctors estimate that more than
3,000 have died from penicillin injec-
tions in the United States since 1956.

Mr. Simpson said patients should be
tested for possible allergy before a
penicillin injection.

He urged hospital boards of directors
to make themselves conversant with
the danger of antibiotics and to dis-
cuss them with the senior members of
their staffs so that some instructions
might be laid down to guide medical
men who use the drugs.

In other words, medical men are using
these drugs in a wholesale way without
being familiar with possible consequences;
and the law authorises them to do it.

In America. chiropractors are permitted
to do many of the things which in this
country we would only Permit a medical

practitioner to do. in this publication
before me of a compilation of State laws
governing the practice of chiropractic I
find this: The States where chiropractors
are permitted to sign birth certificates
are Arkansas, California, Idaho, Montana,
New Mexico. North Dakota, Oklahoma,
Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming,
and Hawaii. The States where chiroprac-
tors are permitted to sign death certificates
are Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florid a,
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,
Kentucky, Maine, Minnesota, Missouri,
Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire. New
Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont,
Virginia, Washington, West Virginia,
Wyoming, Alaska, and Hawaii,

In some States they are recognised
under the Workmen's Compensation Law.
For example: Arizona, Arkansas, Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Connecticut, District of
Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois,
Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Ne-
braska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina,
North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode island, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah,
Vermont, Virgina, Washington, Wyoming,
Alaska, Hawaii, Alberta, British Columbia,
Manitoba, Ontario, and Saskatchewan.

So there are many States where they
are recognised under the compensation
law. Quite recently-this year I believe
-a law was passed in New Zealand to
register chiropractors. There is in Vic-
toria a Dietitians' Act, and I have a copy
here. It is dated 1958. It Is an Act to
consolidate the law relating to the regis-
tration of dietitians and for other Pur-
poses. The "board" means the Dietitians
Registration Board of Victoria under this
Act. "Consultant dietetics" or the "Practice
of consultant dietetics" means the giving to
any person for fee or reward or in expect-
ation of fee or reward of any treatment at-
tendance or advice In matters of diet in re-
lation to health or In relation to any dis-
ease or ailment. That would be regarded as
medical advice under our Act.

Mr. Crommelin: What qualifications do
they have to have according to the Act?
Are there any university qualifications?

Mr. TONKIN: No person shall be regis-
tered under this Act unless the board is
satisfied that such person is at least 21
years of age and is of good character
and unless such person has paid the pre-
scribed fees. The qualifications for regis-
tration are as follows:

Any person who at any time applies
in the prescribed manner to be regis-
tered under this Act shall be entitled
to be so registered if the Board is sat-
isfied that such person-

(a) has completed the prescribed
Course of training and passed
the prescribed examinations;
or
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(b) holds such diploma degree
certificate or other document
or qualifications as the Board
recognizes as furnishing suf-
ficient evidence of the pos-
session of the requisite know-
ledge and skill for the effici-
ent practice of dietetics.

We are not making such a dreadful
plunge in this State with this Bill.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson* That is not like
your Bill.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Minister had
taken upon himself the task which I
asked him to do, it is quite likely we
would have had a better Bill. I admit
quite frankly that I had not the quali-
fications to present a Bill which would be
a perfect Bill; but a start had to be made
somewhere. I would be quite happy to
withdraw this Bill if the Ministcr would
give an assurance that he recognises some-
thing is necessary and that he will get
the experts on to it. Of course, the Min-
ister will not give that assurance; and
he will oppose the appointment of a
Select Committee. I have no doubt about
that bccause he would not want an in-
quiry into this matter. Why did the
Minister say that one could purchase
drugs at Mira Louise's establishment?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I was quoting
evidence of the cases.

Mr. TONKIN: All right. I will read a
letter from Mira Louise, which is dated
the 18th October. The letter is as 101-
lows:-

18th October, 1959.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin, M.L.A.,
Parliament House,
Perth,
Western Australia.
Dear Sir,

re Natural Therapists Bill.
A copy of Hansard has just arrived

and I hasten to voice my protest
against what I consider is a gross
misrepresentation of facts.

From Mr. Ross Hutchinson's re-
marks (page 1892) concerning the
alleged "drugs" supposed to have been
supplied to Mr. Watts's Patients by the
Mira Louise Health Centre, it is
obvious that he has no knowledge of
biochemic cell-salts. By no stretch of
the imagination could Schuessler's
biochemic cell-salts be referred to as
drugs. Their manufacture and re-
action in the human body are en-
tirely different from drugs.

Further, I maintain that if the
charge against Mr. Watts was based
on the slips of paper on which the
names of the biochemic cell-salts
were written-misrepresented as a
"prescrlption"-an unpardonable mis-
carriage of justice has been committed.

During the 26 years that I have
lectured and conducted health food
shops, cafes, and naturopathic health
centres under the registered name of
Mira Louise Health Centre and Bio-
chemic Supplies, I have never recom-
mended nor have I dispensed drugs of
any kind.

After narrowly escaping the wheeled
chair of invalidism with arthritis, the
result of drug treatment, I could
scarcely be expected to advocate their
USE.

For the sake of the members of this
House who may not be conversant
with the biochemic system, and who
will be called upon to vote either for
or against the Bill, permit me to out-
line the principles involved, after
which I feel sure that responsible
members will realise that biochemic
treatment is in no way related to
drug therapy.

Quoting George W. Carey, M.D.,
'"Biochemic System of Medicine" which
was offered to the medical profession
as a step in advance in the domain of
therapeutics, and which obviously
has not been studied by allopathic
physicians, we learn that-

In the past, as a study of medi-
cal history will show, man has
been groping along the wrong
way. Strong drugs, poisons,
nauseous chemicals, unnecessary
surgery were the means employed
to overcome disease. But now,
after much experimentation and
investigation, modern laboratory
methods have proven that within
the body itself are to be found the
most potent weapons in the battle
against disease.

Biochemistry is that branch of
science which treats of the com-
position of the bodies of animals
and vegetables, the processes by
which the various fluids and
tissues are formed, the nature and
cause of abnormal conditions
called disease and the restoration
of health by supplying to the body
the deficient cell-salts.

Unquote. In my 30 years of drug
treatments, no mention was ever made
of deficiencies. I was merely given
drugs that would ease the pain.

We do not claim for biochemnic
remedies magical curative Pro-
perties without giving any reason
or explanation of the law of cure
on which it is based. Let it be
borne in mind that there is only
one way to be restored to health
and that is the natural way,
through the blood, by supplying
the deficiencies . . . . To do this
successfully, it is necessary to
know what salts are needed for
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the upbuilding of the different
tissues and for their normal
action.

Unquote. It is common knowledge
that allopathic medicine pins its faith
to highly publicised "wander-drugs"
for which no reason or explanation
can be given and which, one by one,
f all into the discard.

Nature works everywhere with
immense numbers of infinitely
small atoms which can only be
perceived by our dull organs of
sense when Presented in finite
masses. The smallest image our
eye can perceive is produced b~r
millions of waves of light ..

The best preparation of the
Biochemic remedies is the tri-
turated (powdered) form. .. ..
and a dose of any remedy should
be rather too small than too large.
If too small, a repetition of the
dose will bring about the desired
effect, while too large a dose may
miss its object altogether.

Unquote. The simple explanation of
the vast difference between Biochemic
treatment . .. and treatment with
drugs, is that the former follows
natural law whereas drugs work
against natural law by suppressing the
symptoms only.

For example-large doses of crude
iron, such as we find in iron tonics
have an injurious effect upon the
stomach and the digestive organs
which occentuates rather than sup-
plies the deficiency of that element
in the blood. Hiochemic Ferrum, on
the other hand, by reason of its ex-
ce,-dingly fine trituration and ad-
ministered in very small quantities.
supplies the deficiency and brings
about a restoration of vital powers by
increasing the number of red blood
cells, etc.

In conclusion, dear Sir, as my name
and life's work has been dishonoured
by Mr. Ross Hutchinson's statements.
I trust that you will do Your utmost
to eradicate the false impressions that
these untrue statements have caused.

I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,

Mira Louise,
Principal, Mira Louise Health
Centre and Biocbemic Supplies.

Members can see clearly from that, that
no person ever purchased drugs from that
health centre.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The court found
that they did.

Mr. TONKIN: The evidence given was
that the substances were examined and
found to be quite harmless. It was found
that they could do no harm, and possibly
could not do any good.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But they were
drugs.

Mr. TONKIN: They were not drugs. That
is the trouble with our Medical Act. The
board can declare anything a drug: and
if anyone prescribes something that the
board declares a drug, he can be proceeded
against. That proves the point. Why was
Mr. Raynor Prosecuted?

The member for Claremont said he be-
lieves in the idea of people having freedom
to go to dietitians and chiropractors; and
he said that they can do that because
the Act allows them to; but the Act does
not do that if the Medical Hoard decides
to take action. I tell the member for
Eyre and others who applaud Mr. Martino-
vich, that if the Medical Board decided
tomorrow-I interpolate that it dare not
-he could be proceeded against on the
ground that he is giving medical advice.
He could be fined the same as Watts was
fined.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I have told you
that the board adopts an attitude of vigil-
ant tolerance.

Mr. TON-KIN: When it suits it. Why
was Raynor prosecuted?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I do not know the
case.

Mr. TONKIN: More than 30 years ago
a doctor in the Eastern States stated that
he had discovered a new corpuscle in the
blood, wvhich was recorded by the medical
profession as being an outstanding achieve-
mnen. of the age. A special meeting was
held, which the top medical men attended,
to hear this marvellous disclosure; and
the eminent surgeon Lawson Tate was in
the chair. The meeting proceeded with a
great flourish and the doctor described to
the top medical men this new corpuscle in
the blood.

However, who was the first person to
raise a doubt about this new corpuscle? I
suppose it would be thought that it was
one of the top medical men. But no; it
was a mere clergyman-a man called Os-
wald St. Clair. it was not a doctor at all.
This clergyman pointed out a possible
source of error, and what was the reaction
of those present? They pooh-poohed the
idea that a clergyman could be right and
they could be wrong. But nothing was
ever heard of that corpuscle again.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No-one ever claims
infallibility for the medical profession.

Mr. TONKIN: That was the end of the
new corpuscle. and it took a clergyman
to suggest the fallacy. Therefore do not
let us run away with the idea that if we
want to be cured we should go straight
to the medical Profession, because I have
hundreds of letters in my satchel-which
letters members can read if they desire-
to Prove the contrary.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You could get
hundreds who say they have been cured
by the medical profession, too.
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Mr. TONKIN: The member for Loeder-
yille took the view that if some people
have been cured by chiropractors, etc., they
would have been cured anyway, anid there
is nio credit to the chiropractors. To
Prove his point, he said that that was the
position in regard to a few people who
visited him. He said they would have been
cured even if they had not been to him.

I mention the ease of a young lad
who was taking a large number of epileptic
fits. Finally he became so bad that the
headmaster sent him home from the
school, and the member for Canning
knows that that is what would happen.
If the boy was taking so many fits as to
be upsetting the class, he would be sent
home. He had been going to the regular
doctors and had spent some time in the
Children's Hospital, but gradually he grew
worse.

One day his mother was told to take
him to a naturopath which she did. He
discovered that the trouble was due to
some failure on the part of the endocrine
gland. He prescribed a diet and treat-
meat, and from that day the boy com-
menced to improve. His fits became less
frequent and now he Is back at school. If
he had continued to go to the doctors,
Lord knows what would have happened to
him.

A month or so ago I met, In the Ter-
race, a man who has been personally
known to me for the last 15 or 20 years.
I knew that several years ago he had an
accident whilst at work, with the result
that he spent two years on crutches. Un-
fortunately, because of a, technicality, he
was not entitled to workera' compensation.
He had been unable to work and had had
to draw upon his own and his wife's sav-
ings. Four doctors, including a specialist-
whose name I will supply, if members de-
sire it--said that he had T.B. of the ankle.
One doctor said that he did not. How-
ever, they could not fix him up and the
specialist told him that he would end up
with a stiff ankle and would possibly lose
his foot.

He then went to one of these nature-
paths who told him to soak his foot in
hot water and salt, which he did. After
a while the naturopath, whose name I
could supply If members desire, removed
the stiffness; tact when I saw this man
again, his crutches were gone and he told
me he was employed as a steward to carry
the luggage of the guests at a hotel. This
man, who was supposed to have 'ThB. of
the ankle and who was on crutches for
two years, was cured by one of these
despised naturopaths. He said In a letter
to me-

The specialist said if I was lucky
I might get my foot to move, but
never the ankle.

He then said-
But now my ankle, plus the foot, will

move. When you know that my foot
was operated on by Mr .....you can

appreciate how keenly I felt towards
the safeguarding of the chiropractor
and I could also give my moral sup-
Port to anyone who stands for the
freedom and rights of the naturopath.

The specialist even operated on his foot,
but with no result. And all this from a
Jarred ankle' Two years on crutches for
a Jarred ankle and under the treatment
of regular doctors and specialists with no
result! He went to a naturopath who suc-
ceeded-and we are afraid to register
them!

I have here a medical bill which was
given to me by one of my electors. It
shows that from September, 1958, to Sep-
tember, 1959, be spent £104 on medical
expenses to regular doctors, and £57 11s.
2d. to the chemist. He was approxiately
five months off work and 'was admitted to
Fremantle Hospital once and Hollywood
Hospital twice; but he stil got worse. He
went to a naturopath in Stirling Street
and was fixed up.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No-one prevented
him from going and no-one took action
against the naturopath.

W. TONKIN: That is a different argu-
ment altogether. No-one prevented him,
The Minister said they were quacks and
charlatans and mentioned something about
the earth being fiat to prove that we
should not recommend these people for
registration.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Read my speech
in its context.

Mr. TONKIN: Why was the Minister
not perfectly fair when dealing with this
case, instead of being biased?

Mr. Ross Hutchimnson I was fair.
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister feels he was

fair.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Yes.
Mr. TONKIN: If he was fair, why, when

speaking about New Jersey, did he State,
as is reported on page 1894 of Hfansard,
that they went backwards in New Jersey
and introduced legislation after legisla-
tion to put more and more control on the
chiropractor, until he was finally almost
wiped out?

As a matter of fact, what the Minister
should have said was, "This is a portion
of the history of the State of New Jersey
-the portion which suits my case'; be-
cause an Act was passed in that State in
1953, many years subsequent to the date
mentioned by the Minister. His chrono-
logical table ended at 1944, but in 1953
the Parliament of New Jersey passed leg-
islation to cover chiropractors; and as the
Minister heard, I read the list a few
moments ago. So he was not fair or just.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: They didn't ease
out the situation in so far as chiro-
practors were concerned.
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Mr. TONKIN: The Minister's story was
that in New Jersey, which had taken the
lead in legalising chiropractors, they had
seen the error of their ways, and they were
taking power away from them in succeed-
ing stages. That was the Minister's case.
iAt is in llansard for all to read; whereas
the opposite is the case; because In 1953
there is the culmination of it. I do not
deny that they did the things which the
Minister said they did; but that Is only
half the story.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What did the final
Act do?

Mr. TONKIN: That went further than
the initial Act had ever gone.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No it didn't.
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister did not

even know there was an Act.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I don't believe

that is so.
Mr. TONKIN: You don't believe it is Sol

Why? Because your mind is too biased
and tight to accept that point of view.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I don't believe
they would have gone back to a position
worse than the original Act provided for.

Mr. TONKIN: I suggest that tomorrow
morning the Minister send for a copy of
the Act.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson. You tell me about
it.

Mr. TONKIN: No; I have not the time.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You haven't got it.
Mr. TONKIN: Haven't I?
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Tell me about it.
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister ought to

know that the Speaker would not permit
me to to do that.

Mr. Court: You tell us about plenty of
other things.

Mr. TONKIN: In the form of a dialogue.
I would say that the best way to judge
whether this thing is worth while is upon
the results being achieved; and I will not
agree that these cures would have resulted,
anyhow, and that doctors could have
effected them. They had their oppor-
tunity. Here is a letter which comes from
the district of the member for Claremont-

it has come to my notice that the
Minister for Health, when speaking
on the Natural Therapists Bill intro-
duced by you had stated that many
sick people had failed to progress and
had suffered ill effects as the result
of treatment from chiropractors,
osteopaths and naturopaths.

I feel he is under the wrong impres-
Sion regarding these people, and must
be Speaking from inexperience, be-
cause had he had treatment from any
qualified natural therapy practitioner
he wouldn't speak that way. My ex-
perience has made me most grateful
to Dr. Richard Todd and his staff, for
[ 1341

the good health of myself and family.
I'd suffered with bad heads and could
hardly walk with the pain in my back.
I attended a number of specialists in
the Terrace, paid £2 2s. and more a
visit and was given something to rub
it with and told that I possibly had
fibrositis. (a word the medical profes-
sion use when unable to locate the
cause of the pain). A doctor friend
of mine told me this.

I made an appointment with Dr.
Todd who after X-raying the spine
found a number of displaced vertebrae.
After several treatments the head-
aches disappeared and I have never
had a pain in my back since, and this
happened in 1949, and mine is not an
isolated case as over the years I have
sent dozens of friends to have chiro-
practic treatment and everyone with-
out exception has had satisfaction.

Quoting the case of my nephew who
displaced a vertebrae at work. He
was sent to a compensation doctor and
told he'd be in bed for three months
with weights on his legs. On his own
accord he attended Richard Todd who
with manipulation fixed it immedi-
ately. My nephew returned to the
doctor and told him it felt all right
again and after examination the
doctor marvelled at how it had righted
itself.

It would only weary the House to go on
quoting these cases, because I have hun-
dreds of them, and all types of examples
of where cures have been effected In
various ways. I selected just half a dozen
or so which I thought were typical of the
cases submitted. Here is a letter which
comes from the district of Nedlands. It
reads--

It Is with considerable interest and
expectation that I have been following
the introduction of your Bill for the
recognition of chiropractors, osteo-
paths and naturopaths. For years
I have been a great champion of their
methods of treatment of the sick.
having witnessed so many successful
cures of people who have failed to find
relief from more orthodox practition-
ers.

Both my husband and I have been
privileged to find relief and cure from
these sources, my own history includ-
ing the immediate rectification of
crippling pressure on the lower spine
some years ago and, more recently,
very definite improvement to a painful
arthritic condition which no longer
appears to exist since I received treat-
ment from Mr. Richard Todd in the
form of chiropractic and osteopathic
rectification. My husband, who had
once been afflicted with a crippling
back ailment and another time with
severe shingles, found immediate
relief and cure when treated by a
natural therapist in Sydney, New
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South Wales. Many of our friends
have, as a result, been recommended
by us to these well-meaning and com-
petent People and in all cases have
found their treatment far superior to
any they have received from orthodox
medical practitioners.

This one, from Como, reads--
For 16 years my wife had suffered

from asthma and bronchitis and her
health was at its lowest ebb when we
finally turned to naturopathy two
years ago with almost immediate
success and her health gradually im-
Proved, and can now state that she
has not suffered further attacks since
having been under the care of these
people, and is now a reasonably
healthy person.

This is a letter from Moorine Rock. It
reads-

1 was lame for about 20 years. could
walk only short distances. Time and
money wvere wasted on the best
doctors in Perth, all to no avail. I
then went to a member of the Inter-
national Society of Neuropathic
Physicians, Mr. A. R. B. Turner. In
about 30 minutes he told me what was
wrong and proved it by treating me
for 20 minutes per day for four days.
On this last day he put my hip joint
properly back in place and I have
never been lame since.

There is a person who says he was lame
for 20 years. In giving these people some
standing and recognition, in the hope that
we -will take some further steps along the
line and ultimately get them fully recog-
nised, so that the money paid for the
treatment can be a deduction in connec-
tion with workers' compensation cases and
the ordinary health schemes, we are not
doing anything that is not already done
elsewhere. If one were in Great Britain
one would be free to go to a naturopath,
an osteopath, or a chiropractor.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: We are free to go
now.

Mr. TONKIN: No we are not. If that
were so, Mr. Raynor and Mr. Watts would
be practising today.

Mr. Ross Hutchiinson: All those cures the
honourable member has read out have been
effected by those people who are practising
today, presumably.

Mr. TONKINQ: Oh no! Those persons are
allowed to practise in this State only until
the Medical 'Board takes action to stop
them practising. That is the point I am
endeavouring to overcame. Mr. Raynor was
in practise here as a. dietetlan and
carried out his work according to the
provisions of the Victorian Act, but for
some reason or other the Medical Board in
this State decided to proceed against him
and Put him out of business, and people
can no longer attend on him.

In regard to Mr. Watts of Como, he
was charged with prescribing drugs that
were sold by Mira Louise, but she stated
that she has never had drugs at her place.
However, he was fined and put out of
business because the Medical Board averred
that he was contravening the Act.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: He could still
practise.

Mr. TONKIN: He cannot.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Why not?
Mr. TONKIN: Because he was told that

he would be put in gaol if he did. I suggest
that the Minister refer to the case. A
section of the Medical Act reads as
follows: -

From and after the passing of this
Act no person other than a medical
practitioner shall be entitled to-

(2) Advertise or hold himself out
as being, or in any manner to
pretend to be, or to take or
use the name or title, (alone
or in conjunction with any
other title, word, or letter) of
a physician, doctor of mgdi-
vine, licentiate in medicine or
Surgery, master in surgery.
bachelor of medicine or
surgery, doctor, surgeon,
medical qualified or registered
practitioner, apothecary, ac-
coucher, or any other medical
or surgical name or title; or
to-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Do you disagree
with that?

Mr. TONKIN: No. That shocked the
Minister, did it not?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Yes; it did.
Mr. TONKIN: I will continue to quote

this section-
(3) Advertise or hold himself out,

directly or indirectly, by any name,
word, title or designation, whether
expressed in words or by letters or
partly in the one and partly in the
other (either alone or in conjunc-
tion with any other word or words) or
by any other means whatsoever, as
being entitled or qualified, able, or
willing or by implication suggests that
he is able or willing or in any man-
ner pretends to practise medicine or
surgery in any one or more of its or
their branches or to give or perform
any medical or surrecal service at-
tendance, operation or advice or any
service, attendance, operation or ad-
vice which is usually given or per-
formed by a medical practitioner.

That covers practically everything Now
here are the exceptions--

Provided that this paragraph shall
not apply to a person practising as a
dietitian or as a chiropractor who
gives advice or service to persons re-
quiring dietetic or chiropractic ad-
vice or service.
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I understand that that proviso-I have
been advised of this, but I have no way
of checking the statemnent--was inserted
In the Act with a reference to the word
"dietician" to cover Mr. Raynor; but when

he was proceeded against, the wrong in-
terpretation of that section by the court
resulted in his being fined.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The honourable
member is only assuming you see!

Mr. TONKIN: I am entitled to assume
some things logically in the absence of
Proof. What I said was that I had been
advised-in fact I was told by Mr. Ray-
nor himself-but I repeat that I have no
way of checking that information because
it is not in writing. I can only accept Mr.
Raynor's word that it was so. What I2 do
know-and this is no assumption-is that
he was proceeded against and fined under
an Act which he understood permitted him
to practise.

I am seeking to have these people regis-
tered and to give them standing because
of my own knowledge. I am aware that if
the Medical Board sought to take action
against Martinovich or any of the others
it would succeed in precisely the same way
as it did against Watts and Rlaynor.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: There is no de-
sire to do that. Name the others.

Mr. TONKIN: So it Is a question of de-
sire now! Should a situation depend upon
a Minister's desire? That is to say, if he
desires to proceed against one he is out:
but if he does not desire to proceed against
another, he remains in. That is a most un-
satisfactory state of affairs in regard to
any law.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: When the hon-curable member read the first part of the
section he quoted, I asked him Whether
he disagreed with it, and he said that
he did not. Does not the honourable mem-
ber agree that that section was placed
in the Act to Protect the public?

Mr. TONKIN: No; I do not. It was put
there to protect the doctors.

Mr. Court: I gather that the honour-
able member does not think much of the
medical profession.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course, the Minister
for Railways has been out of the Cham-
ber for most of the time and he would
not have heard what I have been saying.

Mr. Court: I have not! I have been
present during practically the whole of
your speech.

Mr. TONKIN: In that case the Minister
would have heard what I said at the
outset.

Mr. Court: And the honourable mem-ber immediately proceeded to tack it
down.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister is up to his
old dodges.

Mr. Court: No I'm not.
ourable member were sick
straight to a doctor.

If the hon-
he would go

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
for Railways will stop interjecting.

Mr. TONKIN: No; I would not. As a
matter of fact, to prove it, I was sick the
other day and I went to a chiropractor.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition resume his seat?
I have been fairly tolerant with these
interjections; but when I call for order I
expect the Chair to be obeyed. Last night
I had occasion to sit a member down
in his seat for not obeying the Chair.
I do not want to do the same with the
Minister for Railways tonight. Admittedly
I cannot sit him down in his seat because
he is already seated, but he is not absolved
from observing the Standing Orders of
the House, and I hope he will commit no
further breaches by interjecting.

Mr. TONKIN: So that the member for
Nedlands will not get away with what he
said, I repeat that I take second place to
nobody In my appreciation of education
and training. I then went on to say that
members of the medical profession do not
have a monopoly of brains. I quoted in-
stances to show that some of them have
made serious mistakes and those mistakes
are condoned and glossed over.

However, because some scientologist acts
in a similar way-and I emphasise that
when I introduced this Bill I did not know
that such a person as a scientologist
existed and therefore I was making no
attempt to cover him-and gives a wrong
diagnosis or administers the wrong treat-
ment, he is seized upon by those who are
opposed to naturopaths and osteopaths for
the purpose of condemning them.

More than one speaker attempted to
ridicule chiropractors and naturopaths be-
cause of their methods of diagnosis and,
as the Leader of the Opposition pointed
out, that was the tactic adopted by the
Minister for Health: to try to kill the Bill
by heaping ridicule upon it. Par too many
cures have been effected, the particulars
of which have been brought under my
notice, for it to be accepted that the
persons concerned do not know what they
are doing. The member for Nedlands said
that if I were ill I would go straight to a
doctor, implying, of course, that I do not
believe in what I am saying. That, of
course, is the line with which we are
familiar from that honourable member.
But it is unfortunate for him that I had
occasion to seek treatment within the last
few weeks. As a matter of fact, some mem-
bers might have observed-possibly your-
self included, Mr. Speaker-that I bad
the greatest difficulty in getting up out of
my seat. I think on one occasion when I
desired to speak, you almost put the ques-
tion, because I could not rise in time.
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I was suffering acute pain: but I did
not go to a doctor at all. I went to a
chiropractor in the Terrace who, to his
great credit, fixed me up in a very short
time: and now I have no aftermath from
it. The pain is completely gone and I have
no discomfort whatever. Before I went
to him I was suffering excruciating pain.
So I did not go to a doctor, and I practised
what I am preaching; and I would recoin-
mend to anyone else similarly clrumstanced
to waste no time, but to do the same as
I did.

For good measure I would say that I
know of doctors who have sent their
patients to chiropractors. I have seen
letters to prove it; letters which the patient
had taken, and letters of appreciation sent
subsequently by the doctors to the chiro-
practors for the excellent treatment car-
ried out. My purpose in introducing this
Bill was to make a start and to regularise
this matter so that we could catch up with
what is being done elsewhere, and not
remain with our heads burled in the sand.
I believe there is little or no time for a
Select Committee, because we will be sit-
ting long hours, and the appointment of a
Select Committee would not result in any
inquiry being held at all before the House
rose, as honourable members know. We
only have to look at the notice paper and
consider the time left to us to appreciate
that a Select Committee would not be
possible._

I do not know whether the Government
would make it an Honorary Royal Com-
mission. As a matter of fact, I1 rather feel
that because I am connected with it the
Government would not do so. However.
that would not worry me very much. I
am prepared to take a chance with it.
because rather than put on the statute
book a Bill which I deem is not completely
adequate-and how could it be in the cir-
cumstances?-I would welcome the op-
portunity for a thorough inquiry so that
these people who are anxious to testify
to what their experiences have been, first
with the doctors and subsequently with
the naturopaths and chiropractors, may
be given an opportunity to do so. it
would be a good thing to have the mat-
ter inquired into and placed on record:
perhaps, as a result, officialdom may move,
and it would not be necessary for the
member for Melville to do anything more
in connection with the matter.

Mr. Crommelin: Would the Select Com-
mittee also give an opportunity for doctors
to be called to perhaps quote cases in re-
verse of those given by the chiropractors?

Mr. TONKIN: I cannot at the moment
see how the doctors can testify as to what
the chiropractors and osteopaths are able
to do. They may testify as to what they
do, or as to what they do not do and what
they should do. I cannot see how it
would help these men as to whether or

not osteopaths and chiropractors and
naturopaths should be registered, because
I rather feel that the doctors would say,
"Do not register them by any means."
Their evidence would not be of much
value.

What we must decide is whether these
many cases that have been quoted by me,
and others, are authentic; whether they are
real cures. I have no doubt in my mind.
These dozens of people would not write
to me in this strain and cook up this
evidence. Just imagine a person saying
he had been lame for 20 years, and giving
his address and signing his name, if he
had not! Imagine a woman ringing me
up and telling me about her son who had
been sent home from school! Would she
concoct a story like that? She gives her
name and address. The facts could be
checked and it could be established
whether the child had been In the Chil-
dren's Hospital. Too many facts are given
for them to be fabrications. They cover
all sorts of conditions--arthritic conditions,
vertebraes out of place, epilepsy, and nu-
merous cases where the doctors have failed.

What impresses me most is the case I
know of my own knowledge-that of David
Dyers: the man who had a jarred ankle,
who under my very eyes week alter week
bobbled along the street with his foot
in plaster and on crutches. For two years
he was under treatnent from doctors and
specialists who told him he had T.B. of
the ankle. Then we find he goes to a
chiropractor, and now is back at work
carrying luggage about. Do not say to
me that one swallow does not make a
summer! IE am impressed by that case
taken in conjunction with the numerous
others that have been pointed out to me,
and I know they are right. This is not
a story. if any member should want it
I would be prepared to give him the name
of the specialist.

Should not these people who are afflicted
that way be allowed to continue to go
for this treatment? The Minister says
they can still go. It is a strange thing
that I should have had people at Parlia-
ment House asking when it will be possible
for them to go to see Mr. Watts again:
because the action that has been taken
has denied them the opportunity of re-
ceiving this continued treatment.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson. Are you sure Mr.
Watts cannot practise?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You are positive?
Mr. TONKIN: I am positive he cannot

practise without going to gaol. I read
the magistrate's statement. He fined him
£200 and said that if he Practised again
he would send him to gaol.

Mr. Toms: You would not practise under
those conditions.
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Mr. TONKIN: It was all published In
The West Australian, The Minister knows
full welt that he could not practise, be-
cause the request of the deputation to him
was that steps should be taken to permit
Mr. Watts to practise. One of the re-
quesLs was that there should be legisla-
tion to permit men like Watts and others
to practise so that those who feel that
they can get same benefit will be able to
receive remedial treatment.

Same weeks ago a woman, who came all
the way from Tenterden, saw me at Par-
liament House. She came to Perth
specially to see Mr. Watts. She found
that he could not give her any advice, so
she saw me and asked if something could
be done about the matter. The doctors
had failed to give her relief, whereas Mr.
Watts succeeded in effecting considerable
improvement. I am asking that the posi-
tion be regularised so that it will not be
left to the whim of the Medical Board or
the Minister to decide who shall practise
and who shall not. The position should
be set down clearly so that these people
can practise without fear of being fined
or imprisoned, and in precisely the same
way as they are permitted to practise in
Great Britain.

At the day of the opening of the Narrows
Bridge I spoke to a person of some import-
ance who came to this country from Great
Britain. She displayed some interest in
this natural therapy Bill and expressed as-
tonishmnent that such a Bill was necessary
in this State. She made the statement that
in Great Britain the people were tree to
go where they liked for treatment. if
they wanted to go to a natural therapist
they would be permitted to do so.

Mr. Crommelin: So they can here.
Air. TONKIN: They cannot. I ask the

honourable member to make some in-
quiries and find out why people cannot
go to Mr. Raynor and Mr. Watts. I am
familiar with the advice and treatment
which is given by Mr. Martinovich. I have
spoken to patients who were waiting to
see him. They told me what was supposed
to be wrong with them, and the type of
treatment they were getting. I say without
the slightest hesitation that if I were on
the Medical Board I could stop him by
taking a case to court under the Act.

The Minister says there Is no desire to
do that. It all hinges on his desire, and
not on the Act, as to whether People should
be stopped from practising. Nobody In
this State dares to take action to stop Mr.
Martinovich, because he has done so much
widespread good in the community that
there would be an uproar if he were
stopped. But against lesser lights, who
have not the same strong support, action
can be taken.

I frankly agree that I am not completely
happy with the Bill, because I am aware
it contains shortcomings. I am not quali-
fied in any way to shape a Bill of this

nature, which would prove to be comn-
pletely satisfactory. I would prefer that
to be handled by the Government on a
proper basis. But it will not be, because
the Minister has said that he would have
nothing to do with It. So no action will
be taken at all and we will go on as we
are now going.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.

Mr. TONKIN: I shall not ask for an
extension. I am agreeable to a Select Com-
mittee being appointed in the hope that
ultimately we will get some advantage
from it.

Question Put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Brady
Mr. Evans
Mr. Pietcher
Mr. Graham
Mr, Guthrie
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. .1. Hegney
Mr. W. flegney
Mr. Jamnieson
Mr. Kelly

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Orsyden
Mr. Hutchinson

Majority for-7.

yes--23.
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Moir
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Train
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

(Teller.)
Ices-IC6.

Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

Reference to Select Committee

MR. GUTHRIE (Subiaco) [11.55]: 1
move-

That the Bill be referred to a Select
Committee.

I need not say anything further, because
this matter has been debated fully, and
the reasons for the appointment of the
Select Committee have been given.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe-
Minister for Health) [11.563: As the sec-
ond reading of this Bill has been passed,
and as the Bill has many imperfections
which were admitted by the member for
Melville and which have been commented
upon by a number of speakers, no other
course is left open to me but not to op~pose
the motion for the appointment of a Select
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Committee. Frankly I doubt whether any
new material will come out of the delibera-
tions of the Select Committee; maybe some
good will arise from It.

Question Put and passed.

Select Committee Appointed

on motions by Mr. Guthrie, a Select
Committee was appointed consisting of Mr.
Tonkin, Dr. Hen. Mr. W. A. Manning,
Mr. Brady, and the mover, the committee
to have power to call for persons and
papers, to sit on days over which the
House stands adjourned, to move from
place to place, and to report by Thursday.
the 26th November, 1959.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1959-60

in Committee of Supply

Resumed from the previous day; the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. Roberts)
in the Chair.

Votes-Rural and Industries Bank, £5;
Lands and Surveys, £827,676: Forests,
£4621,564; Bush Fires Board, £16,969:,

AMt. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [12.3 a.m.J: In introducing the
Estimates for the Rural and Industries
Bank, the Department of Lands and Sur-
veys, the Forests Department, and the
Bush Fires Board for the first time, I
wish to express my appreciation to all
members of the Public Service within those
departments for the co-operation that
they have given me since I assumed Min-
isterial office some eight months ago.
When one holds ministerial office, one
realises the great contribution that mem-
bers of the Public Service make towards
the administration of the country; and I
appreciate very much the help and assist-
ance that members of the departments I
have referred to have given me.

The CHAIRMAN: There is too much
conversation in the Chamber.

Mr. BOVIELL: The aural and Industries
Bank reports satisfactory progress in all
its activities. The business of the bank
continues to grow, particularly in its sav-
ings bank division, where there are now
42,000 customers; and deposits have in-
creased over the last 12 months by
£1,250,000 to £5,100,000. In the Govern-
ment agency department the principal
activities have been in new settlement at
Esperance and under the dairy farm im-
provement scheme in the South-West.

Considerable progress has been made In
bringing premises up to modern standards.
The head office building In Barrack Street
progresses very well and the contractor is
confident that it will be finished some

weeks before the time allowed in the con-
tract; namely, January 1961, New bank
premises are at present being built at
Esperance and Morawa, whilst a tender
was recently accepted for a new branch
office at Osborne Park. Recently the bank
transferred its branch from Kununoppin
to Nungarin, a rational move which suited
not only Its own customers but resulted
in Nungarin again having banking facili-
ties.

In view of the envisaged development in
the North-West, the Surveyor-General's
Department has been reorganised. This
reorganisation provides that as far as the
senior survey positions are concerned, the
establishment now is-

Surveyor-General.
Deputy Surveyor-General.
Divisional land Superintendent.
Inspector of Plans and Surveys.
Chief Geodetic Surveyor.
DiAvisional Surveyor (three positions).
Senior Surveyor (two positions).
Inspecting- Surveyor.

The previous establishment was--
Surveyor-General.
Deputy Surv eyor- General and Chief

Geodetic Surveyor.
Divisional Surveyor (South).
Divisional Surveyor (North).
Inspector of Plans and Surveys.
Assistant Divisional Surveyors (two

positions).
Senior Surveyor (three positions).

This reorganisation provides for smaller
divisions and greater flexibility, and allows
for the transfer of aL senior officer to the
North-West, Kimberleys, or other locality.
at short notice. Work being carried out by
the Surveyor-General's Department is as
follows:-

(1) Survey of Farms Avge. No.
Size. of

Acres Farms
Hay River .. 600 80
Hay River West 500 17
Scott River .. 800 30
Fitzgerald .. ... 3,000 123
Cape Riche .. ... 3,000 30
North-East Districts 2,500 50
Upper Great

Southern .. 2,000 10
Geraldton District ... 2.500 20

(2) Land Classification
Murchison River Mary Springs

area (cotton growing) 100.000
acres.

Yandanooka West area, 100,000
acres.

Other scattered areas, 200,000
acres.

North- West-commencem ent of a
general assessment with specific
emphasis on localities which
offer promise of development.
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(3) Rload] Surveys

Survey of roads--about 2,000
miles.

(4) Townsites

Survey about 2,000 lots of
housing, including a few new
townsites. One of these will be in
the Ord River, near the proposed
development.

(5) North-West and Kimberley Sur-
veyls.
General surveys in North-West

towns, and for Pastoral purposes;
also surveys in connection with
development at Ord River.

(6) Geodetic Surveys

(a) First order traverse, being
part of the major geodetic
survey of Australia, and to
control the mapping of the
State - 1,000 miles.

(b) Precise levelling - 200 miles.

(7) Topographical surveys
Field work in connection with:-

12 four-mile maps.
20 half-mile maps.
1,500 square miles P.W.D.

project.
1,250 acres M.W.S. projects.
40 miles W.AG. railways.
Sundry projects.

(8) mapping
Aerial photography, 90,000 sq.

miles

Published Maps.
4 mile series, 80,000 sq. miles,

12 map sheets.
40 chain series, 2,500 sq. miles,

20 map sheets.

Project Mapping
Public Works Dept:

Damsites, sewerage works--
1,500 square miles 100 topo-
graphical sheets.

metropolitan
1,250 acres,
sheets.

Water Supply-
27 planixnetrlc

W.A. Goverment Railways--400
linear miles, 50 planimetric
sheets.

Department of Lands and Sur-veys-OC acres, 6 planimetric
sheets.

Miscellaneous departments, Lo-
cal authorities--20 sq. miles,
12 planimetric sheets.

General drafting work in connec-
tion with surveys and plans.

I have given the Committee some in-
dication of the work that is being done
by the Surveyor-General's department. At
this stage I would like to pay a tribute
to the work of the former Surveyor-
General. Mr. W. B. Fvfe, who retired from
the Position shortly after I became Minis-
ter for Lands. Mr. Fyfe has played an
important part, as Surveyor-General in the
development of Western Australia, and I
wish to extend him the wish that he will
enjoy very many healthy and happy years
in a retirement well deserved. He has
earned a name for himself in Western Aus-
tralia's development.

Western Australia Crown lands continue
to attract interest throughout the Com-
monwealth. Approved applications since
the 1st January, 1959. totalled 975, and
in the same period the Land Board sat
on 25 occasions to allot 272 parcels for
which 695 applications were received.

Eighty-four locations near Albany and
Esperance attracted 206 applicants, in-
cluding 139 from the Eastern States. It is
expected that of the new subdivisions be-
ing planned, specially noteworthy are two
groups in the Hay River area which will
provide neary 100 farm-area units, and
smaller groups contemplated north-east
of Augusta and in the Green Ranige-Pal-
nup River vicinity.

During the past year, the Bush Fires
Board has continued its activities with a
gradual expansion, particularly in regard
to the endeavour to provide advisory ser-
vice. The fire prevention publicity cam-
paign was continued and strong endeavours
made to promote an increase in the stan-
dards of fire protection. The board is
Proud of the fact that almost entirely by
voluntary effort a high standard of pro-
tection and prevention has been achieved
in the very big majority of districts.

Since the inception of the Bush Fires
Board, there has been a steady increase
in activities designed to extend knowledge
of the Bush Fires Act and all angles as-
sociated with fire prevention and control.
Competitions have been encouraged and
field days have been held at a considerable
number of local centres. This activity has
been most successful and very well received,
and the programme will be further ex-
tended in the forthcoming period, when it
is hoped to give special attention to the
Junior Farmers' Movement and other
organisations, of younger people. The
tendency for greater local control has been
further continued.

During the first eight months of 1959
a total of 1,150 migrants arrived under the
assisted passage scheme. Of these, 107
migrants occupied temporary accommoda-
tion at the Point Walter Hostel, for a total
Period of 1,617 days. The number of
nominations for the same period was 1,571,
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antd the number of persons awaiting sailing
accommodation at the end of August.
1959. was 2,555.

The importance of marketing karri in
larger quantities is recognised, both from
the point of view of State economics and
from the silvicultural angle. A large-
scale timber preservation plant is needed,
and it is hoped to assist sawniillers to
establish such an investment at an early
date, together with a portable unit for
demonstration purposes.

Investigations continue into the possi-
bilities of pulping marri and karri, and a
close study is being made of raw material
available. including fast-growing karri re-
growth. During the last financial year. ad-
ditions to State forest amounted to
154,362 acres, chiefly areas for pine plant-
ing, bringing the total area of State forests
to 4,323,902 acres. In the 1959 planting
season, it is proposed to plant approxi-
mately 2,300 acres, and work is being
developed to ensure approximately 2,000--
2,500 acres per annum, depending upon
land and finance being available.

Over 17,000 miles of roads, tracks, and
firelines receive rotational maintenance,
and about one-half of this distance will
be covered this year. In addition, approxi-
mately 900 miles of new firelines and
tracks are to be constructed. About 65
miles of new telephone lines will be built.
and the whole network of some 1,800 miles
will be maintained.

It is hoped that a further 1,000,000 acres
will be covered by the State Mapping
Committee by air photos and about 700.
000 acres will be interpreted and mapped by
Forests Department air photo interpreta-
tion staff for use in the Australia forestry
inventory, for working plan data, and for
general land utilisation and engineering
purposes. Some 200 miles of high standard
control surveys are necessary to govern
this work.

Some 600,000 acres of controlled burning,
together with approximately 68,000 acres
of top disposal, following trade operations,
will be carried out. Regeneration treat-
ment of approximately 46,000 acres of cut-
over State forest will be put in hand.

I have given a brief resume of the activi-
ties of the various departments of which,
for the time being, I am the Minister.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL

MR. WATTS (Stirling-Acting Premier):
I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
to 11 am. today (Friday).

Question Put and Passed.

House adjourned at 12.20 am. (Friday).

Friday, the 20th November, 1959
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
2.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

1. This question was postponed.

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS
Details of Five-Year Plan

2. The Hon. G. E. JEFFERY asked the
Minister for Mines:
(1) Has the proposed five-year plan

for the W.A. Government Work-
shops, Midland Junction, been fin-
alised?

(2) If so, what are the details?
(3) If not, when can it be expected

that the details will be made
known?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) About mid December.

SOUTH-WEST CAMPING SITES
Water Supplies and Sanitary

Conveniences

3. The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: On the 4th
November I partly answered a question
asked by Mr. Lavery and promised him
that when I obtained all the information
I would convey it to him. That informa-
tion is as follows:-

The camping area at Augusta is
under the control of the Augusta-
Margaret River Road Hoard.
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